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February 10, 1961 



Mrs J 



EncinOi California 



b6 
•b7C 



Dear Mrs. 
1961. 



c ****** 



Your letter was received on February 6, 



Although I would like to be : pf service, the ^ 
functions <and responsibilities of this Bureau l do not extend to. 
furnishing evaluations or drawing conclusions as to the 
character or integrity Pfahy organization* publication or 
individual. I regretthat I am unable to helg you and hope you 
will hot infer in this connection either that we do or that we 
do hot have information relating 'to -the 'subject oi-ypur inquiry. 

In view . of your interest, Lam enclosing material 
available for general distribution by the TBI* on the; subject 
of communism. 



Tots on _ 

'Parsons. ^, 
'Belmont » 
Callahan . 
CoriiacJ _» 
OesLoach^ 
Malone . 
McGuire . 
Rosen. _« 
Trotter 
Evans ^_ 



MAILEQ 5 

FEB! 01961 

. cotm-m 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
>' director 




Enclosures (6) 

" You can do to fight Communism 



17t[yNational epn^entiph, CP/USA &;3-60,LEB Introduction 
zl^%) <?<^r|irnunist Illusion and; Democratic Reality 



^>«4 Red^pals; and 1 Christian Ideals 
Coi^unist Target- -Y'outh 
ExpPse of ;SPviet Espionage 



W.C. Sullivan . 
Tele, Boom 
Ingram; -.r^a 
Gan.dy s 




NOTE: Next page,. 
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NOTE: Correspondent's name could not bev erfied by telephone directory 
check. There are, however, families named! ft nEnciho, California, 



and go> families listed under spelling o£ 
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No record Bufiles. The 



.John Birch Society A s allegedly an anticommunist organization with branches 
over the various parts of the country. Our field offices have been alerted to 
watch its. activities inasmuch, as its head, Robert Welch, Indicated, at one time that he 
thought a group having the appearance of a front organization might be effective in* 
attracting true subversives.. Welch has, in the past, also attacked President 
Eisenhower and his Administration in his writings. 



TRUE COPY 



Dear' Mr. Hoover. 

My husband & I have recently become acquainted 
with the John Birch Society, and as a result are seriously 
considering membership. The main problem is that we have 
heard from outside sources that this society, has a Pascist 
element running, through it, which though the Communists abhor 
fascism, does not seem to me to be the answer. All this 
however might be a bunch of Communist inspired gossip, & so 
would like to have your opinion on this matter. 



I hope I have made myself understood, & will 



wait for your answer. 



Sincerely. 



/s/ 



be 

b7C 




hJ — 





January 30, 1961 
Amarillo, Texas 



) 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, B. C. 

Bear Sir: 



Recently, the activities of the " John JBirch Society " were called 
to my attention and ray husband and I are seriously considering puttin 
our support behind this organization. For a number of years we have 
been concerned about the growing threat of communism not only to our 
country, but to us, personally. We hope this is the group wherein we 
may best do our part, so to speak, but in these times of not knowing 
where onete faith may best be put, we would sincerely appreciate any 
imformation available on this society and on Robert Welch, Jr. 

Vgrv sinner el v 
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be 

b7C 



Amarillo, Texas 
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Parsons- 
Belmont _ 
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Dear 



I have received your letter of January 30, 1961, 
and the interest which prompted you to communicate with me on 
this occasion iff indeed appreciated. ; 

While I would like to be of assistance regarding 
the matter you mentioned, the jurisdiction and responsibilities 
of the FBI do not extend to furnishing, evaluations or comments 
concerning the character or integrity of any individual, publica- 
tion or orgahizatidn. I regret that I am unable to help you. and 
hope that you will not infer in this connection either that we do 
or that we do not have, data in ouriiles relating to the subject, 
of your inquiry.. . _ 

I am enclosing several items setting forth mv 

views oh communism which you may like to have. ^hT 



Sincerely yours, 



T 





Enclosures (9) 

What You Can Dp To Fight communism 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
Director's Speech of 10-18-60 
God and Country or Communism? 

How To hght Commu^mjs Vy ^ Jt^ EB Infr0 * 17th N ^'^ Convention 

One Nation's Response to .Commurisim 



Communist Target- -You 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 

feBl 

JMM:gcb ^(3) dFCiS HV«<" ^-7? 'SEE NQTENEXT PAGE 
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isTOTE: Bufiles icontain no identifia ble; b^jfn^Q" regarding. 
-M^and Mrs ' 



^.Tbe John Birch Society is alleged 4* anticommunist 
organization with branches oyer the various pa^ s °* ^ e country. 
This organization was bounded by JRobert Welch fli Indianapolis, . * 
Indiana, in December, 1958. , Our field offices ha^e been alerted to 
Watch its activities inasmuch as its head, Welch, indicated at one .. 
time he^ thought a group havings the appearance of a front organization- 
might he .effective in attracting true subversives. Wplch has,, in 

ttiguAfet* al<?0 

in his Writing. 
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Memorarumm 



TO 




subject: 




DIRECTOR A FBI {62-164401) 
SAC, DALLAS (100-10402) 



date:. 2/6/61 



JfOHN B2RC3 SOCIETY , . 

MISCEl^fcNEOUS - INFORMATION CONCERNING 



On 1/27/61 Miss 



Childrjess_,,^T£xas - , advised byyletter ; that there was a possibility ~ 
that a branch - of the Jphn Birch Society ;\vduld be started in . - '; 
Childress. Texas. - , >«r be 

• * s .' b7c 

Previous communication from Mr. 



]^Pampa.,_Texas , indicated tha.iT a ch apter p± tbxsi 



.organization- may be> operating in, Pamp£, Texas, inasmuch as 
he made inquiry as to the make-rup of this organization. 



purposes. 



The af orementipned As- being submitted for information 



- Bureau (RM) 
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February 9, 1961 



Mrs. 



New UaMan7^5Bnecttcut 

S ' -IMrtr L- ' ^ 1 J»IIJ 

Dear Mrs. 



be 
b?C 



Your letter of January 29, 1961, has been received. 
The interest of you and your husband in combating communism is 
a source of encouragement to me, and I am pleased that "Masters 
of Deceit" has been of some assistance to you. 

While I would like to be of service to you, the 
jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI do not extend to ; 
furnishing evaluations or comments concerning the character 
or integrity of any individual, publication or organization. I 
regret that I am unable to help you and hope that you will not 
infer either we do or do not have data in our files relating to 
the subject of your inquiry. 



In view of your concern about communism, 
enclosing some material which you may like to read. 



Sincerely yours, 

U, Edgar Hoover 



I am 



at 



m . 
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Enclosures (6) \ \ 

omprunism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 

t You Can Do To Fight Communism 
irector's speech of 10-18-60 
nervation's Response to Communism 

f Soviet Espionage 
onimunist Target— Youth , 

NOTE:' SEE NEXT PAGE '" 
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Mrs. 
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be 

b7C 



1 " ! v - ,i 

NOTIfc Efufiles containing Moymat ioa concerning correspondent* She is the. 
wife rifl | a former Bureau Agent who EQD on 



resigned 



services satisfactory. We have had no prior 
The John Birch Society was organized by JRobert 

It -is allegedly/ami- 

Welch 



cor re/pondence with her* 

Welc^ in December, 1958, at Indianapolis, Indiana, 
con^iunist .organization with.brarichesjin niany parts of the Country 
Wa? quite critical of former President:!Eisenhower and his- administration; 
SA& letter, 60-5 calls this organization Jo the attention of the field and 
iijstructs them that any information- on. their activities. shbuid.be reported; 
jte the Bureau. 
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January 29, 1961 



NEW CANAAN, CONNECTICUT 



J.. Edgar Hoover 
Director F. B. I. 



. Justice Department 
Washington, D. C; 



be 

b7C 



Dear. Sir. 



. For the past year I have been terribly concerned about the growing 
communist threat to our country. I have had a growing feeling of ... 
frustration knowing that I wanted to do something to stem this tid^ & yet 
not knowing where to begin. 

. A few weeks ago we heard of a <society called. "The John Birch 
Society" which is an organisation dedicated to push back this communist trend 
in American life. The founder of the group is Robert Welsh, a former V. P. 
of .the Welsh candy Co. - who has given up his job & devotes all his time 
to speech making & work in^this organization. My husband & I are firmly 
convinced of the sincerity-crf this group. However, after reading your 
book "Master's of Deceit" I feel that I would like a little reassurance, if 
possible, that this group is exactly what it claims, to be. This, Robert 
Welsh also is the editor of a monthly magazine called "American Opinion. " 

My husband (who is a former agent (1951-54) & I would like to put 
our efforts behind some sincere anti-communist group such as we feel 
"The John Birch- Society" is. 

I am writing to*you, sir, because I feel that you would know if 
this group is what we are after. Any information that you could give us on 
this society pro or con, would be greatly appreciated. 

I thought your book was excellent & it certainly enlightened me on 
the/dedication, threat, & devious ways of our enemies. I hope that many 
f Americans wiU read it & wake up before it is too late 




Thank your 
, Sincerely 
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IGNITED STATES 



84'ERNMENT 



^MefnoraWdum 



TO 




DIRECTOR, FBI 



from : SAC, MILWAUKEE (100-13660) 



CP 

subject: JOHN B". 



JOHN_BIRC. H SOCIETY . 
SM - MISCELLANEOUS 



INC. 



date: 2/9/61 



OKAUCHEE, WISCONSIN 



Bv communication 



ated December 29, 1960, 
Pc onomowo c , Wisconsin an 



da1 

h 



J 



Okauchee, Wisconsin advised tha£~he~was' invited by a friend to 
watch a movie in his home about Communism and the dangers of 
y the Communist movement in the world today. He stated he 
* attended the movie, it was informative, although it certainly 
painted a morbid picture about what was happening in the world 
today. 



/- 



Mr . | stated that the John Birch Society may be a 

very patriotic organization but he began to wonder why the fellow 
in charge of these meetings does not want the people in the 
area to know that a "study group" is being organized. 

Mr. | | was contacted on 1/23/61 by SA 

f the. Milwauke e Office. He advised that in 

age ,25, of Pkauchee.. _Wisconsin , 
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JOHN H. GAS S AWAY 
November, 1960 



Ax oj 
issxc 



movie atf 



J home "and" 

stated that the movie 



asked his permission *tb show a 

I l agreed to this. Mr._ 

concerned Communism and the 'danger oi the Communist movement 
in the world today. He said that while the' movie was informative, 
it painted a ve rv morbid picture of what is happenxngjin the 
world today and I told him he was organizing in Okauchee 

a chapter of the jonn Birch Society. 



Mr J 
to I 



Istated that after seeing the movie and talking 
J for awhile, he told the latter that he could hold 




no more meetings in his home and that he wanted nothing to do 
with the Society. He s tated tha t he and his wife were previously 
rather close friends of | | and that the latter is a very / 

prominent citizen o f that communi ty and the op erator of the iy* 

| in Okauchee. 



] and 



resides on 



<^7- Bureau (RM) 
1 - Milwaukee (100-13660) 
JHG : ah 
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51 FEB 201961 
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100-13660 



Mr, I | stated that recently he had a conversation with 

| and that he asked the latter why he did not publicize 
the tact that he was hol ding stud y groups for the John Birch 
Society in that area and ] | told him that he wanted no 

publicity whatsoever. 



Mr. 



stated that he did not know the names of the 



be 

b7C 



other members of the chapter in Okauchee but that he understood 
that there were around ten o£ twelve people belonging.. 

The above is for the information of the Bureau. No active 
investigation, of the Okauchee Chapter of instant organization 
is being conducted. 
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Mr a. f 



Amarl Uo, 'Texas 
Dear $Irs. 



February 10, 1961 




he 

blC 



Your letter was. received on February 6, 1961, 
and I share your concern over the growing menace of communism. 
Enclosed is material available for general distribution T>y the FBI 
on this subject. 



i iw 1 C« 



Tolson 
Moht .--.- L 
Parson.s - 
Belmotit „ 
Callahan *. 
Comad i, 
DeLoacfi 
-Malon'8 ~- 
M&ujtrt 
Rosen 
Trolfejf__ 
Evans 



W. C- Sullivan . 
Tele. Roon*^ 
Inafams 
^JSpnJyf 



Although I would like to be Of service, the functions . 
and responsibilities of the FBI as a Federal investigative agency do 
nqt extend to furnishing evaluations or drawing conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or individual. 
I regret that % am unable, to be of aid and hope you will not infer in 
this connection either that we do or that we do not have information 
in .bur files relating to the group you named. 



Your kind message regarding the work being donf by 
the FBI is, very much appreciated. « 



M St , , f, — >t> 



eh? 

>*VK~ 

FEB 1 0 1961 



Sincerely yours, 

& .Edgar Hoqvefc 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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tWhat You Can Do To Fight Communism 
How To Beat Communism a - 

Litrod&fton - March I960 - LEB & 17tn National Convention CP, USV 
Dj*§0tdrV^p B yai 10-18-60 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
OneJNation's Response to Communism A 
)f Soviet Espionage fcvf/W 
iunist Target— Youth vsfcse^Jv 1 C 
NOTE NEXT PAGE 
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Letter to >Mr s . I * 2 - iO -61 h i c 



NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiies.. The 'John Birch 
Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization with /branches oyer 
the: various-parts- of the country. Our field off ices, have been alerted 
to watch its activities inasmuch- as: its. head, Robert Welch, indicated 
at one time- that:he tho.ughta group haying the appearanc^ of a front 
organization might be effective in. attracting true subversives-. Welch 
has bitterly attacked the Eisenhower Administration in the past in 
connection with his 'writing^; 
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Amarillo, Texas 
February 1, 196l 



Ml 

Mr./Wrsons. 
Mr. Belmont — — 
Mr. Callahan — • 
Mr. .Conrad—-, 
Mr. 

Mr. r Mnlono. 
Mr. McGuire- — 
Mr. Rosen — t— -. 
Mr. Trotter— r— 
Mr. Evans — 
Mr. W.C.SulUyan 
Tele. Room^. , . - 
Mr. Ingram— — . 
Miss GariJy>_i-- 
a It ."AX 



< 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. Q 

Re: The John Birch ^>df 
Dear Mr. Hoover: organization 



It, is with fearful apprehension over the communist conspiracy 
hanging so ominously over our country that I address this in- 
quiry to you and to your great agency. This inquiry concerns 
the John Birch organization whose professed endeavor is to rid 
the United States of communism, and this organization is being 
favorably received by some of the town's leading citizens. 

Last night, I attended a filmed two-hour lecture by Robert 
H. V/; Welch, Jr., Editor of Ameri can Opinion , who spoke for 
the John Birch club, and whose alarming expose of communist 
infiltration into the heart of our federal government and whose 
explicit .accusations against such Americans as James Roosevelt-,.*" 
Chris tain Herter,» and Walter Reuther in furthering the com- 
munist menace either directly or indirectly shook me out of my . 
habitual American "complacency. At the conclusion of the 2 
meeting,, your book Masters of Deceit was on dis.play for sale,, . 
which X might add., L bought and am now busily engaged in reading. 

» 

£ would like to do something to" aid my country at this fateful *" 
time, but,, due to other clubs. L have heard .about that were; . 
later proven to be communist, infested,. Z hesitate to join 
without first investigating. Has this organization been chec'ked 
for "its. communistic content by the EBI, r and if so, please: gicye^ 
me your recommendation. fi ^ C*2- —f0Y 

Thank you wholeheartedly for your life «^)ork. devpAedi tj^g^he 
welfare of our country- > 





Amarillo, Texas. . 
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Tolsoo-. 



l3oht. 



Par/softs — 
Belmont - 
Callahan . 
Conrad _^ 
D'eLoach j 
Malone — 
McGulre 
Rosen 
TtotlerL. 
Evans . 
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Dear- Mr. 



FebriaryrSj, 1961" 

• 1 



fLT. 11-* - r.v • - 7 . ij) 



Your letter was received pit February 2, 
1961, and I am pleased that your wife and you found my 
book, "Masters of Deceit, " timely. Enclosed are publications* . 
available for general distribution by the FBI on the subject 
of Communism. 

Although I would like to be- of service in 
connection with your Inquiry, the functions and responsibilities 
of this Bureau as a Federal investigative agency do not extend 
to furnishing; evaluations or drawing conclusions- as to the 
character or integrity of any organization j publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to be of help and hope 
you will not infer ih.this connection either that we do or that we 
do not have information in. our files relating to the group you 
named. * l " 

Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director * 



Enclosures (5) 

How to Beat Communism 

Director's Speech 10-18-60 

What Y«ai Can Do- To Fight Commuhisn} 

Communist Target?- Youth 

Expose of Soviet Espionage,; 




DCL:4c 
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W.C Sullivan . 
Tel8,>ft6on>, 
Jngrcrrru 
Gandy % . 



NQTE: See Next Page . , 



NOTE: TKe; John. Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist 
organization vjjith -branches over the various ;parts of; the country. 
Our field (^c^s.^yii loeenM^vtisd to jvatcjti its ac ; tiYities4nasmuch 
is. its |ead; Rotet Welch, indicated at orie:time that he thought 
a group having the appearance .of a. front organization might be 
effective in attracting fx ae subversives* Welch has, in the past > 
also atfcaefcecj 3Presidenjt ^^Eisenjiower.ana -his Administration in his, 
•writings. " 
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Signal Mountain, Tennessee 
January 31, 1961 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal .Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

My wife and I, for sometime, have been concerned about the effects 
of communism at work in this country which was so vividly called to our 
attention in your book "Masters of Deceit". I 

We have been contacted by some friends in our community and asked to 
join with them in a organization named "The Jo hnTBirch Society*/ . We would 
appreciate your advising us, at your earliest opportunity, if, in your 
opinion, this organization is effective in their efforts to combat 
communism. 

Sincerely, yours.. 



be 
hie 




/ / 
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January 24, J1961 



Tolsoa ^ 
Mohr -„; 
Parsons 
#«lraont * 
CallahaA , 



Bo$sn 
Ttofter . 
W,C, Sullivan 

Ingti 

•Gai 



Shreveport, Louisiana 



Dear Mrs 



Your letter was received on January 16, 1961, 
and your interest in writing is indeed appreciated. 



bo 
b7C 



The articles you mentioned are available in 
quantity free of charge. Several of these articles are being 
reprinted; however, copies will be forwarded to you as ^[r% 
soon as they are available. I am forwarding currently, Jo 
under separate cover, 200 copies each of "Communism: - k ftjjr L / 
The Bitter Enemy of Religion" and my statements which 
recently appeared in "Christianity :Today. " . 

Sincerely yours, 



9 



COMM-FEI 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 




1 - D. C. Morrell - 4235, 
USC- 

||200. copies each of "Communism - The Bitter Enemy of ' Religion" 
" ( 1/200 copies each of "Christianity Today." series ^ 



NOTE: Full name per prior correspondence. Mrs. | |wrfrte inquir- 
ing about the John, Birch. Society and was given the usual reply regarding it. 
She f iater wrote that-she had joined the Society and wrote to the Director 
congratulating him on his article "Communist Target— Youth. " This letter 
was. cordially ' acknowledged and she was sent communism reprints. 

Material "being sentilater is: Communist Target-Youth, Communist Illusion and 
Democratic Reality and 17th National-Convention CP, USA & Introduction 
March, 196i^LEB,. k 
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Shreveport, La. 
January 12, 1961 



Mr. J.Edgar Hoover 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D.C. 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 



Bi/ec h 



Joe 



£7 / 



I belong to a study group that is dedicated to the preservation of 
constitutional government. The other night we showed the film enti- 
tled "Operation Abolition." As a suggestion for further action, it 
was mentioned that every effort should be made on our part to show 
this film in the junior high schools ana^fifglT shhools * Than I men- 
tioned that it would be ever so much more effective if in addition 
to showing the film we could distribute to the students a copy of 
your report entitled "Communist Target Youth." 

I have written you several times before and have received copies of 
other pieces of literature that have been most helpful, i.e., Communist 
Il lusion and Democratic Reality, Communis m - The Bitter Enemy of Re-~ 
ljLgion , An Ana lysis of~the 17ih National .Conventio n of the Communist - 
Party \ U.S.A. in addition to Communist Target Youth. I am now asking 
if these publications are available in quantities, and if so what is 
the price? There is- another report of yours that we need entitled 
"Pulpits Primary Targets." 

If there are any additional reports that you think might be helpful, 
please advise. Thank you. 

Very truly ypurs. 



■b6 
b7C 



all irrcr.:r:.Ti r *T pctaiked x 




11 FEB 14 1961 






February 13,< 1961 



ToJson _a~£i 
tyofir .|f.,i.,(.^y.; 
Patsons .-„,..-,, 
Balmonf »-.,.>■"■ 
Callahan — 
C on rati ^ 
DeLoacn . 
Malohe as 



McGulte . 

Trottet _ 
£vafe A. 



W.C Sullivan 
Tsle. Rooi 
<Inard« 
Ga'ndy — fU 



Niles 48, niiribls 



■7 



Dear Mrs. 



5> 



rhave, received your letter of February 4* 1961, 
containing your nsost generous comments' regjurdlng'my book, 
"Masters/of Deceit,?' and want, you. to khow that I very much 
appreciate your remarks;. 

Although I would like to be ,pf assistance to you, , 
the function of the FBI as an investigative agency of the Federal 
Government does not extend to furnishing. evaluation's or com- 
ments concerning the character or integrity of any individual, 
organization or publication. 1 hope that In this connection yptf 
will hot infer either that we dp or that We db not have: data In our 
files relating to the subject of your Inquiry; 

. I am sending you several Items, under separate 
cover, which set forth, my views oh communism and which I 
thought you might like to have. 



be 

b7C 



-f 



MAILED 9 

mi 3 1961 



Sincerely yours, 

X Edgar Hoover' 
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USC Material: One NationJ.s Response to -Communism 

, - * Communist Illusion and Democratic IleaiUty^ 
1 . "What- .You; 'Can- -Dp -To Fight'Com munisitf * 
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February 4, 1961 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director, F. B. I. 
Washington, D. C. 

Sir: 

* 

Recently I read "Masters of Deceit. " I found it very interesting 
and informative. 

I think it should be required reading for all Americans, particularly 
high school and college students. 



I have heard a great deal about theJohn _ Bir cjijgo _c i ety . 

As I respect your opinion very highly, I would appreciate it if 
you would let me know your opinion concerning Mr. Welch and the 
John Birch Society. 



Yours truly, 



Mrs. 



Address shown on envelope: 
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Niles 48, Illinois 
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SAC, Springfield (100-0) 



February 20 , 1961 



Director, FBI. (62-104401) -/4 W$ * , 

ML*** ■ < J 

JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY, INC, 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 

- 3 

Reurlet 2- 10-61,. 

The John Birch Society has not been investigated 
by the Bureau nor has any information come to the^ Bureau's 
attention indicating that the activities of this Society 
warrant an investigation by the Bureau at this time. 

Regarding background information' concerning the 
Society and its founder Robert H. Welch, Jr.V your attention 
is directed to SAC Letters 59-13 (F) dated 3-10-59 and 60-5' 
(C) dated 1-26-60. You should make certain that the infor> 
matiOn contained in the two afore-raentioned SAC Letters 
are properly indexed into the indices Of your office-. 
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'UNITED STATES GC^RNMENT 

'Memorandum 



0 



TO 



FROM 



subject: 



DIRECTOR, FBI 



date: 



2-10-61 



^ SAC, 



SPRINGFIELD (100-0) 



JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY, INC. 
SM - C- 



if 



r an . Attorney at Peoria, . Illinois , 
has advised that he has heard that an organization named 
the John Birch Society, Inc. is about to be organized xn 
Peoria and he believes that it is a radical rightist group 
with headquarters in New York City. 

It is requested that" irif ormation 'be furnished to 
this office, if available, concerning this organization to 
indicate whether or not it is an org anization^ 'which-might 
affect the security of the country. | ~| has furnished 

no specific information. Springfielct maxces negative. 



2 - Bureau 

1 - Springfield 
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UNITED STATES G(L XRNMENT 



Memorandum 



6 



TO 



4 « 

DIRECTOR, FBI (62-104401) 



date: 



2-13-61 



FROM 



subject: 



SAC, SPRINGFIELD (62- 



ROBERT H. WELCH, JR. 
JOHN^BIRCH SOCIETY 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 



Re SAC Letter 59-13 (F) , dated March 10, 1959; 
SAC Letter 60-5 (C) , dated January 26, 1960, and mylet 
to Bureau, February 10, 1961, entitled, "JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY, 
INC. SM - C". 
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On February 10, 1961, Mr.| | Ele ctrical 

Contractor and s elf-styled anti-Communist, who^r esides at[ ~ 
l^CJiampaign, I llino is, advised SA I I 
"foJ" ~ 



as follows:- 



He met WELCH in Chicago, Illinois, at the Senator 
BARRY GOLDWATER Rally during the summer of 1960. WELCH, who 
is an ardent supporter of GOLDWATER, helped finance the 
rally a nd was one of the speakers. During the fall of 1960, 
received a personal letter from WELCH inviting him to 
a two-day seminar in Chicago to discuss the John Birch 
however, did not attend and has refused to 
He described WELCH as a very intelligent 



attend 
Society. 



join the Society, 
and dedicated anti-Communist but ah extremist in his views 
and public statements. 
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[ 



, , advised that the Jo hn Birch_Socie ty is active 

in the Champaxgn-Urbana area at present as" si result of a 
national campaign during the course of which* paid organizers 
hayp hppn hirp'ri. -iri^nf-i f i^ri -hhp> l eading/ figures locally 



nav* 
asl 



Universi ty of Illinois, his wife,[_ 
"^P I a lo-cal^a ttomev in Urbana, 

^TEaTl 



Illinois'; I | said 

ft old him recently thalT _ he"was devoting himseJrf 



I andf 



at the 



full time to promoting the Society locally and that he inten 
to see to it that it became a highly disciplined organizatic^ 

^ n RECr 59 f 

2 - Bureau (M CC ^ UMff T Vi 
1 - Springfield Ofht^ 
CT:VLS 
(3) 
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]related that the Society is never mentioned 



publicly by name and that most of the activities of the 
organization as suc h appear to be carried on in se cret. 



He pointed out that 



t 



like WELCH, 



_ his wife* and __ 

are extremi sts and for this reason he has severed relations 
with them. | j alleged that anti-Communi£±_Li±er.ature 

distributed by this group, particularly the| | is not 

factual and filled with their personal opini ons on th e dangers 



of Comm unism. He related, however, that the 



3 



and 



are attracting a big following of prominent people 



from the "country club set", DAR, and Catholic circles. 

Additional information coming to the attention of 
this office will be promptly furnished the Bureau. Pursuant 
to Bureau instructions, no investigation will be conducted. 



! 




February 13, 1961 



I- - 
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Post Office Box 
Santa Barbara 



, Qalifo.rnia 



'TT, 



Dear Mr, 



I have received your letter of .February 4, with enclo- y 
sures, and appreciate the interest which prompted your communicaUok^, 




CD g 



■CB 



Although I would like to be of service to you, the juri^ 
diction and responsibilities of the FBI do not extend to furnishing 
evaluations or comments concerning the character or integrity of any § a% 
individual, jgublication or organization. I hope you will not infer either x ~ 
thiat We do or that we do not have data in our files relating to the individuals 
and organizations named in your letter. 



"ail 



Volspn „ 
I Voii — — 
|, (arsons".. 
1 felr&eftt ^ 
allah^n _ 

Loach .- 
Wo „ 
>uite «. 

In mm 
iter — 



r SuUivarr , 



I have always felt the House Committee on Un-Airierican 
.Activities makes a contribution in its public disclosure of the forces that 
menace America. The American communists have naturally directed their 
venom at the Committee's efforts in behalf pf this Nation. The FBI has, 
of course, also drawn vehement attacks from this source. The work that 
the Committee has performed, and is performing, serves as, a guide for 
sincere groups dedicated to the exposure of communist activities. 

I can assure you that my associates and I will continue to 
devote all our energies to meeting our responsibilities connected with the 
-internal security of the United States and will cooperate within our authority 
Zwith all other Federal agencies having responsibilities in this area. 



NOTE NEXT PAGE 
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In view of your interest,, I am enclosing some material 
regarding: the threat of communism which you tfiay find of value.. 

Sincerely yours, * - J>f ■ 

»- - , - - - » - D / C 

. ft 



Enclosures (5) 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
One l^atipri 1 s Response, to Coram unista; ' 
Communist .Illusion and Democratic Reality 
Expose of Soviet Espionage; 
Communist Target— Youth 



"NjOTEr Bufiies show | j called the San Francisco Office on 

5-45-60 to protest brutality in the San Francisco demonstrations and 
asked, that the FBI conduct investigation. 

The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommuhist^orgaiiization 
Wittabranches over the varlbus partSiOf the country.^ pur field off ipes have 
Been alerted to watch its activities Inasmuch, as its head,, Robert Welch, 
indicated at, onetime that he thought a. group having the appearance Of 
a front organization might be effective in Attracting, true subversives. 
Welch has bitterly attacked former President Eisehhower'-s administration; 
in the past in connection with his Writings. 

Correspondent forwarded an editorial from the Santa Barbara 
News-Press in which, members, of the John Birch Society were criticized, 
for their current letter -Writing activity aimed at the impeachment of 
Chief Justice Earl Warren. "Letters to the Editor" of the same newspaper 
which the correspondent forwarded contained criticism of the John Birch 
Society and Robert Welch for their attacks on former President Eisenhower 
and the Supreme Court and described the organization as fascist, 



Enclosures to letter from Mr 
dat.ed 2-4-61 
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CANVAS ZIPPER UTILITY BAGS • TRAVEL KITS • LEATHER GOODS 
P. O. BOX 1327 • SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA • WOodland 5-6003 

February 4 ,1961 
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4. 

a. 

6. 
15. 
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9. 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director F.B.I. 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

About two weeks njgo Santa Barbara News Press published a comprehensive 
article on John Birch Society and its spokesman, Mr. Welch. 
At the same time, the Adult Education is sposoring a series of ten 
lectures on communism by Dr. Peter Merken, who teaches Political 
Science at the college in Santa Barbara. 

All this started a commotion here and especially after Mr. Welch 
speach at a meeting which drew 1200 people who paid $1.00 each for 
admission. The debate between Mr. Welch and [Mr. Taft on T.V. added 
some more fuel to the contraversy and a number of people wrote letters 
to the editor pro and contra Mr. Welch and John Birch Society. J am 
enclosing a few clippings as an illustration. 

I am very much interested to know, and your early reply will be greatly 
appreciated, regarding this society, Mr. Welch, teaching about communism.. 

With your permission, may I ask these questions: 

I. Is John Birch a subversive and an unamerican organization? " 
Should good, decent americans join and support it? 

Is Mr. Welch really a good american and are his actions and speaches 
good for America and the people? 
Would you call Mr. Welch a fascist? 
Is John Birch Society a fascist organization? 

Would you say that some undisclosed people are behind this society? 
Is it possible that this ji is being stirred by communists in order 
to create disunity among american people? Is is not a fact that com-* 
munists like to provoke disunity and trouble among people of our countr y? 
Is it not possible and, perhaps, likely, that communists will create such 
and organization in order to be able to infiltrate into government and 
businesses as "good americans"? 

Do youagree with me that F.B.I, under your leadership is fully capable 
and is much better qualified to combat communism in this country and*, 
that together with C.I. A. under leadership of Mr. Allan Dulles < 9 can-- 
do a better job without interference of other organizations? T 
10. And while on the subject, doe The House Unamerican Activities Committee 
help or hinder your work and the work of C.I. A? ^ * /<?^/4^ Of-** 

II. The Zionists were accused here of being unamerican and pro communist s 
Is there any truth in this ? g£ ' 'Yq** "* 

I want .tp t thank you very much for whatever questions you ©arfBBigJ^rJ 96,1 






i 

> 



Very respectfully you 



EL:mp 




Dear Mr. Hoover: ^jl. 1 ' •. X 

Just a few words ehs^rat myself j, I cape to this couiQ£yby my own choice in 
July 1922 ( for which you cannot blame me). I *m Jewish, -nd h %s been either 
4 member or in sympathy with the Zionist movemenet and the Jewish aspirations 
Tor a. state, especially after Hitler's murdering of six Kill ion jews. 
X was born and lived in Russia until Oct. 1st 1922 when our family left, or 
shall t say escaped from Leningrad ( at thut time Petrograd), where I 
studied law and where my father was imprisoned for being a business man. 

1 am one of £hose americans who having a little money did not put "invest" 
them in .stocks in order not to , as I call it, sell american dollar short. 

The action of The Ford Motor Company in investing over $300, 000, 000,00 
in England at the time when we ace loosing gold so rapidly ;.nd when our 
Government aasked Ford not to fcr *n$f&r n> fay X r*? a '.rc'sd, in- my 
opinion is" certainly unpatriotic , if not nnemerican.. 

J k "m a man who at the age of 44£ volunteered to serve in the army about * 
six months after we were at war, but was turned dotou b6 
I thought that you should know something ^out me before answering my b7c 
letter.. 




toaetectlt, we arelinable to 
do anything to prevent its, 
damage until its too late, that 
Is what is happening to us to 
day with'Communism, 

We are being influenced in 
our thinking so subtly that 
we are not even aware it is 
happening to us— and when we 
do become aware of It, it may 
be too late to do anything to 
stop Communism from killing 
our free way of life. ; 

Too many of us think of 
Communism as a relatively 
harmless political group who, 
though they have made mis- 
takes, truly want to live in 
peace and harmony— and they 
do— on their terms— u n d e r 
their rule! 

Mrs. L. E. Fowler wrote 
(see News-Press, Jan. 25) 
that we are distorting the 
movement of Communism by 
showing a film "Nightmare in 
Red" in which just the vio 
lence of this group was de 
picted. Mrs. Fowler goes on 
to say that if we were to 
show a movie of the U.S. de- 
picting just the violence of 
our times we would have the 
same distorted type of im- 
pression. Mrs. Fowler has 
failed to see that the brutali- 
ties presented by this picture 
of Russia were committed un 
^der the direction of one group 
—the Communists— while the 
various brutalities that she 
spoke of in America were 
committed by various groups 
(KKK, gangsters, bigots, 
mobs, etc.). Certainly not un 
der the direction of Democra- 
cy. If one truly wants to get 
an accurate appraisal of Com- 
muni sm JthenJie_must. be. in; 
formed of the vicious tactics 
that Communism uses to en- 
able them to take over the 
world as is their goal— and he 



And Duck for 
The Awnings! 

Editor, News-Press : ; Need 
less to say the humor exuding 
from recent editorials is like 
the ray of sunshine the coal 
miner sees after his sojourn 
through the gloom. In refer- 
ence to Thursday's "Some- 
thing To Ponder at Length" 
might I add my queries? Why 
are they always just out of 
your size in the shoe style 
you've chosen from the store 
window? And if you are over 
5 feet tall your knees don't 
quite merge under the restau 
rant counter? And how about 
the fact that the tallest man 
in town invariably is seated 
in front of you at the theater? 
And what size is supposed to 
fit under a full-sized 'blanket? 
To top it all— even if you are 
lucky enough to be named "U 
Nu", you can't win because 
no coupon has ever allowed 
room for "Santa Barbara". 
No wonder I haven't won that 
contest yet! 

Mrs. Charles Cammer 
624 San Pascual 
✓ V 4 

School Text 
Controversy 

Editor, News-Press: It seems 
indeed interesting to note that 
the controversy over the 
"Communist inspired" books 
being used in our county 
county schools to some extent 
i&xeallyujujnatter,. Jiot si 
whether, according to author 
Root, the word "Republic" 
was never used, or the slant 
was towards a "people's de 



Forget every olher orange jufee yotrever 
tasted . . .fresh or frozen, in can or carton*. 
This NEW MINUTE MAID PROCESS 
brings you a glorious new kind of juice! 

You never dreamed- there could be a juice like this! 
Try it . . . and you'll never drink another kind. It's 
that sensational! 

First, hold new Minute Maid to the light. Then 
inhale its tingling-sweet fragrance- Finally, roll the 
rich, fresh-orange goodness on your tongue. 

This one 'has it! This one has the fresh, golden: 
flavor and: real nutrition of the fresh-squeezed 
orange right out of a sunny grove. With Minute 
Maid's New Process, the big difference between 
"fresh" and "frozen" is gone for good! 




Available in 6-oz. or Thrifty 12?oz. Family SIzd 




Our Readers' V/'evc 



Difference Betweln 
Leff, Right in U.S. 



Editor, News-Press: In a — 
letter which you caption "Kin- READERS' 0 
ship of Reactionary Right and " 
Radical Left" your correspon- 
dent, Vernon Nash, " 



COMMENTS 

We want them — we like 

,_, w them— we believe our read- 

what he regards as important' ers like them. The editors 
similarities hetween leftists] }™I select letters for use on 
and rightists. Some of these! the basis of their merit on s i 
similarities may be real in!' subject of current interest. 
European politics but the! Keep them to 250 words oV 
scene with which we are con- le ss, so we can print Is 
cerned is not Europe. In the 



United States there is a dif- 
ference between the extreme 
left and the extreme right so 
great and so obvious it would 
seem it could only have been 
ignored intentionally by a po- 
litical stllflont 



less, so we can print 
many as possible. Sign 
them, please. Only letters 
with signatures will be 
printed, except in unusual 
circumstances. Be fair. B| 
factual. Disagree if you- 
wish, but try not to be di£- ! 



;s. v , . "««iuuudiiy ay a po- wisn, out try not to be dis- 
?t ca i T st " dent as discerning asl agreeable. Write clearly on 
Mr - Nash - only one side of the paper? 

AnA instliisJ*. ....... C' 



The extreme left in this 
country, i.e. the Communists 
and those who aid and abet 
them, conspire to overthrow 
the world's greatest republic, 
by force and violence if neces- 
sary The extreme right fights 
for the preservation of our 



And include your addressf 
please. 



t-i 

in 



ciety and with its intents arid" 
purposes, and I would like* 
to state that in my opinion it 
ivi me preservation of our * s au organization any patri- 
democratic form of govern- otic American would be proud 

times and under normal con-i r was most unfortunate 
ditions but the times and con- as wel1 as unwise. However, 
ditions are not normal. There any thinking person who takes 
JL a „£ r V n the left side ofjthe time to look into the work 
the street and the conflaffra-Lc «. „ . . w uie worK 
««„ k-- j*"™ i£„° nua ^ a : of the Society will readily 

a^ree-tliattftfiondemn-thistor- 



~ """<» ««» uic tuiuiagra- 
tion has driven thousands of 
con&ernetLAm exi c^iw5=who 
used to walk down the middle 
to the right side where their 
names may be read on the 
rolls of those organizations 
dedicated to preserving Amer- 
ican Democracy. 

f Since the Communist Party j vluluuc a «"uae toward the 
Mils illegal In the United States John Birch Society have ex 
/i2 e «!f a 5? s of t 5 0Se who start ' Pended as much effort in 

rf'* i he - readin g Public. The S t0 th& da «gers of the 
"■.Reds like it that way. Communist conspiracy. This 

3 „ nn -V. L. Kice is Precisely what the Society 

3030 Samarkand Dr. is doing, plus a good deal 
✓ V / more, and it is doing it mag- 

nificently. To say, 6 as one 

News -Press "performed a 
real service in alerting the 
community to its dangerous 
activity" is to smear a groun 
about which this person E 
ously knows nothing. To what 
, dangerous activity" is she 
referring? Anyone who is sin- 
cerely concerned over this 
matter and who will take the 
time can find out just how 
dangerous" these activities 



ganization because of a state- 
ment made by an individual is 
little short of stupidity. One 
cannot help but wonder if 
those who have taken such a 
[vitriolic attitude toward the 



It Happened 
To Germany 

Editor, News-Press: Thank 
you for exposing the secretive, 

fn n i^ e + m - 0cratic Sr° u P operat- 
^ftothisfrea under the slo- 
gan of fighting Communism. 

w fn C !? r l me pber only too 
well the beginning of just 
such a group in Germany in 

tno onrlir inon- t r.. 



i\7 "group in Germany in "angerous" these activities 
tte early 1920s. In my position f e by stopping in at the 
as a supervisor in a W/irn- American Onininn t tk.. ra . 



as a supervisor in a hydro- 
electric project in Bavaria, 30 
kilometers distanc? from Hit- 
e /„ s birthplace, Braunau 
(Austria), I had the oppor- 
tunity to carry on a conversa- 
tion mth this charlatan, as I 
analysed him from the very 

It is very striking to me, 
what a great similarity pre- 
vails between the methods of 
, the Nazis and the present 
Birch movement. Hitler's 
[speeches to the workers in the 
.camp were not taken verv se- > T „ 

riously, but considered !3ff ^ ews " p "ss: A re- 

amusmg. This was the begin-l 1 letter to y° u r paper from 
nmg of one of the great tragic Mrs - Mildred Waaser asks to 
SSKt of ,. mankilld - Even what useful purpose may old 
today I am stUl unable to con- or discarded ChricZ, « i 
ceive how it was Dossihi- C;. "larded Christmas cards 



^ l 10 ^ 1 0pmion Library, 
132 E. Canon Perdido St. In- 
formation about the Society is 
available to, all. Facts speak 
louder than words so in all 
fairness let's be sure that we 
get them. 

1405 School House Rd. 
✓ / ✓ 

Send Cards 
To Mission 



ceive how it was possible that 
the decent and otherwise in- 
telligent German people did 
not forsee the effect of this 
mass psychosis. When they 
inally woke up, it was too 
late. 



, . , , —Tim Drocgc; 01 

1936 El Camino de la Luz! eve n to meet the ordinary ex 



be put. To anyone with this 
problem, may I suggest they 
be sent to.Rev. Peter Caironil 
Cherukunnu Post Office, Car- 
nanore District, Karala State, 
India. This is an Indian mis- 
sion with a constant struggle 



/ ✓ ✓ 



Says Critics 
Uninformed 



jpenses mvolved in looking af- 
jter 400 untouchable orphans. 
|lhe cards will be recondition- 
ed and sold to help feed the 
mission's sick and hungry. 

Arthur Secunda 
Gallery 8, 19 W. Anapamu 



Editor, News-Press: I am 
ot a member of the John More Letter* 
Urch Society although I am! Le " erS 
'ell acquainted with the So-f On C-1Q / C-l 1 
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Elderly Citizens 
Should Be Welcomed 



Editor, News-Press: One of 
the important developments of 
this decade is the rapid 
growth of co-operative retire 
ment homes for the elderly, 
Homes large and small are 



springing up in every state of mtmists and their beliefs 



the Union. They are spon- 
sored by labor unions, lodges, 
professional groups, churches 
and others. Many of us have 
not given this trend much 
thought because we were not 
directly affected by it. The 
movement has however 
reached such proportions that 
all of us are aware of it and 
are anxious to know how it 
concerns us. 

Few locations in the United 
States offer more natural at 
traction for these homes than 
Southern California, and in 
particular the Santa Barbara 
area. Some of these homes 
have already located here and 
without doubt many others 
will follow. What shall be our 
attitude toward these senior 
citizens who seek to live 
among us? Shall we be hos 
tile? Neutral? Or shall we wel- 
come and encourage these po- 
tential residents? A considera- 
tion of some known facts 
about these elderly citizens 
will, we believe, lead to the 
=.conclusion-that-they-are-much 
to be desired as citizens of 
our' community. As these peo- 
ple live among us they con- 
tribute their fair share to the 
prosperity of the local merch- 
ants and many of the com- 
munity services. Each citizen 
spends a part of his income 
for food clothing, drugs, enter- 
tainments. 

~*~£mong the elderly are no 
criminals. No addition to the 
local police force is necessary 
They do not take employment 
away from the older residents. 
They drive comparatively few 
cars, thus add nothing to the 
crowded traffic of our streets. 
There are no children, hence 
no new schools have to be 
built with this increase in pop 
ulation. Many of them are of 
substantial wealth and con- 
tribute their fair share of tax 
money. 

In this group of elderly 
citizens are many men and 
women of high intelligence, 
specialized training and wide 
experience. The cultural aver- 
age is high. They will add 
much to the better living of 
our community. Churches 
lodges, and many other 'serv- 
ice groups will benefit by their 
addition to our community 

Our favored city will be 
wise to put forth every pos 
sible effort to encourage the 
sponsors of homes for the eld 
erly to consider Santa' Bar- 
bara as their location. We will 
indeed be fortunate if we can 
attract more of these v e r y 
desirable citizens. 

J. R. LaMont 
525 Santa Angela Ln. 
^ ✓ ✓ 



must believe them when they 
say that they will do anything 
to reach their goal. We must' 
be on guard at all times, lest 
we, and our children, be se 
duced into trusting the Corn- 



It is tragic that we must 
live our lives in suspicion but 
Is that not better than losing 
them in trust? 

Barbara Sanchez 
829 Marilla Ave 

✓ / ✓ 

Conspirators' 
Real Purpose 

, Editor, News-Press: Hearty 
congratulations on the great 
public service you have per 
formed in showing up the 
Robert Welch conspiracy in 
its true colors. No demagogue 
who vilifies our Presidents, 
our Supreme Court Justices 
and our most prominent 
Americans is fit to lead a 
campaign against our Com 
munist enemies and traitors 
Especially when his stated 
idea of a fine government is 
that of the dictator Trujillo 

Welch and his activists 
have done our community a 
great deal of harm. They 
have-spread-the-whole-gamut 
of Fascist doctrine with in- 
sidious Fascist techniques. 
They demand obedience with- 
out questions. 

That this should have hap 
pened to Santa Barbara, of 
all places, is like something 
out of a bad dream — a plot 
from "Twilight Zone." 

These conspirators talk 
against Communism. Their 
real purpose is to destroy our 
free American system. They 
have infiltrated too far. They 
should be cleared out of those 
places where they stand to 
win iron crosses for dissem 
inating ideologies which have 
placed too many Americans 
under wood or stone. 

Arthur Menken 
1919 Tollis Ave. 

✓ 4 V 

Improve Our 
Advertising 
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Like Deadly 
Gas Attack 

Editor, News-Press: Per- 



haps the most pitiful way of Education in this state. 



being killed Is" with carbon 
monoxide g as. I3eing r unable 




Editor, News-Press; I hope 
that the editors got a chance 
to view California Reports on 
Channel 4 Sunday afternoon, 
as it covered the Peace Corps 
possibilities abroad. It also 
brought out, not only the dis 
advantages to this type of pro 
posal, but the fact that as far 
as out and out advertising of 
this country goes, the Soviet 
Union spends 30 dollars to our 
every one, going through the 
US1S group. It also brought 
out the fact that It Is shocking 
to see how many Americans, 
be they tourists or business- 
men or diplomats, know so 
little about the basic prin- 
ciples and history of their own 
country, and the lack of suf- 
ficient education on this score. 
Let us hope that this lack can 
be improved, as. recommend- 
ed by the legislative proposal 
of the Citizens Committee on 



Marge Swantek 
3923 La Colina Rd, 
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LOCAL OPERATION 




usmess 



Two native sons of Santa 
Barbara, an; insurance agent 
and- a rental- agency manager 
are turning a pastime of mak 
ing miniature "hothouses" 
into a part-time, national mail 
order ' business. . 

Howard A. Gammill, a life 
insurance agent, and George 
\yilliams, manager of a Goleta 
rental agency, with the help 
of their " wives, Berriice and 
Marva, have set up a little 
operation at 33-A La Patera 
Ln., Goleta. 

" SLIP STARTER 
In a smalt building the 
group has set "up the" assembly 
and shipping operations for 
their "Sure/Root" plastic slip 
starter. Talisman Enterprises, 
Post Office Box 307, Goleta, 
as they call their business, is 
equipped to" handle 1,000 units 
a month. 

"Using our Sure/Root slip 
starter hothouse,- you can get 
practically \ any cutting to 
root and grow," Gammill 
says. "The cuttings are in- 
serted in the upper tray of the 
slip starter in an expanded 
mica rooting medium. This 
can be used inside or out of 
doors, since the' clear plastic 
cover attracts the sun and 
makes if sweat, creating an 
ideal ^environment. Moisture 
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Queen Elizabeth 

KARACHI; Pakistan </R — A 
million, .excited - Pakistanis 
threw rose petals and cheered 
as; Queen -Elizabeth II,' arrived 
today .for a 16-day stato«yisit 
to Pakistan. ' 




comes up. automatically from 
the well 'In the 
through a wick." 

The device has not failed the 
pair yet in their experiments 
during the .past few years, 
Gammill says. After six to 
eight weeks, they have been 
able" to take the cuttings of 
almost, any plant or flower 
and make growing plants of 
them, to be transplanted into 
pots or the- ground. 

"This is the mojst fun and 
satisfaction that-J've had with 
almost any hobby," Gammill 
adds. "And George and I have 
been in amateur theatricals, 
the Players Club andother ac- 
tivities since the days when 
we were " 
here." 



kidney 'n meat 
liver f n meat 
. chicken 



chopped, fish 




THE 'ELECTRONIC \ HE'S 
DETECTIVE'SQJSSS HEADItW 
ANOTHER CRIME J FOR 
i -AND AWAY. rr. THE « 

' 1 HOUSE?.' 





'OH/BOY.VV/ONTHS llLJ 
HONOR BE PROUD CP sfi 
US. FOR STOPPING 
SOMETHING CROCKED 
IN HIS OWN HOME.'/ 
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1. Keep the) news clean and fair. 
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4. Publish the news that Is piibllc 
property Jwlthojuf fear or favor 
of friendfor foe. 
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Monday Evening, 1 January 30, 1961 



Recommended Reading for 
The John Birch Society 



The Times has received a shower df 
letters, lately demanding the impeachment 
of the chief justice of the United State]!.. 
-Many^ot-:4hes~e'aetters~have"textu"al^lti^s 
, to a common source of inspiration, -a 
source which, has a high emotional voltage 
but a very low charge of Constitutional in- 
formation and plain common sense. \ 
In* the first .place,, an impeachment is 
not k removal :of, an, off icer of the United 
States; di-is' the -voting of- a formal charge 
against him by the House of Representa- 
tives. If such a- charge is voted, the Sen- 
ate,, sitting as a sort of, jury, hears tlje 
case against the -accused officer, and votes 
him-guiltyor innocent by a simple majori- 
ty. If the libcused' is found guilty, he 
automaKcaljyjefriovedJrpm ^ 
Now, .on »what charge -would the >Hous[e 
hold Chief,' Justice Warren for trial? The 
Constitution" lists". "Treason, Bribery, or 
other high Crimes and Misdemeanors"- as 
impeachable offenses. Some of the letter-, 
writers -mention; "treason. " They should' go 
, to- the: Constitution and read Section 3 jf 



Editors note: This editorial was 
published Sunday in the Los Angeles 
Times, the greatest conservative news- 
paper in the West. The News-Press sub- 
v scribes completely to the viewpoint ex- 
pressed. 



been throwing justices out of the court 
right and left ever since John Marshall' dis- 
agreed- so violently with a great many 
members of the legislative branch of the 
government, not to mention a President 
-or two * 

The letter-writers ought to know, also, 
that they do hot change a court of nine 
drastically by getting rid of fhe chief jus- 
•"ticef-As the,, chief he has an unquestioned 
power of persuasion,* but he cannot com- 
mand the opinions of his eight associates^ 
and very often does not. Chief Justice 
Warren has on at least one occasion been 
criticized for a court action in which he 



did jfyt participate because he had been 
Artfcll'IH 7 ^ of California when the case origi- 

ihe Upifed" 'States! is a. ,car,efully defined' fiafed hj4his state, 
/crime .which does not encompass the popif- The opinion for "which he has-been most 
Warily or unpopularity, of the opinions dKtfie fanatically ^criticized (with cr^es^ for im- 
c'hief justice or the associate justices. / v .,peachment) & that in the school iiesegre- 
The fact is that these letter-writers .think gatibn^ fos&f He arrived at i^ with some 
that impeachment is simply a procedure ' curfous^circ'ttmlocutions— or so^om^of" the 
for getting ricTd^an official: with' whbmHH|y legal^ expertsf think— but the point, to re- 
disagree. , f ><^member isjnat his eight associates con- 
We have hot always agreed with the cu'rredWtV Any one of the justices would 



opinions of Chief Justice Warren's Supreme 
Court.- It has, split some very fine hairs |n 
matters^cohcerning, the liberties, of Com- 
munist c'onspirators. its law has occasion- 
ally irritated the eminent doctors of the 
American Bar Assn. But it does not "com- 
mit 'treason or any other high crime |r 
even misdemeanor by disagreeing with 
some of us. If this were ground for im- 
peachment and conviction we should hap 



have come to, the same conclusion^even if 
he had not followed tlie chief justice's route. 

Do the letter-writers want to impeach,- 
the whole court or any specific" majority of 
it for disagreeirig with them? 

We suggest that ttfey^ Suspend l|tter- 
^ritingAfor aJwhiV and apply themselves 
^the^tudyCqf civi5§.'l^ * 



'.And also to the tol- 



erance jOfr opinions that do not agree, with 
thelr^ |^ J 



Raymond Moley 



Automobiles 



150 



DANISH 
DANDIES 

. OPEN SUNDAY 

FORD Galaxy Club Victoria 
with Cruisomatic, radio, 
heater, power steering. An 
original, immaculate, 1-own- 
er, low mileage beauty at ,$2095 
FORD Fordor, Ranch Wagon. 
Fordomatic, radio and heater 1950 
FORD Custom 300, 2-door se- 
dan. Radio, heater, Fordo- 
matic, white-walls. A local 1- 

owner car .... 1450 

FORD 4-Door Ranch Wag- 
on. Fordomatic, radio, heat- 
er. Very clean, '61 license 

Paid 1095 
ORD Country Squire. 9-Pas- 
senger Wagon. Fordomatic, 
radio, heater, power steer- 
ing, power brakes, wheel 

covers 995 

FORD 6-Passenger 4-Door 
Country Sedan. Fordomatic, 
radio, heater, power steer- 
ing and brakes. Has been 

well kept . 

FORD Victoria. Radio, heat- 
er, Fordomatic, power steer? 
ing. Needs engine work. As 

Is 

FORD 9-passenger Country 
Sedan. Radio, heater, Fordo- 
matic, power steering .... 
FORD 9-passengcr Country 
Sedan with Fordomatic, ra- 
dio and heater 795 

CHEVY Bel Air 4-DoOr Se- 
dan. Power Glide, radio, 
heater, 8 cylinders. A very 
clean car. 54,000 actual 

miles 995 

FORD 2-Door Sedan. Fordo- 
matic, radio. A bargain at. 595 
BUICK Century. 2-door hard- 
top. Clean, low mileage ■ ■ ■ 495 
DE SOTO. 2-dr. sedan. Good 

transportation 175 

CHEVY. 4-Door sedan. Stick 
shift. Good transportation . . 195 
PONTIAC Catalina. Radio 
heater, automatic. As is .. 150 
STUDEBAKER Club Coupe. 

75 
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HERE 

are the new trade-ins on our new Oldsmo- 
biles and Cadillacs. Just taken in. 



995 



595 



695 



PICKUPS 



58 FORD. '/z-ton V-8 Fordo- 
matic, radio, heater, custom 
cab, wrap-around bumper. 
Not a commercial 995 

'58 FORD Custom Ranchero. 8- 

cyllnder, STICK SHIFT ... 1195 

•54 FORD. </ 2 -ton Pickup. V-8, 

As is. 295 

52 GMC Suburban. Runs and 

looks OK 395 

'50 GMC »4-Ton. As Is ...... 195 

49 FORD, %-ton 250 

'49 STUDEBAKER half-ton. Very 
very clean with radio ana 
heater , 295 

SUN 
MOTORS 

FORD SALES 

YOUR COUNTRY 
VOLUME DEALER 
SOLVANG 
PH. SANTA YNEZ 244 



1954 



Ready to Go! 



What a beautyl Black with 
steering. V-8 engine. Runs 



$ 395 



1957 



1959 



1955 



4495 



FORD CONVERTIBLE 
white top and power 
like a top 

OLDSMOBILE 98 4-Door Holiday. Gentlemen, match 
this one-owner if you can! 26,000 actual miles. 
Factory air conditioner. You cannot tell this car from 

a new one! 1693 

CADILLAC COUPE DE VILLE ... Air conditioner, 
electric seat and windows. White top, powder biua 
body. 26,000 actual miles. Traded on new Cadillac. 
What a dream. Drive in your present car and let's 

trade! 

OLDSMOBILE SEDAN. Yellow and white. Man, did 
thisguy take care of this one! Years of pleasure-filled 

miles for your family. A lot of car for only 895 

1959 VOLKSWAGEN. One owner. Bronze. Owner very sat- 
isfied but wanted bigger car. Traded in on new 

Oldsmobile. Like new 1495 

1958 CHEVROLET DEL REY. All white 2-door. Very clean, 
good-looking car., One owner. Snappy and smart as 
can be. Economy plus for > 1495 

REMEMBER 

The Best Used Cars are usually traded in on 
New Cadillacs and Oldsmobiles from 

TOM WILLIAMS 



325 Chapala 



OLDSMOBILE - CADILLAC 



67146 



CHEVROLET 

'60 Chevrolet 4-Door Sedan V-8. Standard with overdrive. .$2595 

'60 Pontiac Safari Station Wagon 2595 

•60 Fiat, 2,000 miles 895 

'59 Chevrolet 2-Door. 6-Cyl 1595 

'59 Chevrolet Impala Convertible 2195 

'59 Plymouth Station Wagon. 2-door, 6-cylinder, overdrive . 1595 

'59 Plymouth 2-Door, 6-cylindei, stick, 8,000 miles 1595 

'58 Chevrolet Biscayne 4-Door. Automatic, 8 cylinder ..... 1495 
'57 Mercury "Colony Park" Wagon. Full power, air condi-> 

tioning 1595 

'57 Volkswagen, beautiful 1195 

'57 Corvette, fuel injection, 4-speed 2495 

'57 Olds Super 88 4-Door Hardtop 1295 

'56 Chevrolet 4-Door 795 

55 Chevrolet 4-Door. Automatic, radio, heater 895 

'55 DeSoto, like new 795 

'52 Mercury Sports Coupe, stick 395 



IMPORTS 

I960 Lancia Coupe .$3095 

1960 Austin A-40 .. 1395 
1959 Plymouth Belve- 
dere Hardtop 
Qpe., full power 1695 

1955 Buick Super 
i Hardtop Coupe. 
Full,' power . . . 795 

1957 TR=3 1295 

1952 Rover 4-Door 

Sedan 695 

1961 Sprite 1895 

PETER SATORI- 

OF SANTA BARBARA, INC. 
418 State 5-5108 



'59 El Camlno "8" 
59 Fo/rJ >4-ton. Sharp. 



BARGAINS/ 

*> 

1955 CHEVROLET 6 2-DOOR SEDAN 
heater, standard transmission. 



Radio, 
new 



paint 



.$595 



1954 BUICK SPECIAL HARDTOP 
Radio, heater, Dynaflo .\S495 



SPECIALS 



TRUCKS 

1995 

..... . . . 8,000 miles, stick 1495 

'51 GMC, 5£-tQn 4 furniture van 795 

'57 Dodge l ^-Ton Pickup 995 

^international 1 Vfc-Ton - . . 795 

'56 Ford "6" %-Jon\ 895 

'48f GMC (Army) lO^wfieeler, winch and 4-whee/ drive i; 1Q95 

Many, Marry Transportation Cars, $50 and up *"* 

ashburn Chevrolet 

, . . .OPEN-SUNDAYS AND.OPEN TO OFFERS 

716 Chapala 2-4493 



A, 1959 RAMBLER AMERICAN STATION WAGON 
Excellent condition — Was $1595 NOW $1395 

. 4 195S BUICK SUPER RIVIERA COUPE 
!>ower brakes andj steering— Was $895 NOW $695 

t 1956 OLDSMOBILE SUPER 88 HOLIDAY COUPE 

Fuji power— Special 3 days « . . «, $74j"y 



0 0 



February 14, 1961 



Tolson, 
Parsons _ 

Moht_ 

Beimont _ 
Callahan . 
Conrad _ 
DeLoach, 
Evans _ 
Malccie _ 
Rosen _ 
Tavel 

Trottet _ 
W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room 
Ingram . 
Gandy, 



be 

b7C 



Lake Forest^, Illinois 

pear Mrs. | | 

I receivedyour letter on February 8, 1961, and 
the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 

Ttfhile I would like to be of assistance, the 
jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI, as strictly an 
investigative agency, do not extend to furnishing evaluations 
or comments concerning the character or integrity of any 
Individual, publication or organization. I hope you "will not infer 
in this connection either that we do or do not nave information 
in our files relative to the organization you mentioned. 

Enclosed is material on the general subject 
of communism which may be of interest to you. 




Sincerely yours* 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director * 



r 



Enclosures (5) 

17th National Convention & Intro. 3-60 LEB 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
Communist Party, USA 
Exposfec^So^ietPJB§piohage 
Communist Target— Youth 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. The John. Birch 
Society. IS all'dg&diy an anticommunist organization with branches', over 
the various parts of the country. Our field offices have been alerted 
£jr (NOTE CONT. NEXT PAGE) 




MAIL ROOM 



SAW:lc (3), 



f 



] 



Mrs; 



2-14-61 



- b6 
b7C 



, NOTE (cont. ) 

.to watch- its. activities: inasmuch asrits head, Robert Welch> indicated; 

lat one time that he thought -a group having the, app e aranc e of a front-L, 
organization might be effectiye/in attracting true subversives. Welch 
has, in the, past, also attacked President Eisenhower andhis 

> Administration in his Writings. 



-_ V 



- 2- 



_ i 
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Lake Forest, Illinois 

Feb. 5, 1961. 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director, P. B. I. / 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Aky husband, and I are members of the 
John Birch Society w hich is under increas- 
ing newspaper attacks in the Chicago area 
and elsewhere. 



b6 
b7C 




We have found John Birch members to 
be loyal, well-informed American citizens 
who are sacrificirig^tlme, money —and in <j 
some cases— their Jobs,, in tJs^lr fight 
against commu nists. 



. Hoover^ is held in 



Your name, Mr. ~ — — , — 

respectful trust by American patriots. 
That is why I must ask you if you know \ 
of anv reason why it is not in the'Sbe-st j_ 



interest of our beloved country t o •wrong 80 "" 
to the John Birch Society. ^ lg ig61 



Sincerely yours, 




0 0 



( 
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February 15, 1961 
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Baton Bouse, Louisiana 


Dear Mr. 







be 

b7C 



Tolson 
PatsoAg^ 

Mntif. . . . 
{Jelmont 
Callahan 
Conrad „ 

Evans 
Malwie _ 
Rosen 
TaVel ,-„-„.-, 



Tjotter 
W.C Sullivan 
Tele, fiooo 

Candy 



Your letter of, February 7, 1901, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the 
FBI is an investigative agency of the Federal Government 
and, as such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions 
as to the character or integrity of any organization, publi- 
cation or individual. I regret that I am unable to help you 
and hope that you will not infer in this connection either that 
we do or that we do not have data in our files relating to the 
subject of your inquiry. 

Enclosed is some material dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 



:v>. 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 




Enclosures (6). 

Directors 10.-18-60 speech 

Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 

3-1-60 LEB Introduction & 17th National Convention . 
*\Or% Na^ion^S Response to Communism, , 
v Expose of Soviet Espionage , jl fy?** 

C ommunist Target- - Youth < £ 

RWEljab: ■ f . <l ' 

/ <** NOTE NEXT PAGE 

TELETYPE WIT CJ 




211861 



% - - - 



0 



0 



NOTE: No record; couljj be located in Bufiies identifiable with 
' correspondent. The John Birch Society is purported to be an 
"^ticommuhisti group, and was founded by Robert Welch Of • 
Belmont, Massachusetts. He ftas been openly critical of 
•president Ms;eiihpwer^ administration^. We are conducting* 
inquiries regarding the group.,' , , - ; 




February 7, 1961 



Baton Rouge, Louisiana 



be 
hie 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Attn: Office of J. Edgar Hoover 
Gentlemen: 



ALL tt jF $?/f r vT^'WlEl) 



Wi. few nights ago, I chanced to attend a meeting of the 
John rSirch Sqcle.fas - I came away not only shocked, but also 



"disgusted at the way that we as patriotic Americans are let- 
ting our way of life and democratic goverment be swallowed up 
by this terrible disease — Communism. 

After a few days of some very serious thinking, I for one 
believe it's time that we rise to cause and start fighting for 
what we think and know is right. 

I would appreciate hearing any comments that the Bureau may 
be able to furnish me on this John Birch Society. If it is set 
up for the purpose it's suppose to represent and not that of some 
communist movement, then I want to do my part and become an active 
member of the organization. However, I will not make this move 
until I have had some word from your department on this subject. 



JHB:aa 



s 



FEB 16 1 
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February 15, 1961 
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Tofson 
Parsons 



*"t>et,oac?i 
Evons 
Mai one 
Rosen 
Tavel 
Trojter 
tf.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Roo»-_ 
fixjtoa 
Gandy 



Chicago 25, Illinois 
Bear Mr. 



be 
i>7C 



1. 

Your letter was received on February 10, 
1961, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 

While I would like to be of assistance, the 
jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI do not extend to 
furnishing evaluations Or comments concerning the character 
or integrity of any individual, publication or organization. 
I hope that yoii will not infer in this connection either that 
our files do or do not contain information regarding the 
organization you mentioned. Enclosed is material on the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest to 
you. 




Sincerely yours* 



John Edgar Hooyer 
Director 



PL 



(A 




Enclosures ?5) 

17^Natipkf Convention & Intro, 3-60 LEB 
Communisj£Hlusion and Democratic Reality 
One Najjon's Response to Communism J 
Communist Party, USA 
Comnranist Target— Youth 



<?5 




rJ 



-NOTE : Correspondent is jnot identifiable in Bufiles, The John Birch 
Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization with branches over 
the variouscpafits- of the country. Our field offices have been alerted 

^ jkaV(3) ' (N ° TE C ° NT * m ^ PAGE ^ 



SAW: 



50FEB?ri8W 



Mr. 



2-J5-61 
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NOTE (coht..) , 

to watch its activities inasmuch as its head,. JRobert Welch, indicated 
at one time that he thought a group having the appearance of a front 
organization inight be effective in attracting true subversives. 
Welch, has, in the past, also attacked President Eisenhower and his 
Administration in his writings.; 
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February 7, 1961 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. j _£s\; / j 




Gentlemen: 

I am interested inoobtaining information as to the credi- 
bility of an alleged anti-communistic^prganization which 
operates 'under the title of "The John^Birch Societ y". I 
am especially interested in knowing if, for any reason, 
this organization stands in disfavor in the eyes of your 
office. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Slnr.firfil v. 



Chicago 2b>, Illinois 



AIL IKF0^ M TT^T CONTAINED v 
HEREIN IS fc«^^gfBRL' -V 
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February 14, l&Sl 



Deerfield, IlHnpis 
Dear Mrs, 



be 
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• Your letter of February -7, 1961, with enclosure, 
has bGbi\ received, and the Interest, which prompted you to write 
is indeed -appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of .assistance to you 
in connection with your inquiry, the FBI, being an investigative 
agency, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to 
the character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual.. In view of this, I am sure you. will understand why 
I am unable to comment as you requested. I regret that I am 
unable to help you on this occasion, and hope you will fcot injer 
either that we dp or that we do not have data in our files 1 renting 
to the subject of your inquiry. -y t 

51 

I am enclosing some literature wWch&agbe^f 



assistance to you. 



MAILED 9 

FEB 14 1961 



Sincerely vours, 

JL E£gT H00W 
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EncttSiuVes fo)' 
Director's speeches 15-3-60 and, 10-1 Q- 6 ij 
3-60 LEB Inltjsoi& 17$ Nat' i Convention , 
One NatiQnf sSft'fes$dnse to CpmmuniSfai* 
Communist Target— Youth, 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
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TELETYPE, UNIT D 
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NOTE: See next page. 



Mrs. 



] ,2r.l4-61 
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NOTE:. Bufiles contain no informattiri identifiable with correspondent. 
It is tioted that correspondent mentioned* a film "Movement Abolition" 
" which- undoubtedly xefeifs- to "Operation Abolition. " She^also made, 
reference toVa publication called?^?»ur Opinion^," which is probably, 
"American" Opinion , f /an ahticbmmuhist publication, distributed by the 
John Birch Society. She enclosed a clipping of an article by Jack Mabley 
.which appeared, in ;^e\ij3Q-61 issue of the Chicago Daily News, and, 
which was highly ^criticalvof the : John Birch Society; - It is noted that 
this, same article _has, .been brought to. the Bureau's attention before. 
The Jphn *Birch Society \vas organized by Robert, Welch mJQecember, 1958, 
at Indianapolis^ Indiana. It :is allegedly ah anticommuriist organization 
with branches in many parts of .the, country... Welch was* quite critical 
" of former President Eisenhbwer and his Administration. SAC" Letter 
60-5^c.a^s^thi^6teanizati6n to. the attention of the field land instructs 
them that any information on their activities should be.repbrted to the . - ' 
Bureau. . - , 
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Deerfieia, uunois 
Februrry 7, 1961 
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Lr. J. Edgar hoover 

Federal Bureau of investor tion 

Vashington, P ..C . 

Dear Hr. Foover: 



1/ 



help me. 



•ITT, 



I am confused and I was 
A few weeks a:;o my husban' 



"hoping tli .t you might 
. %nd I saw the movie 



Hovement AJsfllition" . This was the first tire th .t v:e hearl 
of th JTolrM^jrch Society and we thought how wonderful to 
have organizations of this tyre to fi^ht communism. Since 
that time I have read many many hearings of the Housed of 
Fn^American Activities, copies of the Congressional Record 
put out "by the Cardinal ICindszenty Foundation and at least 
four books besides your own on communism. ~1 f£ 




But my faith has been shattered. Jac£/^Tabley ofjj^ 
the Ch icago Dail y I~ews has been running articles ridiculing 
the John Birch Sdc'rety. One of these articles I have enclosj 
It war printed i;oni*.ay, January 30. Fow can the John .birch fj 
Society be a erood organization? Or is it just Vr. Velch? ' 

i Then in another publication, I believe it is 

called "Your Opinion" t^ere was Q n article P^aScnst Bomr.lo 
Betancourt th t said he was a communist. In the February v 
Readers' Digest there is an article stating he is one of the 
worst enemies of communism. ^ 

P~ y ;!hat should we believe? Vho should we^ believe? 

S ycu can help me I would sincerely appreciate it." 

eu 

40. 

ro 
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Sincerely, 
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To Fight Reds- 




Birch Society 
Is Recruiting 

BY JACK MABLEY 

THE John Birch So- 
ciety is going to Chi- 
cago area churches 
chambers of commerce 
and civic organizations, to re- 
cruit members. 

"Come, join us in the fight 
against Communists;" members 
; plead. : 

Inasmuch as 
99.9999 per 
cent of us are 
anti - Commu- 
nist, they 
obviously have 
something to 
sell But' the conscientious 
citizens asks, "Is this the best 
was to fight communism? What 
is die John Birch Society?" 
Since I am asked this often, 

(because I wrote two columns 
about it last' July, I will tell 
what I know about the society. 

Group Founded 

In Indianapolis 

It was founded in Indian- 
apolis in 1958 by a group of 
businessmen led by Robert 
Welch, a former candy manu- 
facturer of Boston.. " 
I Welch, by his own 
t words, is the absolute boss 
1 of the society, which was 

named after a U.S. Army 

captain murdered by Chi- 
. nese Reds. 

This organization must be 
run by a "hard-boiled, dictato- 
ri a l an d' dynamic b oss," say s 
Welch, and he is it ■ " 



*•*;.*■ 

WELCH HAS written a 
ririvaleljC "printed book called 
"The Politician." It was cir- 
culated only among the top, 
trusted leaders of , the John 
Birch Society. 

.It is impossible for an 
ordinary member to see a copy 
of the book, or even get ac- 
knowledgment that it exists. 

I have read it, and will vouch 
that it exists. 

,1 In the book, Welch calls 
RDmght Di Eisenhower a 

II traitor and a Communist. 
'*He says that John Foster ! 
Dulles and his brother, Allen* 
head of the Central Intelligence 
Agency, and Chief Justice. Earl 
Warren and former defense sec- 
retary Neil McElroy and "most 
of the leaders of the Eisenhower 
administration, are or were part 
of a Communist conspiracy to 
take over this nation. 

Some Excerpts 
From the Booh 

This is from Welch's book: 
"While I too think that Mil- 
ton Eisenhower is a Communist, 
and has been for 30 years, this 
opinion is based largely on 
general circumstances of his 
conduct. 

"But my firm- belief that 
Dwight Eisenhower is a 
dedicated, conscious agent 
of the Communist con- 
spiracy is based on an ac- 
cumulation of detailed 
evidence so extensive and 
so palpable that it seems 
ti put this conviction be- 
yond any reasonable 
doubt." 

He says of Mr. Eisenhower 
". . . there is only one possible 
word to describe his purpose 
a nd action s. : That word is 
treason. ' ™ ; 



WE RE PRINT these words 
only because, they ate - ' Ma ny 
idiotic and because people who 
are asked to follow Welch are 
not aware of what really is in 
in his mind. 

yi The Communist threat 
- in this country is real 
. enough. The country needs 
the energy and interest of 
every citizen who wilt work 
to counteract the Com- 
munist evil. 

But the unbelievable irre- 
sponsibility espoused secretly by 
Welch can h rjl n g only scorn 

jand harm to J real anti-Com- 

jmunist work. 

(Mabley is on WBBM 
nightly at 8.) 
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February 14, 1C31 



totson,, 
Poison? _ 

Beitwont = 
C4UohqA ., 
Co'ntad 
DeLoacJu. 

Ma! one _ 
Rosen ,__ 
Tavel p^. 
T«o(tet -» 
W.C. Su»! 
Tefe 
jnataiR 
Candy . 



ft"rkanoj^iQalJUatata™AQccciatica 
Pyramid Lifq Building 
tittle Rock, Arkansas 



be 

b7C 



Dear Mr. 



I have received your letter of February 0 
with enclosures and t appreciate your expressions of support 
for the comments I made in defense of the FBI in my recent 
letter totho editor of *Tho Arkansas Domocrat. r It Is my 
hope that my remarks corrected any false impressions formed 
by readers of the article which had previously appeared in the 
newspaper containing completely erroneous information about 
the responsibility pi the FJBI and the mannor in which wo perform 
our duties. 

In view of your concern, I am sending some 
material regarding the threat of communism which you may 
find of value. 



MAILED % 



mtim 




Sincerely yours, 
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Enclosures (4) 

One Nation^ Response to Communism 
Cpn^wjtstJJlusion and Democratic Reality 
Soflcs from v, bnristianity Today 
fommunist Target— l^outh 

- Little RCck - Enclosure 
TOTE: SEE NEXT PAGE. 

MAIL ROOM CI1 TELETYPE WIT Q; ^ 




Mr. 



NOTE: Bufile s contain no derogatory information regarding 
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and no record of prior correspondence with him. In. an, 

article which appeared in 'The Arkansas Democrat' 1 on 12 -26 60 
Dr.. Joseph B. Hunter, Executive Secretary, Arkansas Council of 
Churches viciously attackecttjifc Director, FBj, House Committee oh 
Un-American Activities and: the fijm, ^Operatidn Abolition-, " alleging 
that the FBI and the HGUA.had conspired to foment the San Francisco, 
■demonstrations in order tcx obtain th© controversial film. He said 
"After all, the FBI is just a secret police network which .infringes on ; 
the- individual rights of man,. " 

The John Birch. Society was founded by ifobert Welch 
of Belmont, Massachusetts^ ahd'is allegedly an anticqmmunisf organization 
' t Welch has in the past been critical 6i President: Eisenhower and his 
administration. We are now making inquiry regarding the group. 
Mention of the Jphit Birch Society ignored intentionally in this letter. 




CbC£g, C. KING, PRESIDENT ff 1 
26 SPRING ST., EUREKA SPRINGS 



B. B. MCCARLEY, VICE-PRESIDENT 
526 W, BROADWAY. WEST MEMPHIS 



PYRAMID LIFE BUILDING LITTLE ROCK. ARKANSAS TELEPHONE FRANKLIN 2-7989 



CARLILE .GREGG, SEC..TREAS. 

600 MAIN ST. MOUNTAIN HOME 




February 6, 1961 



O. D. HADFIELD, JR. 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 



DISTRICT 
VICE-PRESIDENTS 

Tom A. Little, Jr. 

8LYTHEVILLE 

D. L. D'AUTEUIL 
SEARCY 

delmer Sagely 
fort smith 

Bob Cheatham 
texarkana 

Jack Bracy 
little rock 

Frank Harper 
hot springs 



DIRECTORS 

Clyde Buchanan 
little rock 

Paul Combs 

ROGERS 

Ernest Stroud 
batesville 

shanon d. bridges 
fort smith 

W. M. OWEN 
MAGNOLIA 

VERNE PRESLEY 
HELENA 

o. m. attaway 
el dorado 

Howard Buckner 
pine bluff 

Ed Thrash 
hot springs 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

Education 

Clyde Buchanan 
little rock 

INSURANCE 

STUART FlTZHUGH 
AUGUSTA 

LEGISLATIVE 

E. L. FAUSETT 
LITTLE ROCK 

LITIGATION 

C. S. PLOWMAN 
LITTLE ROCK 

MEMBERSHIP 

DELMER SAGELY 
FORT SMITH 



"ilk 



Publicit; 

PUBLIC fttEAtlOl 

Paul Bates 
pine bluff 



WOMEN'S. COUNCIL* ; 

TEE- / 

MARfftaXv. 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. • 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 



ALL HIFOSHATION CONTAINED 
K2?£IR IS UNCLASOTIED 0 



It was certainly gratifying to 
"Our Reader^ s ^V3Tevra " column of 
in tfi^Feb^ruary^e^-LSei issue 
your^ef f ecti^^an'swer . Many _s>_ 




gratefuL-tq^yc 




^gratu-iat-ions on 
Many^o^us^TiJthxs area are 
talcing the time=£ttf"make this 



I^eel-^eertain you have heard-of -The Joh n Birch 

^Sbcjjpf-y r~^we have three-chap%ers in/ ArkansasT~one ,of« 

which is in Little Rock.r^e 'are- dedicated. business 
men to combat communrsm^-^As^ou icrlpw,* 'Mr ." Robert Welch 
of Belmont, Massachuset^s\^is\Qie\head of this Society. 

Our chapter here«was only-.f ormed- last September but- -..1 
since .our* Membership is\ growing'-qtiickly a^weT3.~(a§_.our Ho 
.activities, I decided tk^make s,u're> your -abTe-arxd\\ef ficlent '-ny 
agent in charge in Little|Rplck^Mr. J. jr.^^sperMwas ^^fl 
acquainted with this society. \ i made an^appoinTkien^wifii 
him about ten^daysVago~"and he fras very grac^iis^n^ip^^^^'''"^ , 
allowing rae^suf f icientrtime to 'bring to^hli^s^^tentxon^ 
the activi"ties_of\ th^s^ciety.: ^S^^ 

I ara J 5e^ic^ing|TcopieS ofjltwo or 'three letters I have 
writte^^a-^ma^be--^^.nterest to you. Again thank you 
^ourf letter to the 'Arkansas Democrat. 





Yours truly 




"7 i t f £B f 6 ^ 6Y 



ODH/jm 
,cc Mr. 



LIAISON, 



M.MJTTI 



FORT SMITH *'•{* fv. 



pa ,cc Mr 



J. J. . Casper 
Robert^Welen 
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from the People ""/f^K/t^sfis <S»z.e,Tt£ >x-*i-u 

In Defense of The Family Farm 



To the Editor of the Gazette: 

We keep readiajin the paper*, 
wt keep htatics speakers argue 
(i»Ut toe small, farmer* thould 
•get bl<, out or get oo relief. 
| The * young men and women 
* should go. to California. Ma and 
*Pa should .move to town and ask 
ijor e,handojt. Before the family 
split/, up aod leave* the little 
f farm;- they :shoutd tear down the 
barn, born the smoke bouse and 
destroy the family home. Seems 
the little -home - places are un- 
sightly. Tbey do something or 
other to the go-getters' up-and- 
coming ego. 

Tbc argument seems to be that 
tho Arkansas landscape looks 
better grown, up la grave yard 
grass, perslm^sea and SMaatras. 
ssfiewiT SSust * be ' u» r neiz * ta&g" 
to do; „Any w*v jwe Arkansas 
people art doing Jt Wo loot pee*, 
alien daring tho ltU's. We are 
losing two mora Congressmen. 
Some cheerful prophet claims we 
wilt lose population all the I960'*. 

We spend S3 ,00Q, sending a boy 
or girl through high school. 
t Graduation day we tell the gradu- 
ates goodbye. We tell them we 
-fcm no Jobs for them in Arkan- 
sas. We lose our $3,000 invest- 
ment. We lose nearly all that are 
smart enough to read a road 
map. 

Net long ago we trawled 
through tho lovely Arkansas hills. 
Way back over yonder on a side 
toad we met a family. Guess 
&ey<tive<f so far back they had 
not read the papers or heard the 
up-aad-eomtag speakers. 
n TMXme hill and vaDey farm 
' wJiere they lived was a pretty 
•pot A sparkling stream mean- 
Idafed across the grass-covered 
'suture. A small herd of good 
dairy cattle Used under the 
-roar maples. Corn, cotton, soy 
'•'owns and sorghum cane were 
^contacted around the rMge*. Tt»j 
.i«i«fiLs»9tJioiae_a^ 
i {Jag* J»i&!*n«f r th» corotrysktor 
, , Twa lovely teenage girls were 
, , nursemaids to house bulging with 
Arkansas fryers. A big strapping 
. crooked-nosed young man clean- 
*- ed the cow barn. We learned that 
» the DM8 was crooked In an agri- 
Cultural college football game. 
■ Pa worked the half acre irri- 
gated truck patch. Ma was busy 
slurring, the deep freeze with 
v freak -garden vegetables. Grand- 
•rait leaded the pretty flower gar* 

l .Grandpa said be had bome- 
iteaaed the place years ago. He 
talked while shelling corn for the 
''fattening ho-s. lie said be had 

i _ L .... 



(Communication* on any 
tnblect are wtetmie. Letter* 
tXoutd be wuter $00 wr&» 
and typewritten it ootMble. 
- an Utter* «re eubteot to edit- 
ing to meet trace require- 
ments. Bach Utter rnu*t be 
tinned ttithamaH elgnaure* 
tefU be \cithScid on trquttt. 
No tetter ViQ 'be returned 
unlet* telf-addretxA enve- 
lope i* endoeei. — SiltorJ 



beard the get-big or get-oot sltry 
years ago. Re all bat tried it. 
Said he one* bad an. offer to 
rncva to California and punch a 
time clock; right traffic, pay rest 
and oat tram tin cans. 
We thought grtskipa bad sogjie 



al CcdncU of Churches if It cook) 1 
do so to accomplish its purposes. 
0. D. Hatfield Jr. 

Little Rock. 

Illiteracy Campaign 

To the Editor of the Gazette: 
•The Little Rock Chamber of 
Commerce will deserve a vote of 
thanks from many adults who 
.cannot read or write If the plan 
'is suited for the largest number 
of viewers. 

Most adults with first, second 
or third, grata learning have to 
be at work between 5 astd 6. In 
the mornings. Tbs families with 
five er tlx children to feed and 
cSetbe cant miss, an hrtir of 



erettrgoed ideas. K* said User* 

' edqeatiaa 



where erna^farmers could ros£* 
-a goe* f*Z?ts£Mt living. Siid 
jSey te&rm get Oy rfdv 
.Could not mate -5* jcfcM 
belong to the country dob, 
a Cadillac or wear a " 
As we drove on down 
we could not think 
pie driving up ta a 
a Cadillac. 



road 
iny p$o* 

ciocria 



I Woskief II IM Pcrsooa Invoivrd 
T3 £Js program know about the 
ccodlttaa and needs of the poor 
das* of working people. 

Tbo te-fttm series for co-called^ 
functional illiterates jot my .opin- 
ion might be a big 'disappointment 
If tho film is shown about 7 in the 

morning, it wfll be seen 'by per-" 

- . » -» "^v .hap* osc-fouxih of lb* people who „ 

KaaUBoafl. ^ - Vntcd the ksarning. 

'Operation Abolition' , 

To tbe Editor of the Garetie: ~\ Ctml Perhaps a survey on bow 

In reference to the debate to «*»•<- °* feS 

jnomings or perhaps at night 

. I sincerely hope that this prob- 
lem is understood and can be 
worked out Tfco state of Arkan- 
-sas ewes this much to its people. 
The poor class of people pay 



which Mrs. Uppman has chcUeng 
ed Dr. J. B. renter, through the 
other L. R. newspaper, 1 believe 
the public Is entitled to tbe truth 



about tbe San Francisco riot {Cm 
•Operation AhdUjSp apd tbe Na> 



tiecal Council of Cbsrrcbea. A de- 
bate should bring forth tbe truth. 
Dr. Hunter is Executive Secre- 

^JtlTf 0^ t%Nt e^fkss^Cfi^^ ^a^0QDG*sl 

Oarchea which is affiliated with 
the NCC. Why is U sa important 
to Dr. Hunter that Cw fin not 
be shown? What doss be have to . , , , . 
lose ff U bjtesal If clawbc the Afkaddlptlia 

fSm_caa ia. »«ar. .way aViJh».-l^,^.^_.._^ ,.L 

acaineT r^jjanisra," 'Ritr a* ^KSZ^^^Y^" 



taxes and revenue just as the 
rick da and I think that when ed- 
ucational learning Is to be had 
the po or cl ass of people should 
have access to ft. 

Peggy Davis. 

Little Rock. 




wrong with showing it? 

I beUtv* Dr. Hunter baa been 
misled by tbe NCC. It. Is not con- 
clusive to say Oust surely tbe 
leaders of our top church organi- 
zation are too smart to be outwit- 
ted into lending aid to our ene- 
mies. We cannot forget that the 
astute Secretary of State. Dean 
Acbesen could not believe that his 
good friend Alger Hiss was an 
enemy agent- Nor can we forget 
Klaus Fucba and the Roee n b er g s 
escaptag (Selection until after then- 
dirty work was accomplished. It 
Is foOy to assume that tbe enemy 
areuld not make use of the Nation- 



Rkently oca of Arkansas's two 
big Sunday papers carried t state- 
ment that Arkansas's "Arkadcl- 
phla" is tbe "only one in the 
world." However, the current U. 
S. Official Postal Guide shows an- 
other village of that name in Cull- 
man County, Ala.* having some 
three htsadred population. 

Gay Morrison Sr. 

Hot Springs. 

. P. & Hop* yeu win. publish the 
above— the original, artielo was 
NOT ki tbe Gazette. 

Other Days 



ARKANSAS REAL ESTATE ASSOCIATION 

Pyramid Lire Building 
LITTLE ROCK. ARKANSAS 

O o HAOFICLO. jr. 

CltCUIIVt SfCMTAKY 

February 2, 1961 



Honorable j. rulbrlght, tf.e.O. 
Senate Office Duilding 
Caching ton a D. C. 

Dear Senator Fulbrigfati 

Z^jks grateful tojg&u for t^lng^^e ti^^- wita youe 
letter 6iZ~Tf&cQEi&Bif 1 in reply wr ray ~iifct»ra~or^* - « 
Bovenbsr 18 and 21. Maoat daily z hove planned to 
reply concerning tine question off admitting Red China 
to the United nations bet X deeired to have additional 
inform a tion so M to understand your statement "that 
Bed China* a admission to the united nations ie probably 
inevitable. " 

1 have been meeting vith a group oS citicens off this 
county twice each stonth £or discussion on the advances 
accomplished by Oossnunlsts* Jfarca these discussions 
conclude that Busa&a oust gain control off the United 
Batleng to "take ever" the united States, m have 
observed that the vote tabulations on controversies 
before the United nations ehovs a gain for the Bagslan 
position. 

v ' v #q not thlc^ 0 and we are certain- yeu vill agree* there 
f is no doubt that tied China, if a&aittod, would vote vith 
, ' Russia. So* ws farther conclude that to a&ait Bed Cklna 
, «ould give Russia additional strength in the Unites 

Rations*) therefore* we violently object to Bed China's 

You may be interested to knew that our group consists off 
ever thirty persons and the foregoing conclusions are 
unanimous. 

2 aa euro are personally acquainted vith nany of ear 
©cabers. SSfcey are not all wealthy and they are not all 
poor. Rest of t&sa own their ewa businesses, one with 
employees totaling 1S1. One person probably has no 
financial statement at all. Another is worth over four 
Billion Cellars. Co, yeu coo, 2 feel this is a rather 
good cross section of public opinion. 





S ena to r ^£ u lb r Igh t 
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Wo have. arranged for the showing of "Communism on the Map" to 
over 5,000 people in Pulaski County. A tremendous interest has 
arisen and is spreading in this area to move forward quickly to 
stop socialistic and communistic trends. There is an element 
of conservatism arising in this county and I believe in many 
other counties. Only last Sunday I attended an Executive 
Committee Meeting of the American Legion composed of approximately 
twenty persons and when a discussion on communism began everyone 
wanted the floor at once to tell how violently he was opposed 
to this trend and what he thought the American Legion should do 
about it. 

As you know from reading our newspapers the American Legion has 
shown the film "Operation Abolition" many many times. Only two 
people have, objected to the film being .shown. Yet the newspapers 

n^^pi^eli^^ -sskecsgocd — * 

"news" but it has helped interest the public in seeing the film. 

Back to the rise of conservatism, I predict that this trend is 
going to sweep the country but Arkansas will be among the first. 
Thoro are similar study groups in Benton and searcyi one is being 
formed now in Hot Springs and Fort Smith, waves of conservatives 
are going to splash the polls in Arkansas so fast and so strong 
that no person will stand against it. 

Among these conservatives there is no segregation issue. It has 
been replaced with a dedicated interest in fighting socialism and 
ecsamunisra. you may feel that I am speaking the words of only one 
person, but I, know you will recognize from the letterhead that Z 
as- connected with a state-wide organization. A major portion of 
my duties consists of traveling Arkansas and corresponding with 
people throughout the state. In this way I am able to keep in 
touch' with their thinking. 

Enclosed is a list of the "Enemy's Program for 1961." Please note 
particularly number seven. I feel certain you did not intend to 
leave the Impression that Red China should be admitted to the 
JJnlted Nations noxtmerely becaui^y^^tAojis^ 

*thl£t*lfoe ^ because I know thatTyou make' decisions' 

based upon facts and sound reasoning. - You have an enviable record 
as a scholar and a statesman and you just do not form opinions 
based on such flimsy reasoning. My greatest hope is that you have 
the benefit of your constituents thinking back home. I realize 
that as Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Coanittee you are 
charged with a responsibility to the united States as a whole and 
that there is considerable pressure from many quarters. But,- there 
are decisions you must make affecting our freedom and freedota 
should take priority over all pressures from liberals and socialists. 
Regardless of responsibilities to the full nation the people of 
Arkansas can continue you in your Chairmanship or they can revoke 
it. 



< 



Senator Fulbright 
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We think it is- tine that our representatives in Congress begin 
to stand up and be counted instead of being , swept down stream 
just to keep in good standing with some of the liberals. 

I wish to belatedly convey my admiration for the tremendous 
sacrifice you made on several occasions in connection with civil 
rights legislation. Of these sacrifices, I particularly commend 
you for participating in the filibuster which was undoubtedly 
arduous. . 



Please accept sty apologies for writing such a long letter* but Z 
cannot think of anything that could be omitted. Z recognise that 
you have far more things to study and read than you can possibly 
cover but please let me ask one question. Do you consider our 
views right or wrong and if wrong, please tell us why. 



-tr- 



he 

hlC 



cc Senator John L. Mcciellan 

honorable Dale AlSord 
p. 8. Z have just read a news item in today 1 © issue of the 

Arkansas Gazette in the upper' right hand corner of page 7k 
* which states you favor repeal of the "Connelly Aaondaent. • 
*Z can hardly believe this is true. We think to repeal the 
Connelly Amendment would be just as dieastrouo as to adait 
Rod China, or sore so. 

*V . . 

« ■ •: 
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Mr. J. N. Heiskell 

^Arkansas Gazette , ' 
3rd and Louisiana St. 
Little Rook, Ark. 

Dear Mr. Heiskell, 

Your twisted editorial entitled "The Principle Supporting Hunter 
and Rozzell" on Jan. 25th completely missed the issue. The issue is 
not- freedom-of speech. No one I know has said Hunter and Rozzell had 
no freedom to speak. They were not arrested for having, spokea. 

!s» "^ Sp-s$4 ^-sp-He-Jt-ei^Sf^^r; iaaMssjj: ft<gs t^Bea&s.e. Vs^eia^^c4^agP'aff m.t hvoho a r ~ r . 

views on patriotic matters is no sign he is a communist. However," if 
your neighbor plows the .ground, sows seeds, harvests and sel.ls his 
crop, attends farmers T meetings, talks farming, walks and dressess 
like a farmer and opposes legislation designed to hurt the farmers, 
then, if he is not a farmer, WHAT IS HE? 

Likewise, if someone hob-nobs with floramunist fellow- travel era 
(Oxnam, Sockman and Dahlberg of the National Council of Churches), 
attends their meetings, talks their language, encourages aid to their 
cause, denounces American traditions, follows the plan of the partV*, 
opposes, legislation designed to curb their activities and objects zo 
films" designed to awaken Americans to the threat of communism, if he 
is. not a communist fellow traveler, WHAT IS HE? , 

Plans for the socialisation of America wore laid long ago, prob- 
■r^ *■ ably before you were born. These plans call for the take over thru Ij. 

malrf*-ohannel8, religion, government, labor organizations and education. 
Success has exeeeded all expectations. 



You oall Congressman Alford T s proposals insufferable, but you 
have not investigated the persons objecting and probably not even seen 
, the film. You arCi the sne who is insufferable s . Although ..you probably * 

^MM^^Md^&t; ^ctai»;^y. T ,wnite^e 4dl£qgj0l» I *$Qty rq$c .aro^p^li^od^lii thr»5 
out crossing your desk, so you are Just as guilty. 

One of your poor, downtrodden abused lads said, ^nd you printed 
it in your newspaper on Deo. 21, I960, that he had spent a week in 
Now Jersey' last summer with the American Friends Servioe Consaittee. 
I bet you have not even taken the time to investiagate that organization. 
Earlier it was labeled subversive, then the label was removed and now it 
is under investigation again. There is additional 'activities of this 
organization that would knock your eyes out, but I am pledged not to 
reveal thorn. 

As to your other so olean, lilly-whlte Gazette-protected lad, 1 you 
are really stooping below sea level to defend him. Another L« R. news- 
paper published his 3 "front" connections on or about Jan. U, 1961, but 
there are more. He admits his views on "Operation Abolition" are based 
on what he heard at a meeting of the N. C. C. in Dec., I960 at San 
Francisco. In I960 the President of NCC was. Edwin T. Dahlberg. Other 

NCC big wigs are Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam and Ralph W. Sockman* 

ALL irn~!7T r "*T ■-t—tt 

• jii*^ L.»C.L,~ ~ ~ r A.u ii 
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Dahlberg was one of the petitioner* dn behalf of the * 
and Morton Soboll and if you agree with the vieiJ^ond *oti^ties of 
those dark redo, you are red yoursolf. Sookman k^a^^tyAffiliationB 
with organisations whioh promote the Communist line, y*k%orff has 21 
and Oxnam, bless his heart, has U5o How wliat do you thln# of - B th ■ fr 
paragraph of this' letter. FS ° 

So, you see, you should have «btairf"^ime facta i before you made 
a weak half-hearted defense of the NatioiISy- uncil of m,„„ ft y, ' tv,<»,„ d 
™ ««f a1 u a « «v,„* «™ uw rf«r,t£ , cnurohea. Things 



are not always what they seem. Why don't; ycKS^ facts jbefore you 
write an editorial like that with slanted a^d jaafeaging/rc^.^^^ t 
a man much better educatad and a much more aedicWted^merican tra^ ^ 




the film, bufc you have not had the guts to take a stand on it. Why 
, don't you come forth and state that the film should not be shown, if 
that is what you think? I suggest you see it first, however. 

You do not have the loyalty and 'courage your son, Carrlck had. 
If he was here now, and knew what you were doing, he would take the 
pink out of your collar and quiok, because he was 100$ Amerioan. 

I am not requesting you publish this letter 'because I do not 
think you have the courage* If you do publish it, I don't think you 
will publish it in full. If you do publish it in full, I think you 
will add an editor* s note. If you do publish it in full and add an 
editor's note, I think .you will twist the facts again and fail to 
face the "real" issue. Your Heiskellism makes me siok. 

■ 

f^ssssaS * I have had my name in the paper before and I have no desire to 

have it published again, so if you do h&ge the guts to publish this, 
sign it ANTI-HEISKELL. * ' 



Perhaps I have "been too mean 0 If »so, I am -sorry. But, I firmly 
believe no one else has heretofore dared "tell y6u off oither by 
personal letter ox .in person- i .... ... „ ... _ • «. 

^ ' fa ii a. . ^ . ^ w 

will be a valuable contribution >to freedom. Millions of other U. S. 
oitis.ens also need to be awakened. As the owner of .a newspapers why 
not help awaken .them? It would surely put a 'star in your crown with 
Him who. shall haye all ;the Glory. 



■Yours truly,* •• 
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Happy New Year to AH 

Another; year is behind us, w» have welcomed 
new one. And the praise and dispraise of old I860 
be summed "Up with this quotation 

"It was the, best of times, it was the worst of yfcmes, It 
the ag« of; wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, It 
\s a season of light, it was a winter of despair, we had 
thing before us t we had nothing before us, we were 
ffl" j^inirio^cfvcjif l ^ 

hat tia't quoted from anybody now WingT"lt was 
writteV by .Char 1 ** Dickens of the year 1775, *s the first 
paragraph of his *Tale of Two Cities," 

Thare. has never been agreement 4n whether any 
yesr, any time, was good or bad. In th& gaudiest booms 
not everybody prospered. For some, business w»» only 
fair, or poor. Soma had reverses and? misfortunes. 

That Was true for 1800. The /over-all nation-wide 
picture hasWcn a bustling scene of mgh employment, pro- 
duction, earnings and trade. But titer* also have been un- 
cmploymentAlags in farming and/ dull spots in soma in- 
dustries and eusinesses, 

These adybrse factors beca^a more pronounced in the 
latter months of tha year, 

Generally, Arkansas, like/the nation, has had a good 
year. Our farm Income, though below thai of 1953, Is at a 
healthy high, Employment /jntinued through most of the 
year its upward awing from the 1838 national slump, 
WVvo notched up »n arra/ of new industries and expan- 
sions in plants wa had. 

Our state economy, /h spite of sore spots, Is vigorous 
and sound. Since -ttat lis also true nationally, Arkansas 
can look 1 forward hopp^Ily to 1881. 
A hugo amount 

Ws. 

with greater productlW capaciryV«^iitf^d^"w^th^^al^-^_ 
for generations; AmcpcaVs have proved the winning quail 7 A i! 
Jies of rcsourcjfulniss And optimism. 

Wo can step, w/th a\»nfident stride into 1881. 



I 



~" AikTOias^arfd-ih-^ha 



new strength has been built into 
m!i..eccnojriy In the? past 15 years, 




j 



jg Goal 

imagination at the Arkansas 
Army Engineers have Jrans- 
itttrucUve^fioods-torair-asset: 



Progress to an£xciti 
Take a look Atith yo 
River" as*ffWHl be when 
formed it from t menace of 
The whole character of the r\ver will be changed. 

It will he ft. series of laku, bluish in color, Its floods 
controlled, lu! banks stable, V highway ior barges, anjUfS" * J Dtb *l a J , ... \ 
attractive sit/ for industries, W enlivened cities W^^fi^,^ 
its banks an/1 a playground for\boating and fishing. 'enthused about the- awakening of 



This 
clearer i 
of the 
portieul 
Dam an 
Reservoi 
Dardan 





(To our readers: TW* I* 
your cottttnn. You are inviUd 
to use it as on open forum for 
discussing matters cj general 
inter ttt. You may use a pen 
nam* or initial*, i/.vou wish,-. 
but we musfhdv* your name 
and a&dtets as warrant cf 
cood foith.-Tfte Editor.) i 



They Say Today: 

"U 1 were a ComttJuaUt, cat 
of the vehicle* I would use to 

"tcaaT peopie would be thrwgh 
a national church organiu* 
iioo." (0. D, HatL'leM Jr.) 

"K embers of committees of 
Congress are subject to con. 
grroloaal censure." (G. W. J,) 



I to corns was given'tbe complacent* of the San 
week,, with a summary ^anclsco. riot film, '^^^J'SSSFVSSl. 



of pleasant thir 
in the Democrat 

done as reported by \ha Army Engineers. Of l ££ 0 ^« u ihe flhVbetog s>.ownT~ 'challenged Dr Hunter to a dc-l. 
'interest was the progress, noted on the Keystone! Dr. Hunter Is executive «ecre.. b * ;e - us have the debate.* 
« !_ rr...i.. I.L. *...«-„.». « —A.™ *k* i**™** rvunrf P>ease, have it open to the pub- 



i'AboliUon." Yet Dr." J, B. Hunter! ^nd IJppman Jr. has 



Reservoir above Tulsa, 
on tha Canadian River 
Lock and Dam in Ax 
features, 
wsi 'brotigHr out' th- a tal 
Augult 1858 by Brig. Gen. William 
Jung^eers' Southwestern Division. 

« Keystone and Eufaula res> 
ortant. £©r whll* they will coat 
river flow above* Dardanelie, they Vill control threa- 
arters of the river's vast load of sediment. 
And these reservoirs must b« comple 
oullng sedlmeht carried downstream before the Dard 



the Eufaula Dam and'Ury of the Arkansas Council »«• «9« ,. 

nwi.h^m, h*.of Charsfees which is affiled t«* ftthrwRh Dr. 

Oklahoma and the ^ h ^ of-Hdster where ^our Arkansas .Coun- 

For these projects! crimes cK ct Ch"«ba» iUnd*. It may. 

if I were a G*mM. cne;^ ^ at or « a .^ a r! on 'i 



....-1" - ~ ™ — ■ — - ■ - - 



X'^Bat^^^^'J^^^M the natlonaJ 
hippie of tha Army ^J^b.^gh^Stoa.1^ » Arkansas eouncl is run 
■iefly, he said: \X church orsaniiaUon. the intwnJ. then majbe the 

rs are critically! At a meeting in Cleveland. Ark-uas counal *houM be in-j 



only one-th^rd of °% ^WS^ m S^^'*'S^t 

the NaUonal Council of aurches -f^ped membereh Ip |n the Ar-ft? ■ 
adopted a motion tn favor of, Kansas CojiBdl ol grebes f ( , 

itions. Apparently, this vole was* Un- American Activities 



November' 1K3, 5i"w5it!9*!*^A ¥?M(P\ "! 



fanalla dam c«n b> closed along with ot 
lower flow of the river. 

The Army Engineers* report showed 
WorK Is 28 per cant done, and the Eufaula p 
cent completed. The Dardanelie Lock and 1 
behind— 12 per cent of the work done. 

There vfeVe other cheering items. This 
Arkansas" is In sight, yet still in the initial stag 
enthusiastic public support Is needed to hasten 
day when the task will be finished. 



dams on thajraifroatfccf, becatue a later poll of Pear Editor. Just vrtet Is »• 
jw.OOO ministers throughout Amer-' terrible about the Un-Amcr!canj 
th* jr»v t !ft«» lf * revealed that 60 per cent of Activities Committee! Why should' 
me ^ e y sion » them were opposed to any sueh^lt be abolished as some liberals! 
is 21 perire^gnjuot,,, 'are advocating? ! 



Is further 



At a meeting of the National, If the House committee has,. 
Council of Churches in December , acted unfairly that can be cor- 
« « 'at San Francisco, a speaker crit- rected. Sfcmbers of commiUees 
tooon lor icitwl film unfavorab-y. The of Congress are subject to C«x 
Earnest, 1 Washington Post, in an editorial, grojsional censure. That is the 
great criticized the film unfavorably. 'way to make the members ot tho 
I Everybody knows where t h e committee hew the line. 
|w*iflington post siB nis, tad ft. Rejardtaj of wiat w» is^ht 
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. ...<«ir-raW» at Ail fte«* j 
User WWW: I fa^O 



Potty) revert ■«« rClfc-n 



of wi^ifOTU'J fxtm. * *?■ 
ca tin IteWWFMB C2fl rt-ftlf (rapi'fl 

ihk V'nrV, USA, CvMa'.;;j ?5» larg- 
{pf< ^v'fiJrtve ftfgflritoUan fa fa 
r tMw^ 'flfi'rj; W tte Cewsmar 
|W fr.Hjr « 'a to pr^t, 
i{j c« iiifc',a4 -wa « Hw tost- 
Iritt^n Mcrt&s ww/ifeec/:, MV. 
I the CatnnW-.'i Farias retofl |Bf» 
' « havo tffca in ih9 bjsc* d is^w 

Gffcafsyr fu^fl?*. <a»aa* «fc3 




^tiiWw fafcAsad pSK fe^gk ^*utaS -SS «^«*? 



m Wwsi^w ana cf ' 



i /^-myc ai jo^to. to H-Qi cccsa to tU ?Bl *rt ■» Kg gt^j tmh. 



Thitesl £?.cp to toto iSBrftl la 

■,: c^i «ad cwr cnOTiteu hen o K»t; ; f»te3 Jte» rts^arJ ^ ^oWll S dfl <a?a» cJ cnit- 
«rcctt08 ofcni»3S7ST 1OT £=» r-£$s» QSOba «W ca bfii e $sm&km. » enwt fca oats 

f. rrtcne Activities {j ai TO E39M iatfvfe^ a w« MM tt*.!»«»<5»ajie !a teo 

>:.rt <rf &t> lafltsteftet fenaaeJj. to flw «rt*ste as !r ; feg t^L 6 ^ r<2^s»-{*ar<i 9» oltto. 
i .e ftfsn. "OpaStei /kWiaEa" sesssIbb to art * .^liL^*^ a 



i»i ^"oroJhutd 4fatr!tM*rf «toi». a^.'^^^ <* ^ e -- 

PT! Wtt rrt fe-rAt 4 . to tatitowar* «» w» ^l? fc fL£ri aw OtfiUna fe? to preoarvctioa 
ii«c in iis CTtPsattea- w h«yB*a» 1 a JWfeH w* 8 ®^ 5 o* ew coitatituilouJ covsrvimsrt 



,t a lido flksat Tto 9tocfcr< 
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'vV£ttSE«3A'5r, JA«U:,r>i!' J.Y,I 



Presldsafc Kennedy's word to it-.; 
• team" is "slddiar' 



PrittdpSs Supporting 



FT IS EASY to mu?cr?t..n.J SW!> t v. 
CKaeutiva coscmittcft of vhe lltti.j R u': 
Ministerial Aeaeoatoa bag moved to 
tto public detente oC D7. Jtoscph b. 
KiMtefc jibs agister vtfw Incuirrd fit? 
wrrtta of Loaia JiflU-Cat'i- 
launtote vh>a ho'lScd ta crli-iKj Uic 
Cjwratw.i AtalMtm movie. 

Tin coj«iit?oo 3fparca0y Na pjs-fd 
no Jusfcirrnt oa the t.fcn itself. 
-jeUttcr, Incidentally, I:a» e wc. but th i 
proposal made by Corvjrasreaa Alfo.a, 
tint Br. Hooter ca qpcsttoaed by tho 
House Committee on UoAm?rfrnn Ac- 
tivities, was truly Insufferable In its 
threat to frcedam of speech. 

Ministers, ee raen whose catting makes 
theni jaare than ordinarily ocaalUvo to 
injustice, could hardry fail to react 
OSBlntt the AKord idea. 

TIkj committee, moreover, vuulu* nst 
hive been obiiviosa ts the centinumj 
effort which has boea made In recent 
years to muzzle the clergy by casting 
dosibt on tho clergy's judgment and loy- 
alty. This sinister movement has been 
dtaecttti, fltSt of all. at the National 
Council o? Churches. Only last year a 
diatribe against the Council written by a 
Tulco evangelist '.jss Ifrcerporatei, u> 
credibly, la an Air Force training 
UoL Across the counfry, nddfctoru tav» 
coma to recosnisc thi! r>.a poijX to <» 
^mn. iar~?t «f tSs «*v93he ai. fecr, « 



. ...^ 1T v 

< — m would eesscral ttaMi ^TcHrT 
Association for fto tV&ifufo* of the 
main issue la tfco uJfeDt\.iMi> sv^tKrr;; 
around the movie, !ed':! , jdt»: , f rljrttM 
have been assailed In tftp. Jhtaatiar t_.-,o. 
and in a similar atteapi to 
af,8»nst Forrest Rozzcll. *a cdccalo.- 
who as a cttiieu opposed focttafl h? raid 
the film employed. 

Tha move a;;aint2 StQtteU la Cjs3t& 
benighted Dett^te* *o in A9B£<&3H 
Lq:ioa ULtrlst A/Seffoj ct Kot iJfSiin^-J 
catted for aa invc Ration *'f .V". J!nr- 
iVll'o oppflsH!lo<» to tho ftiiti for 
rcmoviii a? hcM of tlu Aftarano ^data» 
Ilea Acwc'atlaa. 'iilo protosti! 5r.v : ;-:tl- 
y.itJon tmtM TXffl w^arfuiWfl If Itfr. 
Ko^eil wewi Bilttiulad. as fhs Lti^io: 4 . 
«Uctrlct jnejM-.icii to bo removed any- 
wny. In nny cwr.t Hw ejff..°t fo pu« : -? 
Ro?zn!l »j nr.;- ih-ns actleiia tisr.t 
thu le&KO co c?edic but vi'bieh, aia% 
hove nae beat u,icora«50a In the tcwrd 
of LcSiau ujUfai ftb^rft ths country. 

ft was' crtcsorojjlrfs to ^oto that 
Robert t» Poreor, a Icgioa Post com- 
snaadcr b?70, protested tho move rgalnst 
RcsHseH. E%-en so, tha protest was routed 
by tho anH«Juocemw»t nt the State Is- 
Rion h rjdqairtera that Mr. Parson spoie 
only i& biraself. 

Mr. R022251 is perfectly entitled to 
hold hia views oi> tho Operation Aboli- 
tion fl£3 nsd to enprcao them when he 
ceea fit, Wo tmai the AEA will ho as 
fitajwaj^Jg^suyeort of Mr. Rozzsli 
tho Mlaijvteifi! AiarcSatloa has Iweti l« 
its ouppsat 9? Dr. hunter. The Issue Is 
tfej came 
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February 15, 1961 



Toison . 



PeLoach , 

' Evans, 
Molone , 

Tavel . 



AmarillOj_ Texas 
Dear Mrs J I 



be 

b7C 



Your letter of February 4, 1961, has been, 
received, and I appreciate your generous remarks concern- 
ing my book* ^Masters of Deceit. " 

I regret that X am unable to; be of assistance 
to you concerning the matter of your inquiry. In carrying 
out Its investigative responsibilities, the FBI does not make 
evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character or 
integrity of any organisation, individual or publication. I 
Jiope jou.will hot infer in this connection either that we do 
or that we do not have data in our files relating to the subject 
of your inquiry. 

In view of your concern about communism, I 
am enclosing some material which may be of assistance to 
you. 



Sincerely yours; 



en 
o 
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Enclosures (7) Listed next page. 
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.Enclosures (7) 

"What You Can Do TO Fight Communism 
Director's, Speech 10-18-60, 
Director's Speech 10-3-60 * . 

UEB Introduction, *4arch I960, 17th National Convention, CP IISA 
One Nation's Response to Communism 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Communist Target--Youth 

# 

-. , « 

NOTE: Buttles contain jio information, concerning cprrespoiidorit. 
The Jehu Birch Society w&^or^niied by Jtolaert Welch in December, 
1958, atindiahapolis, Indiana. It io allegedly #n, anti communist 
\prganizatiph with branches in many p^rts o£ the country. Welch 1 
was quite critical of former President Eisenhower and his 
Administration. SAC letter 60-5 calls this organization to the attention 
Of ihe field and instructs them that any information on their activities 
should be reported to the Bureau.; . . _ 
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Feb. 4, 1961 





Mr. J. Edgar Eoovor, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover j 



I Have feeen approached 'concerning membership 
in the ^ol^^i^h^ojci^tj^, headed by Mr. Robert 
Welch, w^Shheadquarters at Belmont, Mass. 



Parsons 
Belmont 
Mr. CaUahan 
Mr. Con 
Mr. De 
Mr. Milone 
Mr. McGuireL 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Trotters- 
Mr. Evans. 




Mr. \V.G.Sulliva| 
Tele. Room. 
Mr. Iiigra 
Miss Gandy. 



From v/hat I have learned from some of the 
local members and from reading some of the Society's^, 
literature, they seem to be a sincere group which 
is dedicated to fighting communism and encouraging^ 
constitutional government in the United States. ^* 
However, I would appreciate receiving your opinion^ 
of this organization before I enter wholeheartedly 
in their effort. 

May I also say that I am now in the process 
of reading your book "Masters of Deceit" . I 
wish that this book could be assigned as required 
reading for every high- school and college student 
in our beloved nation, and even more ideally, in 
every nation, > 



Yours truly. 






RE0.71 y^/gjf&l 
io feb *erW 





Sr 




February 15, 1961 



Galveston, Texas 



b7C 



Bear Mr, 



1 ^i^v^Nc".. ^W^^ 



Your letter of February 8, 1961, has been received, 
and the interest v/hich prompted you to y/rite is appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI is an 
investigative agency of the Federal Government and > as such, does 
not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character or 
integrity of any organization, publication or individuals I regret 
that I am unable to help you- and hope that you will not infer in this 
connection either that we do or that we do not have data in our files 
relating to the subject of your inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing With the general 
subject of communism which may be of interest. 

i' 

Sincerely yours, 

~7ft r T] ¥ 

fEBltJlSolj ' John Ed^r Hoovar ^J, ' 



Director 



f 




Enclosures (6) 

17th National Convention* CgUSA. ^.3.^60 LEB Introduction . , 
Communist Illusion and Dembcratic Reality \ j 

One Nation's Response To Communism \*jfi w y 

Director's speech of 10- 18-#?1 ►M»V" / 

Communist Target— ToW >' Y 1 p^^Y 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

NOTE; No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with 

londent. The jphn Birch Society was founded by Robert Welch 
„iont, Massachusetts. It is allegedly an antiebmmunist organization. 
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* RWE:pjh (3) j 




"W 1 



0 



. Mr._ _ _ 
•February 15, 1961 



be 

b7C 



Welch has been openly critical' of President Eisenhower' s Administration. 
We are conducting inquiries regarding the group. , - 
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Galveston, Tex. 
Feb. 8, 1961 



Dear Mr. Hoover, 



At the present time I am completing medical 
schoqf here in Galveston. During my. years here I have become b6 
very much aware of the communist threat to the world and 
more' importantly to our country. It has been a problem in 
finding a good reliable source of information concerning this 
threat and then doing my part against it. 

I am hesitant, to become active in any group whichft 
is active politically having seen the repercussions suffered by 
innocent people who were not careful in their choice of groups. 

My purpose in writing you is in reference to. a 
group in the United States, the John Birch Society. 

I want very much to become active in the battle, and 
hope that you may have some information at hand concerning this 
group (or any other)' which might help me to make a wise decision as to 
where to start. Specifically, of course, I have the most respect 
for your organization and your opinions. 

Any information with which you can supply me would 
be most appreciated. 

Sincerely 




all iurcrrrrrr ccrr/ura 
p \u 16 wcL:.'::m.LQ 



b7C 



4saL, ^ v \(\V)V 



V\W V>5^j S>TriJL . r>-*/w^ /Y^oui^ Oo^)©^_ 




«k vj^*A ^r^A \ts Vxoj^Yt^ 
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February 16, 1961 



I&ke Charles, Louisiana 
Dear Mr. 



b6 

b7C 



y v 



f t - 



Your letter of February 10, 1961, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write 
is indeed appreciated.. 

I regret that I am unable to be of assistance 
to you concerning the matter of your inquiry. In carrying 
out its investigative responsibilities, the FBI does not 
make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character 
or integrity of any organization, Jndiyidual or publication. 
I hope you will not infer in this connection either that we 
do or do not have data in our files relating to the subject 
of your inquiry. 

♦ 

In view of your concern about communism, 
I am enclosing some material which may be of assistance 
to you. 




Sincerely yours, 



\% 




Enclosu?resK5)' 1: 

STEP ON NEXT PAGE) 

SEE KO^E NEXT PAGE) 

JHtdnlTc (3) j | 
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Enclosures (5) 

Director' s Speech jO-18- 60 

Director's Speech 10-3-60 

One Jfetioh'ts Response to Communism 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

Communist Target— Youth. 



l^OTE: ^Ve have had no prior correspondence with Mr. | 
He. is On the Board of Directors of Rosa Hart Associates, which 
was. incorporated in Lake Charles, Louisiana.; The Chairman 
of the Board is one Rosa Harty who is tiie subject of ah Internal 
Security-R investigationv * 
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February 10, 196l 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U. S. Dept. of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 



Dear Sir, 



Here in Lake Charles, La. a_John Birch Society has been 
formed. I understand that this orginazation was "formed to fight 
Communism. What is the standing on this Society. 

I have never heard of such a group until it was formed 
here in our city. I have yet to read or hear anything about 
ths group. 

I want to make sure that this orginazation is really out 
to fight Communism." I don't want to be part of any group that 
isn't up to par. 



Very truly your^s, 




Lake Charles, La. 




n 

s FEB 3bS 1981 ~ 
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February 16, 1961 




, Port Arthur, Itexas 
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pi 
i 



Dear Mrs. 



VP 



Your letter of February 6, 1961, jias been 
received, and the interest •which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 



-11 



Although,! would like to oe of service, the CO 
FBI is an investigative agency of the Federal Government .j 
and, as such,, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions 
as to the character or integrity of any organization, publi- 
cation or individual. Z regret that I am unable to help you 
and hope that yoii will not infer In this connection either that 
we do or that we do not have data in Our files relating to the 
subject of your inquiry. 

My book, "Masters of Deceit, M published in 
1958, is available from the publisher, Holt, Rinehart and 
WjLnston, Inc.., 383 Madison Avenue, Hew York 17, New 
Yorkj at a cost of $5 per copy . I am sending, under separate 
cover, some literature dealing with the general subject of 
communism which may be of interest. 



I 

S3 

m 

s 

Q 

o 



rn, 



■IT 



— 

en 



Tolsoa 
Parson* 
Moht 
Bolooat 
Collatiah 
ContaJ 

fcvans . 
MaIon<? 
Bos»s 

Tiolter 
W.C. Sullivag 
Tele. Boom 

Ganiy 





Sincerely yours, 

X Edgar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



- Mr.. Morrell 
UiSG Material 



Room 4235 
(Listed next page) 



RWEtjab.f ^ 
(5) ' 



ri - 



NOTE. NEXT RA.G: 



i ■ 



ype mix CD 



USC, 'Material 

•^Qin^^lilliiisibi\ & Democratic Beality * r 

Go&andrCountry or- Communjhui? 

3--1V60 itEBIntroduction & jifth National Convention 

How To Fight Communism 

Communist Target- -Youth - " - 

Expose of Soviet Espionage . . 



NOTE: No record, could be located in Bufiles identifiable with; 
correspondent. The John BJLrch Society is purported to Joe an 
anticommunlst group-and wasrfbunded by Robert Welch of 
Belmont, Massachusetts. He -has been openly critical of 
President Eisenhowex'svadn^.Mstratibn. We are conducting' 
Inquiries regarding/the group; 
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February 6, 1961 





Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

ATTENTION: Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Dear Sir: 

A movie concerning Communism in the United States is 
currently being shown in this area. I do not know the name of it but 
have been advised that itis connected, with the Jjj Johir Birch Society " 
and a man nam ed RoberfrW elch. ' " - 

I would'iappreciate receiving any information concerning 
both the John Birch'^Society and Robert Welch that would<help me in 
determining if they are bona fide crusaders against Communism in 
our Country - or alarmists - or just what. 

As a borri-again -Christian, I cannot afford to be apathetic 
about such things; but ignorance certainly would appear to be apathy 
to an outsider. 

r 

I am also- interested in knowing where I can get a copy of 
your book "Masters^'of Deceit" as I understand it has been taken off 
the book-stands. 



7~f 



Sincerely, 



"II F*~ " rr% l C0"T.\I!I2D 




Jr^ort Artnur, Texas" 



be 

b7C 
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February 15, 1961 



Tol$oo 



Evans 
Malcoe 



Beaumont,, Texas 



Dear Mr. 



bo . 
b7C 



ITT 



Your letter of February 5, 1961, pas been, 
received, and the interest which prompted, you tq write is 
appreciated. 

Although,! would like to be of service, the 
FBI is an investigative agency of the Federal Government 
and, as such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions 
as to the character or integrity of any organization, publi- 
cation or individual. I regret that I am unable to help you 
and hope that you will hot infer in this connection either that 
we do or that we do not have data in our files relating to the 
subject of your inquiry. As a matter of policy, I am unable 
to recommend any groups to you as you suggested, and I 
hope you will understand my position in this respect. 

Enclosed is some material dealing with the 
general subject of ; communism which may be of interest. 



Sincerely yours, 

J- £d£ar Hdover 



MAILED 9 

FEB 10 1961 




John Edgar HOover 
Director 
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.Enclosures 

director's 10-18-60 speech 

Communist Illusion and; Democratic" Reality 

,3,-1-60 LEB Introduction- & 17th National Convention 

One Nation's Response to Communism - 

Expose of Sqyiet Espionage 

Communist Target- -fouth 

NOTE: No record co.uld be located in Sufiles identifiable with 
correspondent. Thef John Birch Society is pur ported to b r e an 
anticommunist group and was founded by Robert Welch of * 
Belmont, Massachusetts. He has been^openly . critical df 
President Eisenhower's administration. We are conducting 
inquiries regarding thelgroup;.. 



r 



O 



Wi. fidoan, Jloouen, 

cfederiot Pmi&kw. o-§ cM>eotto/oAton 

li)oofyimo/ton 35,&.C. 



3e&-. 5,1^61 



JD-coa ton,. Hoowi: 

c5 fia/u-e fvecenttty cow -In contact tuttn -a fyo hm, S^noPiSoot etty, founded 
^« ^o^ea^. tl>etcfo,,u>ttft, n^dcuant^no &etmont,llKioo. 3fte otat-ed 
fvunjioo-e o$ tnoo onxjom2Xitton to to caw^ <m -a mttAtant fy/pk a^-tnot 
<x>mmuntom. toanty 04 fcfie aojvecto of tnto oaouji 4^ ften^ecttty cnonoctev 
tottco o| communist 4^^ ono^mtexittono -ao otated tn tyoun, &ooft, 
" fnaot-eao 04 &eoett n . Coutd you t^t£ me t4 tnto <jnoujt faao &e-en -wnveotr- 
taatd and what tn4onmatton t^oui fyJL&b \m\% corvtatn, on tno ( §ohia Btncft 
Soctetty. ^ 

J -am fianttoutaa/Cty tnte'ieot-ed <t/n anty tn4onmatton tyou maty fvawe d^ao/ina 
on tfi-e Soctetty'^b ^w<wi<>«<>. c9t ooemo to me that thetn, memt^nolitfx 
4eeo -and &oofe-o^t/ttno -el^a-nto muot cueat-e a twenty OAaafote tncome. 
h/me not foeaad o§ anij- ofien -e44onto tnat coutd" ^{vE/atri hom tfvu> 
monety to itoed. 



c?4 tt to -a t^gAttmat^ on/^antgxitton,^ -am aveoty much, tn otymjaatfoty luttfi 
th-eta, aiKxw-ed fiun^vooeo and woutd <ttfee to &e acttu-e tn t^veti e44<>ito • - 
3% anty dou&to -ea-tot a&out tPvto onoufv c9 woutd ojtfiiectot^ tyoun, 
n^xmv^mdat ton 04 anty otfven, aaoufi tFi-at deoean>eo oufijiortt m tfve 



^tgfit aao>inot communtom. 
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February 16, £961 



Midland, Texas 



b6 

b7C 



Dear Miss 



I have received your letter of February 9, 
1961, and indeed, appreciate the interest -which prompted 
your v/riting. 

Witt regard to your inquiry^ I must point 
out that I am unable to be of assistance to you for 
those reasons v/hich I mentioned in my letter of December 30, 
1960. I hope you will not infer either that we do or do not 
have information relative to the organization you mentioned. 

* 

Sincerely yours, 



FEB 1 6 1931 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



fr 



NOTE: Bufiles mdicate»thaUcorxespondenUjyU^-30.-60 letter was 
advised that we do not i , * _ : Uiivl-u <gu; 



She was forwarded some 



^Alications- Or organizations,. 
cc> Amunism at this 



Tofson , 
Parsons 

Belnjont 
Oallohaft 
tonrad. 9 
DeLoach 
£van 
Mold 
Bosei? 
T«vel 



time. It is deemed advi^-Uo to ior ...i . 3 *e reply rather than 

repeat the prior letter, Uq?he'John*Bireh*boeiety*is purported to be an 
^^0-v|| li%P^ munist group and Was founded by Robert. Welch, of Belmont, 
— H- Massachusetts. He has been openly critical of President Eisenhowers 

-administration. We are conducting inquiries regarding 



J RWE:imv 



Troner. ..-j^j. 
W.C. Salllvao , 
Tele. Rooa 
Iwjtaa - 




the group. 

/ 
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Feb. 9, 1961 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 



Gentlemen: 



Thank you for your courtesy in answering my last 
inquiry regarding the publication of a pamphlet 
naming certain persons communists. While I appreciate 
your position, I still do not know what to believe. 

I am now) inquiring about an organization called 
"The John Birch Societ y" which claims to have your 
approval and which is~also fostering the impeachment 
of Chief Justice Earl Warren. 



Your? very truly, 



Midland, Texas 




4f 




February 16, iQ6^ 



be 

b7C 



Dear Mrs. 



Your communication postmarked February 3, 1951, 
has. been received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 

Although X would like to be of service, the FBI is an 
investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, does 
not make evaluations or draw conclusions a3 to the character or 
integrity of any organization, publication or individual. I regret 
that I am unable to help you and hope that you will not infer in. this 
connection either that we do or that we do not have ^ata in pur files 
relating to the subject of yOur inquiry. 



Enclosed is sOme literature dealing with the general 
subject of communism which may be of interest. 



FEB 1CES1 

■ ' COMM-f et 
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Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Tofson;,, 
Poison's, 
Unht , , 
Kelftont _ 
CorUoha,n . 
Conrad- 
DeLoaeh„ 
Hvahs M 
Malone ^ 
Rosen «„ 
Ttivel . 



14 ^ Hl&c$3ures (6) 

17th National Convention, CPUSA &. 3-60 LEB introduction 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality ^ ^ ]^\ V* 



rftf > \Qne Nation's Response to Communism fc Xi 
IT Director's speepft of 10-18^60 

^ Communist Ta<rget-r- Youth 
^j^J^Expose of^get Espionage ^T" 



TtoMer 

W.C.SoJUvan,. 
Tele. Boon _ 
Ingtaai , 
Gaudy. 



- NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with 
"vl ^^^^"I^J The John Birch Society was founded by Robert Welch 
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NOTE continued: 

of Belmont, Massachusetts. It is- allegedly an anticommunist organization. 
Welch, has been openly critical of President Eisenhower's Administration-. 
We rare conducting inquiries regarding the group. - 
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Dear Sir; 

Would you please send any information about 
the John Birch Society. 

Is at an anti- communist organization or a 
Communist Front organization? 

Thank you in advance. 

Sincerely, 



Mrs. 



be 

b7C 




1 - Mr. Simpson 



February 17, 1961 



Mrs. 
Box 



b6 
*b7C 



Summer ton, South Carolina 



Dear Mrs. 




. Your letter, dated February 9, .1961, has been 
received, arid your interest in- communicating -with me is 
indeed appreciated. ■• , ~* 

While I would like to be of assistance to you, - m 
the jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI do not " 
extend to furnishing evaluations or comments concerning 
the character or integrity of any individual, .organi- 
zation or publication.. Furthermore, a regulation of the 
Department of Justice prohibits the disclosure of 
information in our files to other than: .appropriate agencies 
in the executive branch of the Federal Government. 




I am precluded, therefore, from furnishing the 
information you desire; however, you should not infer 
that our files do or do not contain the information you 
requested. 

I aim enclosing some material concerning the 
menace of communism available for general distribution 
by the FBI which you may like to read. 



Sincerely yours, 



Tolsron jQ- 
Mofit„ 

Caftahai 
Contad 
DeLpacb , 
Malone _ 
McGuire _ 
Ro^sn 
Tro^et J_ 
Evans , 



. rv **** 



'• J T -y * 1 



John Edgar Hpqver 
Director 



RD 
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(3) jf SEE NOTE ON 



.C. Sullivan _ 
Tele, Roojn,,™, 
Ingtam -~. 
(Sandy .. - 
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NOTE ON YELLOW ; 

Correspondent has become concerned \vith. -American 
reaction to the threat of communism and requests answers 
to a number of questions.. She refers to the fact that the 
Methodist Federation for Social Action has been- cited by 
the House Committee on. Un-American Activities as a communist 
activity and inquires why. this has not been made public, in- 
every Methodist church. She states Francis <T. McConnell 
and G,. Bromley Oxnam have allegedly been associated with 
communist front organizations and asks' if ihey are today 
members of communist fronts. She also requests to be 
advised if there are any communists in the National Council 
of the Churches of Christ and the National, Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People and whether there 
are. any federal laws prohibiting out-of-state persons from 
coming into* a state to stir up trouble. She also inquires 
if the .John Birch Society has tbe blessings of the FBI,, 
will the FBI one day have the "go-ahead'? to round up all 
communists,- and whether anything can be done about the 
communists as long as there are laws t° protect them. 
Buf iles contain no identifiable data concerning the 
correspondent . , 

In view of the broad nature of her numerous 
requests, it is believed the above reply wi-1'1 best serve 
the interests of the Bureau. 

* - 

Buf iles reveal that both Bishop Francis J*. McConnell 
and Bishop; G. Bromley Oxnam Of the. Methodist Church have 
in the past been associated with a number of communist front 
organizations. They have not been, investigated by the. 
Bureau. (62-101302, 100-49640) / 

The National Council of the Churches of Christ 
has hot been investigated by the Bureau. We have kept 
abreast of the efforts of the' Communist Party to infiltrate 
it through our over-all investigations of the Communist 
Party, USA. It does not appear that the "policies of this: 
organization aire being dictated by the Communist Party. 
(100-50869) 



NOTE ON YELLOW, CONTINUED, PAGE THREE 
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NOTE/ON YELLOW, j .CONTINUED . 

* - The communist infiltration of the National 

Association for the Advancement of "..Colored People is the 
subject of a current Bureau iny est igat ion. 

The John Birch Society is: allegedly an anti- 
.commuriist organization with chapters' throughput the 
country and has hot been investigated by the Bureau . * Jit 
, has in the past been extremely Critical of former 
.President Eisenhower . / 

' The; following items Pf literature were furnished 
to the correspondent : , * • - 

* > -" - * 

, ' .1.; ^6'ne Nati'pn's Response to Communism. *' 
- , . : -*2. ''What: Ypu Can do -to Fight Communism and 
Preserve America." , 
. " ^3/ "Thk Communists Are- After C)ur Minds. r 

4. "Red Goals and Christian Ideals." 

5. ^Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion." 
' „jB.. ''God and Country or Communism?" 



0 
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inerton, S . C . 



Mrs 
Box 

Summer! 
Feb. 9,1961 



Director J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Y/ashington , D.C. 

Dear Sir: ~ -■ 



'TNED 



ALL TTr-'tflCill C0 VT T»T1 
KEKLIiJ lo miCUZ'^lULO 




I first became interested in communism in 1947 when an astute history 
professor at Duke University required that his students learn The Communist 
Manifesto frontwards, backwards, and inside out. He insisted that perhaps 
in his life time and most certainly in ours, that America would find herself^; 
in a life and death struggle with the men who have dedicated themselves to 
the task of transforming the words of the Manifesto into deeds. I don't 
suppose any of us at the time realized the truth of which he spoke but he 
made history, past, present, and future a fascinating experience for all. 

I have been deeply concerned with the Ammerican re-action to the threat 
of communism and since I have been teaching an adult Methodist Sunday School 
class that concern has turned into sheer alarm and frustration. The in - 
filtration of communist doctrine into the churches of our country is 
appalling. ^ 

Can you help me find the answers to the following questions ? Any help 
that you can give me will be greatly appreciated. | 

1. According to the Congressional Committee on Urn -American Activities the j 
Methodist; Federation for Social Action is " among the l more conspicuous front * 
for Communist activity in the field of relief , assistance , and welfare work .. 
A statement in their Social Service Bulletin No. 8,1932 admits cooperation 
with the Communists." If this is so why has it not been made public in every 
Methodist Church in America ? Methodist ministers claim there is nothing to 
it - yet our literature is filled with leftr-wing propaganda week after week.. 

2. Francis J. McConnell with 27 past communist affiliations and G. Bromley 
Oxnam with 11 past communist affiliations have tremenduous influence through , 
the National Council of Churches and through our Methodist literature, (thers* 
are many others also) They are too intelligent to be just tools in the hand' 
of the Communists. Are they today members of Communist Fronts ? rJr 

3. The National Council of Churches is one of the most un-democratic 
organizations in the world. No church member (with the exception of the 
Baptists) is asked if he wants to join. The hierarchy of the church joins 
for him and then he foots the bill. Are there .any known Communists in the f I 
N.C.C. ? Here is one Methodist they don* t^re present. £a tfof->r~ ffym 

4. I am a native of Ohjtfp; arid since moving W" S.$.Vln* 1944 I have found the 
integration problem to* be much more complex thitri jrastFUB 2§ot9B3m of one or 
two children going to a, certain school .^'V- sure the Communists have taken 

advantage of the situation, to aggravate racial jstrifer^e^-t^IP^ any kno 
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Communists in the NAACP ? Or are they too smart to let them carry cards ? 

•3i* Is there no federal law which pro-hibits out of state people from 
coming into a state and deliberately stirring up trouble? Nearly 100 fo of 
the present chaos is started by non residents of the state. It would be far 
better if they would clean up their own back yards . 

(?« Does the John Birch Society have the blessings of the FBI in its work? 

7i. Is there any hope that one day the government will give the FBI the go- 
ahead to round up all card carrying Communists and deal with them as the 
traitors which they are ? 

8.1s there really any thing that can be done as long as there are laws to 
protect the enemy and further their cause? 

As I see it, the Communists have eaten through the soft part of the 
apple and are now gnawing at the very core - the faith this country v/as 
founded upon and the faith that has enabled,, men to give their lives that 
America might stay free. The N.C.C., preachers, and teachers are sowing the 
seeds of doubt about the Christian Faith. They have re-written the Bible to 
suit>. their needs and are advocating one world with a universal religion 
that will make 11 wide the gate and broad the way" to everlasting life. 
I wonder if any of them have read the Book of John lately. " And ye shall 
know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. ...I am the way, the truth 
and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me." 

I almost forgot Jesus was only a poor teacher and the Book of John 
wasn't written by John anyhow. Or v/as it ? 



May God bless you and all who seek the /truth with you. 



Sincerely, 




b6 
b7C 



February i% *961 



A 



Santa Barbara, California 



Dear Mr. 



t r 



Your telegram; of February 15, 1961, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to communicate 
■with me is appreciated. 

* 

Although I would like to be of service the FBI , 
is.an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
Such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
.character or integrity of any organization,, publication or * 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection, either that we-tiO or that 
we do not . have data in duf files relating, to the subject of your 
inquiry. - <- . 



b6 



ToUon 9^ 
Parsons 

» Motif -,.., 

Eteloont 
• Callahan n 
- Conraij i 
, DeLoacoIj-, 

: iBSwm * ^_ 

Mal'one 
Be>M^ - 

1 " . ."_ 

« Trotter 



W.C. Sullivan. 
Tele. Room — 



Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of ihtere 

Sincerely yours, 



Sohn Edgar Hoover 

f'{ 




Director 




Enclosures (6J. j 

17th, National' Convention* C?USA & 3-60 LEB Introduction 
^Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
f One Nation's Response To Communism Communist Target— Youth 
Director's speech, of 10-18-60 Expose of Soviet Espionage 




see NOTE next 
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NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles, identifiable with 
correspondent.. The John Birch Society w£s founded by itobert Welch 
of Belmont, Massachusetts. It is allegedly an ahticommunist organization. 
Welch has been openly critical of. President Eisenhower's Administration. 
We are conducting inquiries regarding the group. 
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DallasltB, Texas 
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'T,T t */ " " ' *W 



Your letter dated February 9, 1961, has 

been received. 

* r 

Although I would like Jto be of service,, the 
'functions and responsibilities of this? Bureau as a Federal 
investigative agency do not extend to furnishing evaluations, 
or drawing conclusions as to the character or integrity of 
any organization, publication or individual. Please do not 
infer, however, from my inability to be of aid either that 
we do or that we do not have information in our files 
relating to the subject of your inquiry 

In view of your interest, I am enclosing 
material available for general distribution on the subject 
of communism. 




Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Enclosures (6) 
tDiftectgrJ*! sp'e&ch 10-18-60 
" How to. Beab Communism 

Expcteeybf-Soviet Espionage 



:' r f 

... y v/ 




What You Can Do- To Fight Communism 
Series From "Christianity Today" 
Communist Target -.-Youth, J*aJ^— 



%C. Sullivan 
Tefe< Rooo . ^.m 
Itt9tam-^__ 
Candy . 



I correspondent is not identifiable in Butiles. The John Birch Society 
is allegedly 'an anticommunist organization with branches throughout the 
U. S. Its head, Robert Welch, has bitterly attacked the Eisenhower 
Administration in the past in his writings,, and the Bureau is currently 

maiuhooh'Q Tawvp£wiPe^ uct ^f limited investigation of . his group, and publication 

' entitled "American Opiniom " , 

Y 
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TRUE COPY 



February 9, 1961 



Dear Mr. Hoover, 

I would very much appreciation any 
information you can give me on an anti -communist 
organization called the The JohfrSirch Society. 

I understand that many of the anti- 
communist organizations are in reality Communist 
organizations. Is this true of the John Birch Society? 

Thank you for your time and trouble. 



/s/ 



Sincerely, 



Dallas 18, Texas 
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February 17, 1961 



Tolsoft .— ~- , 
Parsons _,„ 

Mofit 

fteloiont 
Callatian — _i 

CoMiJiJ 

Evans ._ ■ . . 
Mai one .. 
Bosen. 

Tayel « 

Ttottsr 

W.C. SuUIvan , 
Tela. Boom w 
Ingram . 
Gondy , 



Phoenix, Arizona 



Dear tir. 



Your letter was received on February 13, 
1961, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 

While I would like to be of assistance to 
you with regard to your inquiry, the jurisdiction and 
responsibilities of the FBI do not extend to furnishing 
evaluations or comments relative to the character or 
integrity of any organization, individual or publication. 
I hope you will not infer in this connection that we dp or 
do not have- data in our files regarding the organization you 
mentioned. 

Enclosed is material regarding the general 
subject of communism which may be of interest to you. 




Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Enclosures (5) % 
17th National Conv§nt$s •& Intro. 3-60 LEB 
Communi^Musrori and Democratic Reality 
Communist Party, USA 
Expose of Soviet Espionagt 
Communist Target^ SToutri 

(SEE m>TE NEXT PAGE) 
5AW:jksy$t) 4 
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Mr. 



NOTEr Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiies. The John 
Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization with 
branches oyer me various parts pf the country. Our field off ices 
have been.alerted to -watch its activities inasmuch as its head,, 
Robert Welch, indicated at one' time that he thought a .gtoup having 
the. appearance of a -front organization might be effective in 
attracting true subversives. Welch has,, in the past, also attacked 
President Eisenhower and his Administration in his. writings. 
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Phoenix, Arizona 
February 9, 1961 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Director Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D» C 

Dear Sir: 

My colleague and I have been exposed to the problem of the 
Communist infiltration in this country. The problem is: 
how to combat this organization. 

I expressed a desire to join an Anti-Communist organization. 
To this, my colleague answered as follows: 

"Which organization?" 

"Is the one you choose reputable?J! 

(My reference was to the JohrrTBirch Society) _ 
"Why isn't there advertising of this organization 

on radio, newspapers, and T.V.?" 
"Is it advisable to have people attend these meetings 

on a membership-only basis?" 



Explanation: 



A person cannot attend these meetings without 
being accompanied by a member of the society. 



We would appreciate your personal comment (along with any 
other information) on this organization at your earliest 
convenience. 



BWM:at 



Yours truly, 




UNITED STATES GO\QtfMENT 

'Memorandum 



to : DIRECTOR,, FBI (62-104401) 



SAC, BOSTON (100-32899) 

THE JOH^PllRCH SOCIETY, INC. 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 



v. ft 



date: 2/17/61 



all ii:rcr;:^ioH ottaotd 

HER2I1I 16 ht^i^^w 



Rebuairtel to Boston dated 2/8/61. 

Enclosed are five copies of a letterhead memorandum 
entitled "The John Birch Society, Inc." and five copies of a V 
letterhead memorandum entitled "American Opinion," a 
publication of Robert Welch, Inc., for possible dissemination, 
by the Bureau. No dissemination is being made locally, by the 
Boston Office. 

The investigation was conducted by SA DARREL B. CURRIE 
at Boston and Belmont, Mass. on 2/10, 14 and 15/61. 

The source who furnished information, on 2/14/61 
was ARTHUR FLYNN, Postmaster, Belmont, Mass. 

As pointed out in Boslet to the Bureau dated 9/2/59 
captioned "ROBERT H. W. WELCH, INC., INFORMATION CONCERNING, >0 
INTERNAL SECURITY, " HERBERT A. PHILBRICK had stated that he AX 
Was a "home" member of the John Birch Society. A separate / J 
lead is being set out to contact PHILBRICK at Rye Beach, N. ^H. 
for any current "information regarding the number of 
John Birch chapters now functioning, and for any other pertinent 
data concerning this matter. The Bureau will be advised 
concerning this at a later date as PHILBRICK is currently on 
a speaking engagement on the West Coast. 

Files of the Boston Office contained background 
information 'on only two of the Incorporators of "The John 
Birch Society; Inc.," namely, ROBERT W. WELCH, JR. and 
ELLEN DOUGLAS (G'HOKER) SNOW. The information oh WELCH has 
been set forth in the letterhead. It is to be noted that 
ecords at the Credit Bureau^ of Greater Boston, Inc., 
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'^Bureau 
C-Boston 



DBCtpo'b 




(62-104401) (] 
(100-328JT9),, 



10) (RM) 




'« r 




j2 ~£~if- & I 




BS 100-32899 



11 Beacon Street, Boston, Mass., Indicated that ELLEN DOUGLAS 
GUCKER was the widow of ALEXANDER GUCKER, a former FBI Agent, 
Boston files contain a report dated 9/29/41 at Philadelphia 
entitled "ALEXANDER LOWERY GUCKER, APPLICANT - SPECIAL AGENT, " 
showing ELLEN DOUGLAS as the wife of the applicant. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Boston,. Massachusetts 
February * 17, 1961 



"AMERICAN, OPINION, " 
a publication 'Of 
Robert Welch , Iric .= 
385 Concord Avenue 
Belmont, -Massachusetts 



A. INCORPORATION 



Records of the Secretary of State,, Department.' of. , 
Corporation^ State House,, Boston, Massachusetts, show this 
business, orgahizatidn^was incorporated January 13, 1956, 
listing address as 2.W Orchard Street^ Belmont , Massachusetts. 
Officers Of the Corporation were listed- as:. 



President, 



Treasurer 



Robert H. W. Welchj Jr. 43. Fletcher Road, 
- ■ * ■ •>■:' Belmont-, • 

Massachusetts ' 

.Robert V H,. %. Welph, jV. 43 Fletcher Road," 

BelmontV ' . *" 
Massachusetts 



Clerk (Secretary). EilenM? Lovett 



«' r ll Traymiore Street, 

Cambridge, 
* Massachusetts 



Directors were listed' as: 



3 Robert H. W. Welch > Jr. 
Ellen Mi-Eovett 
. Ellen Douglas Guck'er 



B. NAMES OF INCORPORATORS- »/ 

I4 Robert f. Ws Welch, Jr.-. 
4;3 Fletcher Road, 
: Belmont, Masskchusetts 

" 2. Eiien Douglas Guelder 

3. .. Ellen. Mi Dovett. 

S 2 



(Shares of Common Stock 1001) 
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"■AMERICAN OPINION" 



C. AIMS, AND PURPOSES ' 

The. dissemination of information to the general 
public through the medium of the publication of papers., 
books, magazines and lectures. 

To buy, selli rent, lease, , mortgage and otherwise 
„,deai in goods, wares, merchandise and 'personal property of 
eyery name, nature > and description, and incidental thereto; 
"to buy, sell, rent, lease, mortgage and otherwise deal in 
lands Or any interests therein, houses, buildings, real estate 
of every nature or description, factories, manufacturing 
establishments or equipment and to engage in manuf acturing- 
of every sort and description;, to draw.,- accept, endorse, 
•acquire and sell negotiable or transferable instruments 'or - 
securities, including bonds, notes and bills of exchange, 
to subscribe for, acquire, hold, sell, exchange and deal in 
shares, stocks, bonds, obligations or ■' seciiritie.s of any 
private ot public corporation, government, Or municipality 
.an;d this ' corporation shall have express power to hold, 
purchase or otherwise acquire, sell,, assign, transfer, 
mortgage, pledge or otherwise dispose of capital stock, bonds;, 
debentures or other ^evidence of indebtedness created by this, 
or any other .corporation, and while ^owner --thereof to exercise 
all the rights and privileges of ownership including the 
right to vote thereon j. ♦ ♦ in* general to carry oh 

the business in connection with the foregoing arid to transact 
any business permitted a business corporation under the 
provisions of Chapter i56> General Laws of Massachusetts.. 
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"'AMERICAN OPINION" * . ^ - ■ 

i 

D., .KCHANCIAL. position 

A financial statement filed April 23, 195.8 showed 
assets of $27,320.85 and the following data concerning stock: 

Total authorized 1^000 shares Preferred 

5,000 shares Common 

Total issued , 10 preferred Value $1, 000. 

4,010 Common Value $4>010« 

A financial statement of June 3, 1959 showed 
assets of $65,003,54 and the following stpck data; 

Total issued 322 Preferred; Value $32,200. 

* 4,322 Common \ if^iue $" 4,322. 

A financial statement of June 27, 19^0 showed 
assets of $77, 475.82 and the following stock datar 

Total issued 334 Preferred Value $33,"400. 

* ■ •4,334 Common Value $ 4 > ,334,. 

The following is from a Dun and firad street report 
dated March 25,„ ,1959 entitled Robert Welch,, Inc., 
"American Opinion," 385 Concord .Avenue, ;Belmbnt, Massachusetts 

Robert H„ Welch, Jr. President and. Treasurer 
Eilen M. Lovett - Clerk . 

Directors - TJtie officers- with Mrs. Ellen Douglas Snow 
Started I956 

Summary 

Principal of independent means organized Corporation to 
publish an anti-Communist periodical ii ^Financial statement 
is lacking. 

History 

The trade style is unregistered. It is the title *of the 

periodical published by the subject corporation. 

•"■«,***, 

This 1 is a Massachusetts, corporation formed January 13, 1956* 
Authorised capital li 000 .shares of preferred stock and 5,000 
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"AMERICAN. OPINION." 



shares of- common* stock. At incorporation date there were 
1,'6'0"3 shares of the common stock issued, of which 1, 001 shares, 
were held by Robert Welch, President and Treasurer. 

Robert VH. Welch, Jr. was born in North Carolina in 1899 and 
is married.. He. is Vice President of James ,6. Welch Cc, Inc., 
Candy Manufacturers, Cambridge, Massachusetts. He-was 
actively engaged in that corporation from 1'935 and continues 
to be. active iti ah advisory capacity. In a financial . 
statement of June 30, 1957 the corporation showed a tangible 
net worth of $1,951,^36 and, a good financial condition. 
Welch is also' ah officer of five corporations affiliated, with 
James 6. Welch Co., inc*, which . corporations act as sales 
organizations for the manufacturing concern. At the present, 
time Welch devotes, nearly >all his time to the subject business. 

Miss LoVett is employed here as Editor and 
Secretary w 

Mrs; Show, a housewife -,, also assists on a 
part time basis.- 

The periodical published by the, subject ya.& originally called 
"Qne Man's Opinion." However^, the name of; jbjhe publication 
was. changed- in: February, .1958' to ''American Opinion." . * 

Operation r. Location. 

..Publishes tfcfe "American Opinion" and. is' an an ti- communistic 
periodical* Annual subscriptions aa^e sold at the rate of 
$5 per year to individuals in the United States and abroad. 
There are 11 -iss.ues published annually. The only advertising 
solicited is from book and magazine; publishers*- ' Two regular 
employees..- The\ actual printing Is done 1jy others. - 

Headquarters located. ,on the first floor of this modern 
two-storied, concrete block and: brick office building, located 
pn a main thoroughfare, commercial section. 

Financial Information 

On March $4-, 1959 Robert H. W.elcb, ji?. declined a financial 
statement., He did say that the corporation had sufficient „ 
funds 'available to meet its trade obligations' and other 
operating expenses. 



"AMERICAN OPINION" - 

Np volume- figure^ were g%ven but there are estimated to be 
between 5,000 and- 000- -subscribers to, this "publication with 
the annual volume probably $25,000 or better. 

The. extent of the capital investment and the overall condition, 
could not be definitely determined 1. Operations are believed, 
to be breaking even at, best with the corporation being 
financed by advances from Welch* He, is cori^ijder.ed to be of 
^hdependent. means, „ . 



' - The following is. from a Dun and Brad street report 
dated September 26, i960: 

Robert Welch, Inc : ; * 

"American Opinion" «"..,* ' , 

Robert H. Welch, Jr.: - •Pre'sident arid Treasurer 
Eiien M-. iovett - Merk"- 

Directors*- Officers, with Mrs* Ellen Douglas Snow, 

- ^ *■ Summary ' 

Corporation publishes ^anti-,communist periodical. Financial 
statement withheld* l 

i _ - - r 

Operation _ 

Publishes "American, Opinion" which lis an anti^commuriistlc : 
periodical. : Annual subscriptions sold at $5 per year to 
individuals in United States and abroad. Eleven issues; 
'annually...' The actual printing Is done, by others. 6,000 
subscribers with annual volume about $25,000. * " ' 

Welch also active in John Birch Society which, he organized 
, to combat communism. •* * - -' 1 



"AMERICAN OPINION" 



BV .CREDIT, RATING 

The credit rating at Dun and Brad street and. at the 
Credit Bureau of Greater Boston for Robert Welch, In<?. was 
favorable.- 1 



„F. ' CIRCULATION AND .MANNER OF DISTRIBUTION 

The Dun and Brad street report of March £J5j 1959 - 
reflects' that annual subscriptions to "American Opinion" 
are sold at the rate of $5 per year to individuals in the, • 
United States and abroad^, with 11 is&ues published annually. 
This report estimates between 5»0P0 ahd, .6,000 subscribers. 
With ah annual volume Of probably $2%, 000 or better, 

A source* who has furnished reliable information 
in the pa&t, advised on February 1^, 1961, that voluminov^s 
mail, bearing the return address of bdth "The John Birch 
.Society" and "American Opinion/ 1 385 Concord Avenue, Belmont, 
Massachusetts, Is handled at the Belmont, Massachusetts 
Post Office. This, source further advised that these matters , 
are handled . both. . as= first class mail (sealed) and .as third 
class mail (unsealedj;» , 

*" ■ 

• * ' ' This, memorandum; contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the 5BI. It the' property of £he FBI 
and is .loaned to your agency it and it's contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Boston, Massachusetts 
February 17, 1961 
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THE. JOHN' BIRCH SOCIETY, INC. 
385 Concord. Avenue 
Belmont, Massachusetts 



V 



A. INCORPORATION 

Records of the Secretary of State, Department of 
Corporations, State liouse, Boston Massachusetts, show thkt 
this organization" was incorporated On December 23, 1958 and 
.given charter number 624-300.. The officers of the 
Corporation were listed as follows: 



President 



Treasurer 



Cleric (Secretary) 



Robert Welch 
Robert Welch 
Ellen 



43 Fletcher Road, 
Belmont, Massachusetts 



* 43 Fletcher Road', 




Directors were listed, as:. 



Mary M^^Jhite 




Roberta-Welch 
\ 

Elletf ,M. Lovett 



Cambridge, Massachusetts^ 



J25 Upland^Road, - ~- 

"We st Con cord ,, ..Mas s$j&ua£if$ & 

43 Fletcher Road 
Belmont , Mas sactiuset t s 

II. Traymore Street,. 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 



•TT, T 4 -. *t**7 ^«vt""£!!T!> 
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B. NAMES OF INCORPORATORS^ /^ 
RobertS^ch 

MarianlF3*obect\stoelch 

• A 

Ellen M. LoVett 



2. 
3. 
4. 



Mary M. White 



43 Fletcher Road j Belmont, 
Massachusetts 

k% Fletcher Road A Belmont, 
iMassachusetts 

11 Trayraore Street, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 

25 Upland Road,. Vest Concord, 
Massachusetts \ 



5. Ellejfodugia^JSnoW \ 24 0rphard^Street, Belmont, 



6. 
7. 



Philip "LSs, 
Juliette D.\Guild 



39 Harwich: Road, Brockton, 
Massachusetts^; 

„63^Burdgtt Avenue, -Hingham, 
Massachusetts 



C. AIMS AND PURPOSES 

To promote civic interest in national and international 
affairs by an; educational program and collection of literature 
and dissemination, of the same for educational purposes; and 
to do. any and all things which may be necessary and incidental 
to the foregoing, and in general, to do all other things which 
may be legally permitted to this corporation by Massachusetts 
General Laws, Chapter l80.i and acts in amendment thereof and 
in additional thereto as a non-profit business organization. 



ft, FINANCIAL POSITION 

As a non-profit business organization it was not- 
required to file a financial statement but was required to 
file "An Annual Report of Officers." The first annual report 
filed November 16, 1959 showed the same officers and directors 
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as named at the time^cf incorporation* . No , report, has been, 
received, .by the Secretary of State fotf th^yeai* i960. 

The following is from a Dun and Brad street report 
dated August- 5, i960 captioned "John Birch Society, Incv, 
385" Corxcord A_ye, Belmont, Mass." : * 

Robert; H. Welch,, Jr<, Presid'entrrTreasurer - 

Miss Ellen I^yetti Cleric 

Directors - Officer's » with Mrs. Mary White 

Summary. 

A non-profit" organization which publishes, Ant i -Communist 
Information. , Financial statement declined-. 

Trade - - 

Subject is not a general seeker of credit due to the; nature . 
of the operation. 

r 

Finance 

On- August 4 '» li96o Robert Welplx* $V*> President and Treasurer', 
declined a financial statement .and complete operating, details. 
He did say that the. Corporation had .sufficient capital t.6 
ineet its peeds hut gave ho detailed figures. Welch is now\- "' 
known to represent considerable means in his own rights 
howeyer , the extent of the capital investment there and the 
method for financing, has been- withheld at this time. 

Operation • ' * 

Publishes ,% monthly bulletin, of, an antiroommunis^ic nature., 
Purpose is to combat communism by means of this -literature. 
Location: Headquarters, location on first floor of this 
modern two-story building in commercial section. 

History 

This: is reported to be a Massachusetts Corporation how utider 
the laws governing non-profit and educational corporations., 
organization details, not immediately available.. Active 
operations began ih 1959'.. • 
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Welch, Jr., born in North Carolina in 18<29,. is married. He 
is Vice President of James Q. Welch .Co., Inc.., Candy 
Manufacturers, Cambridge, Massachusetts, which •corporation 
has a net. worth of more than $2 million and; .,a good financial 
condition. "Welch is active at that point and in an advisory 
capacity. He .devotes most of his time to the subject 
.Corporation and to Robert Welch Inc. which- is located at the 
.above address and publishes a monthly bulletin, "American 
Opinion." Statement of that Corporation is unavailable. 

Miss Iiovett is employed/by the subject Corporation as an 
editor and secretary and also works for Robert Welch, Inc. 
iri. the same capacity... : 

Mrs.. White is also ah employee, appearing for organizational 
purposes only; 

As far as could be learned there are no ip,terrC'ompany relations 
between the. subject and James 0* . "Welch Co'ij. Inc. The Extent 
of any inter-company relations "between John Birch Society, inc. 
and Robert Welch, inc. not disclosed* 



E. CREDIT RATING 

The credit rating at Pun and Bradstreet ,and at the 
Credit Bureatt ;of Greater Boston, inc. for Robert Welch >,_Jr. 
was favorable. 

# - ■ . 



F. NUMBER. 0F ! CHAPTERS . 

The Blue Book of the John Birch Society, copyright 
.1959 by Robert Welch > states the Society was- founded 
December 9, 1958 at, ^Indianapolis, Indiana. Page Ifj of the 
Blue Book reports. ,r we now haVe a full-time staff »bf 
Coordinators at work, helping to establish chapters and to 
supervise those already established iri Mass., Florida, 
Michigan, Illinois, Tennessee and. Texas." 
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On December 21, 1959, Robert W» Wei eh, Jr. 
stated that there were chapters of the John Birch Society in. 
15 different states ♦ 



G. BACKGROUND DATA. CONCERNING, INCORPORATORS 

The following information concerns Robert W. Welchj, Jr.. 

Records of the Harvard Law School, Alumni Records 
Office, Cambridge, Massachusetts,, reflect that 
Robert H. W. Welch, Jr. was at Harvard Law School from 1919 
to 1921 and received ho .degree. He received his A. B. degree 
frora the University of North Carolina in 1916 and, sis of both - - 
1948 and 1953:, was Vice President in charge, of Sales and. 
Advertising for the James 0. Welch Company,, Candy Manufacturers,, 
810 Main Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

The 35th Reunion Report of the Harvard Law School* 
Class of 1922, published in 1957 , in addition to inf ormation 
set? out above, reflect s that he married* Ma ria n Probert fft 
1922 and ha d two sons, | land l ~ 

I I It also showed that he was in the United ,State.L 

Tflaval Academy at Annapolis, Maryland, during World War I ahq\ b7c 

. during World War II was on, the Advisory Commission of the 
Office, of Price Administration, in addition > from 1951 to 
1954,, he was a member of the Belmont, Massachusetts School 
Committee and had. served, as a Director of several, small 
businesses and one bank. From 1951 to 1957, he was a Director 
of the National Association. .Of Manufacturers-, being its 
Vice President from 1955 to 1957. The report listed two 
publications by Mr. Welch: "May God Forgive ps" (1952) and 
"Life of John Birch" (1954) i 

Volume 4 of "Who's Who in New England-/" dated 1948, 
sets forth the following additional information: 

Mr. Welch was born in Edentoh, North Carolina, December 1, 1899. 
He was a founder of the Oxford Candy Company in 1922 and its 
Sales Manager in 1935. From 194o to the time of publication., 
he had been Vice President and Director of Sales and 
Advertising of the James 0. Welch Company, Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. As of the date of publication, he is shown as 
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a member ;6f the Board of Directors of 'Robert -W^^ch.. Publishing 
Company; Chairman of the Board of the Washington Commission 
of the National Association of Candy Manufacturers; a 
member of the Board of Directors of the United Prison 
■Association, ■ and during World War II was a member of the 
Office of Price Administration Committee for the candy industry. 
He is shown to be the, recipient of vthe. Kettle Award by the 
pahdy industry in 1947 and a member of the Massachusetts Chess 
F£d'eraiioU*($dara"6f 'Direc.t.9r*s>. l9j!Kj*i9'44}.*. 

Mr. Welch, is. shown as a Republican and lists: his clubs ast 
Harvard ^Boston ahU New York) , Skating. (Boston) , Oakley k 
Country 5 {Bp;ard" of Directors) . He. is. author of "Road to 
Salesmanship" (1941)/" and 'has contributed artlcle.s to business 
publication's. He is f^urthfer shown as public' ^speaker on 
business, economic and social conditions. His home Address 
is shown as A3 Fletcher Road, Belmont, 'Massachusetts, and his 
office as 810 Main. Street, Cambridge.- 39,, Massachusetts. 

* ,"1" * ■ * a 

Personnel at the office of the Massachusetts 
Commissioner of probation,, Suffolk County Courthouse, 
Boston, Massachusetts, a central repository for criminal and 
traffic conviction, records within the Commonwealth, advised 
that they were iiriable to locate any records identifiable- 
with the names of the Incorporators \, - ." 

Personnel at the' Credit Bureau of Greater Boston, Inc.. 
advised that they were, unable to locate any record for the 
following Incorporators: 

Marian Frdbert Welch , - 1 . 

Mary Mi White - 
•Juliette D. Guild 

These records reflected the following 'on - 1* 

1. Robert H. W. Welch, Jr., 43 Fletcher Road,, 

Belmont, Massachusetts.. President and Treasurer 
of Robert Welch, Inc. (publishers),. 335 Concord 
Avenue, Belmont. Credit favorable. 
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2. Ellen Douglas Snow (formerly Gucker). A report 

dated March 5* 195*7 showed her as wife of 
Stanley Carman Show, residing at, 24 Orchard 
Street, Belmont j "Massachusetts. Her age was 47 
and his> was 64. He was employed by £ee Higginsofl 
COrp., Boston, Massachusetts (investments).. 
- credit favorable. A report dated June 2, 1954 
indicated that Ellen Douglas Gucker., 24 Orchard 
Street, Belmont, Massachusetts was the widow of 
Alexander Gucker. She was then employed by 
Rpbert Welch of T^elch Candy Co.* $10 Main Street, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts regarding his writing 
and lecturing. Her former addresses were listed 
as 70 Horace HOad, B s elmont, and 169. Sycamore 
Street/ Albany* 3JewTfprIc> Credit- favorable* 



I Massachusetts-- & yenwc daned 

March 2b\, 194f showed I 

Employed by James, 6. Welch Co.,: £10 Main Street, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, for past 12 years. 
Credit favorable. 



1 Massachusetts. /A report date d" 
acbdheP <0,- iqq8 showed ! | Of 

I Bridgewateri Massachusetts, 
Credit favorable. _ 



This memorandum contains neither recommendations 
npr conclusions of the $B%, it is the -property of the EBt 
and i& loaned to your agency; ; 4't and its contents are not 
to be distributed Outside your agency. 



3, 
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ToJsoh _ 

Parsons 

Unhf 

Caftgfian . 
Contad _ 
Cel.oa.ch, 

Evaos - 

Malons 
Rosen, 
T««eJ „ 
Trotter , 



iV.C. SulUyan — 
Teje. Rooo _, 
Ingrcos . 
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Gloucester, Massa chus etts 
Dear Mrs. 



Jbeen received. 



Your letter dated February .10, 1961, has ^ 



C5 



Although I would like to be of service, the 
functions and responsibilities of the FBI as a Federal 
investigative agency do not extend to furnishing evaluations 
or drawing conclusions as to .the character or integrity of 
any organization, publication,, or individual. I regret that 
I am unable to help you, and I hope you will not infer in this 
connection either that we do or that we do not have data in 
our files relating to the subject of your inquiry. 

I dp feel strongly that citizens can be of aid 
to their country in combating, communism if they alert them-* 
selves to. its exact nature and prevalence in our society today. 
I am enclosing publications which offer my suggestions as to 
how we all can take effective action in this regard. I am 
unable to further advise you along the lines you mentioned. 



With reference to the question you raised 
concerning chain letters, it is suggested that you may wish 
to correspond with the Inspector General, Post Office Department, 
Pennsylvania Avenue between Twelfth and Thirteenth Streets, 
Northwest, Washington, D. C*. 



CO 



^]&CL:lmv 
(3) 
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Mrs. 
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X am including in the material forwarded a 
copy of a statement I made to the House Committee on 
Un- American. Activities ori, March 27> 1947, arid you will 
note on page 17 of this reprint pertinent factors which 
must be considered if outlawing 'the Communist Party is 
being contemplated. 

Sincerely yours, 

J* Cdgar Hodvef 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Enclosures (7) 

Statement to .House Committee on Un-American Activities, 3-27-47 . 
Three-part Series on Christianity Tdday 
Director 1 s Speech. 10-18-60 
How To Fight Communism 
* What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
Expose Of Soviet Espionage 
Communist Target-Youth 

. 

itfOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable, in Bufiles. The John Birch, 
Society is an allegedly anfcUcommunist organization with chapters 
throughout the country. Its head, Robert Welsh, has bitterly attacked 
the Eisenhower Administration in 'the past, and the Bureau is conducting 
inquiries regardlngjiis group. 



0 



Gloucester, Massachusetts* 
February 16, 1961 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington* D.C.* 

Dear Sir: 



No doubt you are acquainted with the John ■ Bi rch . Soc- 
ie t y of Belmont, Massachusetts. This group raalces " s~ober 
N statements concerning communist infiltration into our 
government and suggests that Moscow itself has been dir- 
ecting much of our policy through her agents. I think 
especially of the January I960 booklet, entitled, "May 
God Forgive Us" In this the policies of Dean Acjieson, 
among others, are portrayed as sympathetic toward Russia. 

Would your findings lead, you to believe that infil- 
tration has been that successful? If so, do you believe' 
that an, informed public exerting pressure could remedy 
the situation? , 

I would also- appreciate your advice on" ( my plan of 
action. Together with a group ^which- 1 hope to influence, 
I would request.-editors of magazines and newspapers to. , 
print these Revealing facts. Next, we would* send to ali 
of our acquaintances informative chain letters. I am 
correct, am not, that c'hsiih letters are Iggal if money 
or merchandise, is not involved? We would urge the 
reader to request that the communist party 'be made illegal 
and t/hat thorough investigations be made in £very area, 
the federal government, in paaticular. Finally, .1 would 
like to request, if it is wise, that all influential 
pro-cpmmunists be somehow taken out of society for the 
remainder of "the cold-or hot war. 

I very much appreciate your attention given to. this. 
Thank you. 
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Sincerely, 



m 0 



E FEB 21 1361 





February 21, 1961 



.AIRTjSL 



To: SiiC, Boston (100-32899) 
From: Director, FBf (62-104401) 
THE JOimSl^H^SilQim " 

IBFOl^^MoNcoNCEIa?INs , 

(INTERNAL SECURITY) 



- Re Bureau airtel 2-8-61. 

Bufiles fail to disclose a reply to ro Bureau 
airtel wliicb was to have been forwarded to reach the Bureau 
by 2-18-61 without fail. Advise by return airtel if reply 
has been submitted andy jLf so, the date and caption thereof,* , 

In the eveht the reply has not been submitted 
advise the Bureau when the reply may be expected and furnish 
explanations from responsible personnel as to why the Bureau 
deadline of 2-18r6l was not met. You should also include your 
recommendation for any administrative action deemed warranted. 




0 



0 




February 21, 1961 
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Shreveport, Louisiana 
Dear Mr. 
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Your letter was received on February 15 ; 
1961, and your interest in writing is appreciated. 

V^hile X would like jfco be of assistance, the 
jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI, &s stricfty an 
investigative agency, do not extend to furnishing evaluations 
or comments relative to the character or integrity of any 
individual, publication or organization. I hope you will not 
infer in this connection either that we do or do not have 
information in pur files relative to the organization you 
mentioned. 

In view oC your concern, t am enclosing some 
material on the general subject of dommunicm Which, may be 
of interest to you. 

Sincerely yours, 




MAILED .20 



John Edgar Hopver 
Director 




Tofeon «_ 
Poisons , 

Belmont , 
CailaSan 
Conrad 



Enclosures (5) 

17th National Convention & intro. 3- 60. LEB 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
Communist Party, USA 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Communist Target— Youth 




I; 



i v 
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Phone di rectory reflects that, the stre et address corresponds, 

[ is, not identifiable in, 
(NOTE CONT. NEXT PA$#J 
SAW:jkarf3) •/ 




Mr. 
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2-21-61 



NOTE (cont. ) 

The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization 
with branches over the various parts of the country. Our field 
offices have been alerted to watch its activities inasmuch as its 
head, Robert Welch, indicated at one time that he thought a group 
having the appearance of a front organization might be effective in 
attracting true subversives. Welch has, in the past, also attacked 
President Eisenhower and his Administration in his writings. 
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Shreveport, La. 
13 Feb. 1961 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Chief 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D. C. 



be 
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Dear Mr. Hoover, 

& There is an organization in our city called, 
The John Birch Society, which has become very active 
recentlyT 



If this organization is all that it claims to 
be, we would like to help in every way we can to fight 
communism. On the other hand, if it is not truly an 
American organization, we will do everything we can against 
it. How can we be sure ? Please be kind enough to let us 
have your opinion in this very urgent matter. 



/s/ 




6 



f$| 9 FEB 23 1961 



I! 

I! 





(fy^ZvL^f-- JtJ^ . /Y^tV C*Xr^ ^s^JLs -^Ua^jLs] 



0 




February 20, 1031 



Yolson >— ■ a^, 

Poxsons 

Moht 

Bsloopt 

Cijlltohgrx- 

Coiftad ., „ „ 

DeLo.ach__» 

Bvaos^ j J_, 

Maloae j, 

Rqsen _ 

TaVel 
Tiottot 

W.t?, Sullivan, 
Tele. Roob ,_, 
Jnsrcro 

GanaV mmKM t 



1 



1 



Miss 
"KIchGy, Montana 
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Dear Miss 



Your letter of Fobruary 10, 1G31, with; 
enclosures, has been received, and the interest which 
prompted you to write io appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, thc< 
FBI is an investigative agency of the Federal Government 
and, as such, dos3 not make evaluations or draw conclusions 
as to the character or integrity of any organisation, publi- 
cation or individual. 1 regret that I am unable to help you 
and hopo that you will not infer in this connection oithor 
that we do or that we do not have data in our files relating 
to the subject of your inquiry. 

" Enclosed, is some, material dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest, 
-and I am also enclosing the self -addressed, stamped 
envelope which you forwarded.. 



tmmm 

C0MM-F.21 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



3k* 



Enclosures (7) 
(listed next page) 

1 - Butte - Enclosure 



NOTE: SEE NEXT PAGE 



RWE:nss 



a' 



(4) 

UNIT O 




ft 



Miss 



h 

Enclosures. 

Communist illusion and Democratic Reality 

Director's speech 10-18-60 

One Nation's Response to Communism 

17th Rational Convention CP, USA & 3-60 LEB Introduction 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

Communist Target— Youth 

Correspondent's enclosure (self-addressed stamped envelope) 

NOTE: No record- could be located iii Bufiles identifiable with 
correspondent Enclosures were a self -addressed, stamped 
envelope which could not be utilized irureply arid a written application 
for membership which correspondent apparently copied. The 
John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization, 
formed by Robert Welch of B.elmbnt, Massachusetts. He has 
been openly critical of President Eisenhower's administration. 
We are presently conducting inquiries regarding the organization.. 
Application copy was for John Birch Society. 
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Richey Montana 
• - - - - * - • ■ "Fetf/lO, 1961 — 

J. Edgar Hoover 
F. B. I. dept. 
Washington D. C. 

ALL IJTCr:L\TTC:i WW.«TOT * 
Dear Mr. Hoover I'- "v/JK> WXLlG^I^jjO 

I am writing this letter to you, in hopes that you can give me 
some information. 

^The information I seek, concerns a organization that is known as (The- John 
Ofeirch Society) w hich is located at Belmont 78. Massachusetts-. This group 
* claims it is a^antiCommunist organization . 



The chapter leader in this Vicinity is a -man by the name of | 1 
from Sidney, Mont. 

be 

He organizes members in units or. groups of 8 members each. No more, no hie 
less. The names of members are kept in secret files, and will not be, known 
to other persons. 



Mr talked to a group of about ,75 people here in Richey, Mont on 



Feb 7th. He showed films, pamphtes, books etc. 



Mrj |opehed the meeting, by stating that the Organization he represented 

is anti Communist. That the United States is not a democracy but a republic 
He then said, that people had accused him of be anti America, ,and that people 
should realize he certainly was not. 

The films he showed, were about the start of Communism How they Organized, 
How they work and infiltrate America which was true and authentic. Also 
showed reports on U. S. House of Rep. Committee tin American, Activities. 
Then the film showed parts of t the German, Jap. and Korea War, arid its many 
dead American soldiers, and how Rooseveldt, Harry Truman, and- General L**^ 
George Marshall were responsible for those American boys death, and the War./ V 

He then went on to say that the Constitution had. lost its power, also that the 
Supreme .Court, and other Courts of our land, are hot dependable, That they 
have released hundreds of indicted anti American people. Communists and 
Criminals. That the courts and people were responsible for Thomas Deweys 

h^/t^ ^ s-./Ma*^ 9 Kb as i96i 





9. 



© 



o 



Then Mr 



in the. next breath, said people should be aware, that 



there is a move on to oust our supreme Court, starting with the impeachment 
of Earl Warren (Justice) He also state'd that the Communists have a direct 
line to the White Hose, Pentagon, and that they can C ommunicat e with 



thousands of Communists in a matter of minutes, 
often to emphasize his point. 



Mr 



quoted you 
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The reaction of the people that attended this> meeting was varied. Some left 
very confused, Others thought it was good, and still others left, as he was 
Very Anti Catholic, claiming Catholics were responsible for many Unamerican 
things. 

It seems to me he was trying to Create? Confusion, and doubt. Am I undu ly 

alarmed? Or is the society alright, and is it that it is just Mr that 

is Creating trouble. Thank you. I would appreciate your reply 

Yours truly 



/s/ 




7 



7yt 
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u * M *f'/ ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED v i 

<^ , J4t^^ ' HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED X 

^^^y J^O ^^^^ 









4$ ^J&L^y rf2y£> (i^^J^r 

p%Zv*~?~s<» ~y^-^ ^^^^^ 
' /> * —^y y ~?y. . . y c^n^rKa-^-^^o 






6 yC^^ y^^^^^ /UJ/ Jy^^p? 





be 
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**** ^u^^/^j 

ALL I^FOEMATIOH COpOT 
HEREIN IS »LA£oIUu) 










Jjf*y imaA* ^^y^y^Js^ 



^ ^^^^^^^^^ jf'^ U '-'? 9 '*-' e -- i ^^ 




1 - Mr. Simpson 




ft f 




February 17, 1961 
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Wapato, Washington 
Dear Mrs. 
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I have received your letter dated February 9, 
1961, and your interest in communicating with me is 
indeed appreciated. 

While I would like to be* of assistance to. you; 
the jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI do not 
extend to furnishing evaluations or comments concerning 
the character or integrity of any individual, organi- 
zation or publication. Furthermore, a regulation of the 
Department of Justice prohibits the disclosure of infor- 
mation in pur files to other than appropriate agencies , 
in the executive branch of the Federal Government. 

- I am precluded, therefore, from furnishing the 
information you have requested; however, you should not 
infer that we do or do not have such information in our 
files. 

in view of your interest in the menace of 
communism, : X am enclosing some literature available for 
general distribution by the FBI which ypu may like to 
read. 




Tofson 
M% 
Parsons 
Belmont- 
Callahan 
Conrad 
DeLoach 
Malona 
McQuire 
Rosen 
Trotter 
Evans 

W.fc- Sullivan 
Tele. Room 
Ingtam 
Gandy* 
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Mrs 
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NOTE ON YELLOW: 

Correspondent inquires whether the John Birch 
Society is a pro-American organization and whether showing 
the films "Operation Abolition" and "Communism on the 
Map" plays into the hands of the communists. She also asks 
if it is true that Mrs. A, Jegalova is the Chief of the 
Secondary Education Division- of UNESCO (United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization) and 
if it is true she was the former Chief of the Inspection 
Division of the Soviet Ministry of Education and is a 
Russian communist. Bufiles contain no identifiable data 
concerning, the correspondent . 

The John Birch Society is allegedly an anti- 
communist group with chapters throughput the United States. 
It has in the past been, extremely critical of former . 
President Eisenhower. 

"Operation Abolition" is the film distributed - 
by the House Committee on Un-American Activities relating 
to the riots at the hearings in San Francisco in. May, 
I960.' We follow the policy ofyriot commenting on this film. 

The film "Communism on the Map" was prepared 
by the National Education Program at Harding College, 
Searcy, Arkansas . Dr . George S . Benson , who is on the 
Bureau's Special Correspondents • List and on whom we have no 
derogatory information, is President of the 1 National Education 
Program; The Bureau has borrowed ithis film from the Navy 
and it was reviewed by us on December 23, I960. The Bureau 
does not believe this is the type of material which should 
x be used or endorsed by the FBI. 

On the basis of information furnished, Mrs. A. 
Jegalova cannot be identified in Bufiles,. There is no 
allegation that she is in the United States and it should 
be noted that the headquarters of UNESCO is in Paris, France. 

- The following itenis of literature were sent to 
the correspondent: 

1. "Communist Target >- Youth.," 

2. "What You Can do to Fight Communism and 
Preserve America." 

3. "America - Freedom's Champion;" 

4. "One Nation's Response to Communism." 

5. "Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality." 
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February 9, 19£l 



Mr; J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Y/ashington, D. C. 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I am in need of angers to several questions, of great importance to 
me, and many friends. It is difficult in this day to know the right person 
to whom one should turn. Yfe feel your answers will be unbiased and in the 
best interests of our country. 



My questions: 

1. We are interested in the J ohn Birch Society. 
opinibnt^truly pro-American society? 



Is this, in your 



2. Is it true that the chief of the secondary education division of 
UNESCO of the United Nations is Mrs. A. Jegalova? Is it true she was 
the former chief of the Inspection, Division of the Soviet Ministry of 
Education, and that she is a Russian Communist? 

3. Have you viewed the film "Communism on the Map" and "Operation 
Abolition"? Is it true we are 'playing into the hands of the Com- 
munists' by showing these films, as many 'intellectuals' would have 
us believe"? 

I have not previously written to a government official of high office, 
other than my congresswoman, and perhaps the format of this letter is not 
appropriate, however the desire for honest answers is quite, sincere. 1 



Please accept my gratitude for your consideration; .of these problems. 



Sincerely, 



Wapato, Washington" 

REC* 16 fox - / o </<So / ~(q7£ 
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FD-36 (Roy. 12-13-56) 
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Transmit the following in . 

AIRTEL 



F B I 

Pate: 2/23/61 
PLAIN TEXT 




Via 



" (Type in plain text orcode) 



(Priorityior Method of-Mailing) 




TO i DIRECTOR, FBI ("62 r 10i|401) 

PROM: SAC, BOSTON (100-32899) 

THE JORN^RCH SOCIETY 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 

Rebuairtel 2/21/61. 

Please refer to Boston- letter .2/17/61 entitled as above 
which enclosed to- the Bureau a letterhead memorandum 
entitled, "The John Birch Society, Inc." and also a 
letterhead memorandum entitled, "American Opinion," 
a publication of Robert Welch, Inc., for possible 
dissemination by the Bureau. 
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PMC: ma i 




REG- 61 



6 




12 FEB 25 1961 
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Approved 



Special Agent in'Charge 



Sent 



W 

M Per 



SAC, Seattle <iQ0-623a) 
Director, FBI i&&d~M6$$£} 



1 Biy 

1 - l?ield Supervision 

t - JXr. Hampton 

March 2, 1961 



MTIOMt COUNCIL OF 4MERICAK 
SOVIET KRIENDSHIP 

IffiERML security - c 



Re Seattle airtels 1-13-61, 2-6-61 and Seattle 
letter dated 2-20-61 captioned - "Robert A. Welch, Jr. , 
Information Concerning, (Internal Security), The John 
Birch Society." 

A review of referenced material indicates that 
the Seattle Office was in a position to institute counter- 
intelligence measures during the visit of Richard llorf ord 
in the territory covered by the Seattle Office. It is noted 
in Seattle, letter dated 2-20-61 relative to the activities 
of the John Birch Society in the vicinity of Bellingham* 
Washington, that the managing editor of the "Beilingbam, 
Herald" is characterized as very cooperative with the 
Seattle Office. It is obvious that such a relationship 
could have been effectively used in connection with a 
counterintelligence proposal if Seattle had been alert 
to, this possibility. 

You are instructed to Use a greater degree of 
alertness in the future in Order that such opportunities 
will be fully explored and utilized. 

1 - Seattle (10Q-247S4) 



f±}- 62-104401 

RJR:blw 
(9) 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
5010-104 

^UNITED STATES GOySfcNMENT ~ * 

Memorandum 



TO 




subject: 



0 1 



DIRECTOR, FBI ( 62-10441 ) ' 
SAC, SEATTEE/rfl'do-24754) 



ROBERT A. WELCH, JR. 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 

THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 



date: 



2/20/61 





Re Seattle letter 1/23/61 relative to activities 
of The John Birch Society in the vicinity of Bellingham, 
Washington. i/« 

On 2/3/61 RICHARlQ/ MORFORD. of the^NAtional^pj^il 
For American-Soviet ^Frl!eTi§sHip, was the principal speaker 
at a meeting in BefTingriam^ Lv?ashing ton t sponsored by the 
Aftermath Club. On the morning of 2/3/6 tf/our Resident 
Agent at Bellingham was contacted by LEE I ADAMS ON , SiEganXz&XL~ N 
. for,, a local chapter ofJThe John Birch". ,S ofciety,Jwho advised' ^ j 
that he and a group of local citizens, presumably members ^ 
of The John Birch Society, were going to attend the meeting ^ *j 
at which MORFORD was scheduled to* speak. ADAMSON asked \ x 

if the FBI had any suggestions as to what his group might VjA£>£L- « 
do at the meeting, or should refrain from doing. He was 
of course, informed that we would make no comments or 
suggestions regarding such a question. 



5^ 



Subsequent to this meeting of the Aftermath 
Club, informants .and sources have told us that the group 
led by ADAMSON was equal or greater in number than the 
pro-Communist adherence* and that ADAMSON 1 s group succeeded 
in dominating the question-and-answer period after MORFORD Vs/ 
speech. Informants have also told us that members of 
ADAMSON 1 s group were observed outside the building where 
the meeting was held, apparently recording the identity \ 
of persons and/or the automobile license numbers of 
individuals who attended the meeting, 



(£)- Bureau (REG) 
1 - Seattle 






j4 



CHD/jpv 



ALL INFOEilATIOH CONTAINED 
HEREIN Iu UNCLASSMED 
DATE^^^ BEST 




SE 100- 24754 

In this same regard, the Managing Editor of 
the "Bellingham Herald," a local newspaper of general 
circulation, advised that he has received correspondence 
from members of The John Birch Society subsequent to 
the MORFORD speech on 2/3/61 criticizing the Herald 
for not covering this speech. The Managing Editor' has 
stated that the correspondence he received from members 
of The John Birch Society has taken the attitude that the 
Herald did the community a disservice in failing to alert 
the people to the Communist implications of MORFORD' s 
appearance. The Managing Editor, who is very cooperative 
with this office, explained that his attitude has always 
been that the FBI is capable of dealing with the Communists 
and he feels that any activist citizen groups might be 
more of a hindrance than a help in the fight against 
Communists . 

This is being furnished to the Bureau for 
the purpose of indicating the extent of the activities 
of The John Birch Society in the vicinity of Bellingham, 
Washington. 
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1 
1 
1 
1 



Mr. Parsons 
Mr. Belmont 
Mr. Bav*<qardner , 
Mr. K%*kauf 

i >' ' 



/ 



Fobruory S, 1961 
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So j SAC, EOston (100-32899) 

Froa: Director, FBI (62-104401) 

THE JJIRCa .SOCJtOT 
IHFOIStATIOSf C0NCE2HING 

(INTERNAL srctmiTY) 




kl.1 ■!,>< 



ir'-— * 




Eoforoncc is nadc to previous correspondence concerning 
The John Birch Society (JBS) and its founder, Robert fl. flolch, Jr. 

You arc instructed to check appropriate established 
sources and records to determine tho facts concerning the 
incorporation of JBS* its incorporators*, its aifls and purposes, 
its financial position, its credit rating and the number of 
choptors it has throughout tho country. You should doterninc 
sufficient background data concerning tho incorporators in ordor 
that they can bo readily identifiable in the files of your offico 
and tho Uuroau, You should furnish a summary of tho information 
in your files concerning each incorporator, 

■". ^ You ore also to determine background data concerning 
\ifro formation or incorporation of ".American Opinion," which 
is published by Welch in Belmont, Massachusetts, its financial 
Standing, its credit rating, the size Of its circulation and the 
TTtmner^n which it is distributed throughout the country. 



?ho 



one 



ovo is to be handled in such a manner that no 
9£ccwF.l gQfc-tbe iftprosuion wo aro investigating Welch, JBS or 
1? i^lnoric&S Opinion, 11 This natter is to rcceivo expeditious 
cooiB :cntion> TheLdesircd data should bo forwarded to reach tho 
{ffcufozfu by 2/18/01, without fail. Rfc/fa (i>2 

NOTE Off YELL Off: ^ ' EO h* 27 f96 1 

See^memo Baumgardner to Belmont date d 2-7-61 and 
captioned "John Birch: Society, Information/ .cqn ceniiri^r^ internal 
Security)." JHK:mar 




Poisons 
Belmont 
Callahan 
Conrad 
DeLoach 
Ho lone. _ 
McGuiifi 
Rosen — 
TtoUer _ 
Evans. 
V. C. Sullivan 
Tele. R 

J<Mt«B 
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Tolson 
Persons*.. 
Moht, 
BelSiont _i_ 
CaUahon 
.Conjad 



Evans , ,, . - 
Molono ,_ j .' 
Rosen I, 

TOVCV..-.J. _ — ag 

Tiotter . 



W.C. Sullivan 
Tele- Room 
Ingram 
Gandy> 



Westminster JPres 
Post Office Box 8015 
Amarillo, Texas 




February 21, 1961 



bo 
b7C 



Dear Mr. 



Your letter of February 14, 1961, with enclosure, 
has been received, and the interest which prompted you to write 
is appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service^ the FBI is 
an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, ,as such, 
does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character 
or integrity of any organization, publication or individual. I regret 
that! am unable to help you and hope that you. will not infer in this 
connection either that we do or that we do not have data in pur files 
relating to the subject of your inquiry. 



jag 



The film, ^Operation Abolition, " is sponsored and 
distributed by the House Committee on. Un-American Activities and 
this Bureau had no connection with its preparation. As a matter of 
policy, I cannot, therefore,, make any recommendation with respect 5 
to it. tlay I suggest that you consider directing "your inquiry to 
the Committee which is located in Room 225, Old House Office Building, 
Washington 25,. D. C. Enclosed is some material dealing^th the 
general^ subject of communism which may be of interest; 



CP. 



O 

"TSJ 
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. . COMM-FCI 



Sincerely yours, 

J* Edgar Hoover 



n .si 



John Edgar Hoover L q J 
Director -je,* wV*- 



Enclosures, (6) Listed next P a S. e 
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UNIT C3 



NpTE NE.XT PAGE 




1 



Q 



a 



Enclosures . 

Director 1 s. 10 -i.8-60 speech * 

What You Can bo To Fight Communism 

3-1-60 LEB Introduction & 17th National: Convention 

One Nation's. JResgpnse .to Communism 

Communist Xarget—youth 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 



NOTE:; No record could be located in Bufiies identifiable with correspondents 
Enclosure was a copy of an article which appeared in the '^Chicago Daily 
News, «* 1-3,0-61,. entitled. ''The Wrong Way to Fight geds. " TDhe article 
contains background information concerning the , frnhn-. Birch Society . The 
.John Birch Societa is purported to be an.antiepmmunist group #nd was 
founded by RoberTWeieh o f Beimont, Massachusetts. He has been openly 
critical of President Eisenhower 1 s'administrati on. Tsjcsr? tf&Z 




-a- 



IBesiminstEr VttsbvAzmn Church 0 



jS W IBesiminstEr ?rEsbu,tErian Church 

2525 Wimberly Road ^ - - 

P. O. Box 8015 
AMARILLO, TEXAS 

WILLIAM E. EVERHEART BOB MUNCY 

Minister Director of Christian Education 

Fleetwood 6-2411 Fleetwood 6-5174 

February 11}., 1961 



Hon* J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
9th and Pennsylvania 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I am seeking information about the John Birch 
Society. Having great confidence in your judgment 
I will appreciate your evaluation. The enclosure 
has raised some serious question in my mind, and I 
am desirous of the opinion of one who may have the 
true facts. 

I would also like to ask if you have informat- 
ion which would shed light on the charge which has 
appeared in print that the film "Operation Abolition" 
has been doctored and distorted by the House Un-Amer- be 
ican Activities Committee in order to prolong its b?c 
life as a committee. 

. flnrdl nil v. . 




Fr<ktTthe Chicago Ne WS) Jan! 30, 1961 6 

THE WRONG WAY TO FIGHT REDS 
Birch Society Is Recruiting 
By 

Jack Mabley 

The John Birch Society is going to Chicago area churches, chambers 
, of commerce and civic organization, to recruit members. 

"Come, join us in the fight against Communists," members plead. 

i 

Inasmuch as 99.9999 percent of us are anti -Communist, they obviously 
have something to sell. But the conscientious citizens ask, "Is this the 
best way to fight communism? What is the John Birch Society?" 

Since I am asked this often, because I wrote two columns about it 
last July, I will tell what I know about the society. 

GROUP POUNDED IN INDIANAPOLIS 

It was founded in Indianapolis in 1958 by a group of businessmen led 
by Robert Welch, a former candy manufacturer of Boston. 

Welch, by his own words, is the absolute boss of the society, which 
was named- after a U.S. Army Captain murdered by Chinese Reds. 

^his organization must be run by a "hard-boiled, dictatorial and 
dynamic boss," says Welch, and he is it. 



Welch has written a privately printed book called "The Politican." 
It was circulated only among the top>* trusted leaders of the John Birch 
Society. 

It is impossible for an ordinary member to see a copy of the book, 
or even get acknowledgment that it exists. I have read it, and will vouch 
that it exists. 

In the book, Welch calls Dwight D. Eisenhower a traitor and a Communist,^ 

i 

He says that John Poster Dulles and his brother, Allen, head of the i 
Central Intelligence Agency, and Chief Justice Earl Warren and former def- * 
ense, secretary Neil McElroy and most of the leaders of the Eisenhower ad- 
ministration, are or were, part of a , Communist conspiracy to take- wer this 
nation. 

SOME EXCERPTS PROM THE BOOK 

This is from Welch's book: "While I too think that Milton Eisenhower 
is a Communist, and has been for 30 years, this opinion is based largely 
on general circumstances of his conduct." 

"But ray firm belief that Dwight Eisenhower is a deditrarbed-r-constrtotra ^ 

agent of the Communist conspiracy is based on an accumulation of detailed ) 
evidence so extensive and so palpable that it seems to put this conviction \ 
beyond any reasonable doubt." 

| 

He says of Mr. Eisenhower: ". . .there is only one possible word to 1 
describe his purpose and actions. That word is treason." 

We reprint these words> only because they are totaly idiotic and be- 
cause people who are asked to follow Welch are not aware of what really is 
in his mind. 

The Communist threat in this country is real enough. The country 
needs the energy and interest of every citizen who will work to counter- 
act the Communist evil. 



But the unbelievable irresponsibility espoused secretly by Welch can 
bring only scorn and harm to real anti -Communist work. 



1 - Mr. Kleinkauf 
SAC, Oklahona City February 24, 1961. 

Director, FBI (62-104401) 4 * 

TBS JOffl? BI$CH SOCIETY 
IKFOPJIATIOIT " CONCEDING 
(ISTEBKM. SECIBHTrY) 



Reurlet 2-20-61, 

It is noted that the status of reiet waff 
lasted, as pending. Inasmuch as the John Birch Society 
has not been investigated by the Bureau nor is under 
investigation at the present tine this fciatter should 
not be kept in a pending status.. Accordingly the status 
of relet has been chatiged to closed at the Bureau and 
you are instructed to do likewise. 

* 1 El Paso ■- 
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& 'UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

. Memorandum 



a 



TO 




DIRECTOR, FBI 



SAC, OKLAHOMA. CITY (100-new) 



date: 2/2O/6I 



subject: 



THE JOmTBIRCH SOCIETY 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 



/LL nrOSTATION CONTAINED 
HCLIK 13 V INGLA2SI§IED 



DATE 



Re SAC Letter 60-5* Section C, dated 1/26/60. 



On 2/15/61, Mr. 
National Building. OkTalf 
advised SA [ 



_ Engineer, First 
oroa ci-cy, Oklahom a, telephonically 
, that he had attended an organiza- 

tional meeting or tne above- captioned society on 2/14/61 in 
Oklahoma City. He stated the masting was conducted by a 
member of the organizing council of the society who stated 
he was from Odessa', Texas. 



be 

b7C 



Mr. 



advised that The John Birch Society 



claims to be an organization interested in combating 
.Communism through educational programs and by urging members 
to write their Congressmen to support legislation considered 
to be helpful in the fight against Communism, 



Mr. 



I advised that the organization appeared 

to be pro-American in every respect but he, wanted to check 
with the FBI to ascertain if the organization had been cited 
by the Government as a subversive organization. He was 
advised of the confidential nature of FBI files and was 
referred to the Department of Justice for information concern 
ing organizations cited by the Attorney General pursuant to 
Executive Order 10'450. 

Any additional information received by this office 
concerning the formation and activity of this organization 
will be furnished to the Bureau. No investigation is being 
conducted by this office. 

One copy of this letter is being furnished to the 
El Paso Office for information inasmuch as it appears the 
organizer of the Oklahoma City chapter of this organization 
resides in Odessa,, Texas, or possibly organized a chapter of 
The John Birch Society in -Odessa. . ^ .~ 1 j^/n) 

Bureau (RM) 
"I - El Paso. (Info) (RM) 
1 - Oklahoma City. . . % 
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, Memorandum - 



TO 



FROM. 



subject: 



SAC, SAN ANTONIO (100-9455) 



ITCH 




DIRECTOR, FBI (62-104401) 

gO^RpENTIAL 

ALL INFOR 
HEREIN IS 



date: 2/23/61 




JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 

is 



Remy let, 1/23/61. 



b6 
b7C 




CONTAINED 
ASSIFIED 



pa 1/25/61, Mr.,_ 

Kerry! li e.,— Texas., employed with the] 



3 



d to the home of 
Kerrville. 



Loye 

Kerrville . advised theft recently he had been X 



to attend the showing of^ a live-reel .1 
that this movie concerned The John Birch 




movie . He 

Society, and the entire showing consisted of a talk by 
the organizer of this Society on how it Operated. He 
said the Society appeared to have been organized in 
Boston, Massachusetts, by a man named JOHN or JOSEPH 
: WELSH (ph.). \reySfS 



I 

I m 

s s 3 



I 



said WELSH (ph.) explained the menace of 



g S| d ft 



b7C 




Communism and that the purpose of the Society was to combat - 
Communism through the use of the "cell" system. WELSH (ph.) Jp; 
explained there would be 20 members to a "cell" and if . . >. \ 
more than 20 people joined, in a community, additional b6 
"cells" would be organized. He said the members were 
required to read. approximately 100 books, publications, 
and articles dealing with the menace of Communism, and 
one of the books mentioned as required reading was Master's 
of Deceit b y J. EDGAR HOOVER. He said that WELSH explained 
that members would ,be required to adhere strictly to the 
instructions given them in their work in this Society and, 
if not, they would be subjected to being expelled. 



mi 



]said he believed the purpose of the 



Society was probably very good, but he objected to the 
dictatorial way in which the society operated and, therefore, 
was hesitant about joining such a group. 

San Antonio 



JMK: If e 
(3) 



OF* 




6 BY: ^-7/rtAC : kc^f J 

"OADlT 



,CLASS ; ' 

DECLASSIFY ON 

to/ a. 



o 

o, O. 



63iAR2~ 195 





FEB 27 1961 



T^f-^ — r 



Q 0 



SA 100-^9455 . 

The indices of the San Antonio off in<* fail 
to contai n any information identifiable with 



j to contai 



The San Antonio .Office is in receipt of a 
summary of information which is classified Confidential , 
which was prepared by Region I, 112th CIC Group, San be 



Antonio, Texas, dated 1/30/61, entitled JOHN BIRCH 
SOCIETY. This summary states in part as f olJLdws tyZ ' 

7 "-'~^ZQnT9 January 1961, | | C aptain^ (MC) , 



PediatricCIinic , Brooke General ;Hospita'l T (BGHT,"~ 



Brooke, Armv_MedicaL_Cdnter— (BAMCO . -Fort^-Sam. Houston. 
Texas, (FSHT), with residence at I I San 

Antonio . Texas was inte rviewe d in his office concerning 
the JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY. | 



slated that he was a member 



of this organization and was active in recruiting members 
among the officer personnel of FSHT. He added that he X, 
had contacted personnel in the Security and Intelligence 
Division o'f BAMC, FSHT; in order to interest them in 
the JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY. He denied that the organization- 
was a political, movement but insisted that the primary- 
aim- of the membership was to combat the spread of Communism 
in the United Spates, f stated that originally he and 



his friends formed a discussion group and then searched 
for some worthy cause to sponsor, eventually joining the 
JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY. He claimed that this unit of the 
SOCIETY now had approximately forty (40) members but: they. 



claimed 



planned to split into two> separate units. 

that there were several groups already organized in Texas 
and mentioned Dallas and. Austin as examples. He added 
that ther e were other units already in existence in San 



Antonio. f~ J is anxious to organize all anti-comraunits 
and stated that membership t is open to all who want to fight 
communism, but did admit that the other objectives of the 
JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY are to uphold State's Rights, demand 
less governmental control and to return the government to 
individual citizens. He explained that the principal aim 
.of the JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY is to prevent the establishment 
of a socialistic state in the United States because 
socialism is only one step away from communism. 
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stated that he has been a member of the 



JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY for two months, that the group holds 
meetings once a month and that . the membership dues amont 
to two dollars per month. The group has a definite program 
to fight communism and engages in letter writing campaigns 
to warn of the spread of communi sm . A s examples of the 
work being done by the SOCIETY, off ered the "follow- 

ing: On 14 January 1961, the Christian Anti-Communism 
Crusade held a mass meeting at the North Star Mall in 
San Antonio, Texas, to protest against the spread of 
communism. This group was led by one of the leaders (name 
unknown) of the JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY. A nationwide letter b6 
campaign was recently concluded which allegedly in- b7c 
fluenced Representative JAMES ROOSEVELT, of California, 
in deciding against introducing legislation in Congress 
which would abolish the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities. During this campaign, ROOSEVELT was warned 
that if he introduced this legislation, he would be a /L'ALlF 
prime target of the SOCIETY in the next congressional '^trTr — 
campaign. The current objective of the SOCIETY is to>*ead 1/..i..Qau- 
the fight for the impeachment of Chief Justice^EARj&nwARRE N^. s,\r"\ 
who is considered by the SOCIETY to be a communist sympathizer .j^W 



| | stated that the next meeting of the JOHN 



BIRCH SOCIETY would be on the night of 19 January 1961, 
at the auditorium of the St. Peter*s Church located at 
120 Arcadia, San Antonio, Te xas. He added^frfafffc at this 

meeting a guest speaker, Mr. | | Odessa, 

Jexas -,. would be presented. . MrT I I will explain the 



aims of the JOHN- BIRCH SQCJETX and movies about the organiza- 
tion will aljsobe shown. V I stated that he had asked 
several officers from FSHx to attend the meeting. v ^*l 
SPEAKS oj-J 



According to 



the JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY was 

formed by ROBERT H. WELCH, Belmont, Massachusetts. It 
was named after JOHN BIRCH, a US Army Captain and son of 
a Methodist Minister, who was killed in China in 1946 because 
of" his opposition to the so-called "Agrarian Reformers." 
He was one of the first to realize that these reformers 
were communists and reported this to the U. S. State^-j^V) 
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Department. However, his report w as ign ored and his 



subsequent murder was covered up. | | believes he 
was killed because of his report toTHe State Department 
and that the incident was covered up by communists in 
..that agency 

wft***-*' / | | explained that the JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 

/ publishes a magazine American Opinion and intends to print 
^ I the names of a11 know n commun ists and communist sympathizers 

Y>^\jr I i] Q the United States. I E stimated that there were 

"L.^** 4 ^ / approximately 120 communists in San Antonio, Texas, but 

idifd^n did not know anv of t^ 111 *>y name. He insisted that it 
jjM^aC was time that the average person took active interest 

tm 1 in * he f a sainst commun ism an d stopped leaving it up 

Wi^P* to tne Federal Government. | I repeated that he believed 

jJjjUl* strongly in individual action • 5f, ^>) 
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February 23, 1961 



J«lr. 

McCollister OpticalJBispensary 
1601 f oster^Street 
Lake'CHarles^ Louisiana 



bo 
b7C 



Dear Mr. 



Your letter postmarked February 11, 1961, 
has been received, and the interest which prompted you to 
write is appreciated,. 

I wish to point out that the FBI as an investigative 
agency of the Federal Government does hot make evaluations 
oy draw conclusions regarding organizations. I regret that I 
am unable to help you and hope that yott will not infer in this 
connection either that we do or that we do not have data in our 
files, relating to the subject of your inquiry. I am unable to 
offer & source where you could obtain the information you are 
seeking. 



Sincerely yours, 



mmm 
•FEB 031961 

, COMM-FBl 



jrphn Edgar Hoover / 
Director 




T6Is6n — -. 
Parsons 

Mrihf..._- 

Soimont 
, Collation ^ 
Contad -- 
DeL.6ach.i_ 
Jpfvans i 
Malonft — i _ 

Rosen 

Tavel. 



i 



Jxotter . 
W.C.Sulllys'n— ft 
Tele. Ho w.^ - P " 



NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with 
correspondent., Correspondent's name^could not be verified in 
telephone directory,. It appears f&nvoorrespondent's first paragraph 
that he has read a letterprrom tie Director to sOme other individual 
concerning the«John Birch Society,*- and for this reason the entire 
"files evaluations actaiowledgeAle^'^g^Ot being given. The John Birch 
^Society, an anticommunisftigrroup^was formed by Robert Welch of Belmont, 
Massachusetts. He has been openly critical of President Eisenhower's 
administration. 
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McCOLLISTER OPTICAL DISPENSARY 
1601 FOSTER STREET 
LAKE CHARLES, LOUISIANA 

2-10-61 

PHONEHE 3 r 3231 



Sir: 

I realize the responsibilities of the F. B. I. 
does not extend to furnishing the character or integrity of 
organizations. But how does an individual find out whether 
or not an organization is subversive. The organization in 
question is The Jp hnBirch Society. 

It-has been highly praised as an anti-communist 
organization by people of respectable position. Will you please 
let me know how this organization stands in your records. I 
do not intend to do anything until I hear from you. 



Sincerely 



b6 
b7C 
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PHONE HE 3-3231 
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McCOLLISTER OPTICAL DISPENSARY 

10OI FOSTER STREET" . 
LAKE CHARLES. LOUISIANA , / / 
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Belffloftt _ 
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February 23, iCOl 
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Mr. 



104 East Third 
Dalhart, Toxaa* 



be 

b7C 



Dbar Mr. 




Your tetter of February 17, 1061, too boon 
received, and the* interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated..- 

Although I would like to bo of service, the FBI; 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such,, deed not make evaluations or drat/ conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, jpublicajtion or 
individual, I rogret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in. this connection either that we do or jthat 
wo do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 



Enclosed is some literature dealing /with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 




Sincerely yours, 

fir 



W.C. Sullivan., » . 

wis 



Enclosures (7) 

47th Rational Convention, CPUSA & 3-60 LEB Introduction 
Christianity Today series 

Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality iVt-?* 

One Nation's Response To Communism ^ Coj^munisi: Target--Youth 

Directors speech of 10-18-60 Expose of Soviet Espionage 

NOTE: See next page. v v/ 
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Letter to Mr. 

1 

NOTE: Bufiles contained nothing identifiable wlth | 
The John Birch Society was founded by Robert Welch of Belmont, 
Massachusetts. It is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
however, Welch has stated that the Society might take on the 
appearance of a n |ront" in order that it might attract true subver- 
sives; puring the Eisenhower Administration^ Welch wad openly 
critical of the President. His book", "The Politician," a vicious 
attack bii Eisenhower, even-accused the President^ being a dupe 
of the communists. 
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a N. RICHARDS (1003-1954) 
FLOYD H. RICHARDS 
ROBERT C. rCROUBON 
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LAW OFFICES 

RICHARDS 8c FERGUSON 

104 EAST THIRD 
DALHARTi TEXAS 

February 17, 1961 
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The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
United States Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 



P. O. BOX 1330 
TELEPHONE CH 9-S3S1 




Mr. Tolson 
Mr. Parsons 
Mr. Mohr 
Mr. Belmoni 
Mr. Callahan — _ 
VLr.QomaA..-/- 

M*TEvans-_- 

Mr. t Malone.™__- 

Mr. Rosen, ~ 

Mr. TaveL^,*,..-., 
Mr. Trotter.- 



Mr. W.C.SuHivan 
Tele. Eoom_ 
' Mr. Ingram. 
Miss G; 




1ST. 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 

The John^Burch Society has recently- come to my attention 
in our community. — ITTilm presentation of a lecture by its 
founder, Mr. Welch, has_Jieen shown, depicting the reality 
of the communist influence in this country. Recognizing ' 
that communistic influences work in devious ways, I would 
appreciate having your opinion as to the John Burch Society 
and its founder, Mr. Welch,, so that I may make a ^decision 
as to whether I would consider becoming a part of its b6 
program. b?c 

Yours very truly, 



fa- 



RCF: jr 
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„4-41 (Rev. 12-27-60) 

Tolson _ 
Mohr__ 
Parsons 
Belmont , 
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Malone , 
McGulre 

Rosen 

Tamra _ 
Trotter , 



W:C. Sullivan , 
Tele. Room _ 
Ingram __ 
Candy 



m Radio □ Teletype 

DEFERRED 2-1 J-6l 

DIRECTOR ^^j^Y 

FROM SAC SPRINGFIELD 1320^5 
0 

JOHN; BIRCH SOCIETY, INC., SM-C. REMYLET, FEBRUARY 10, LAST 
^DISREGARD LETTER AS ADDITIONAL LETTER BEING SUBMITTED THIS 
DATE, 

RECEIVED: 1^55 PM RAD | 0 

« 5:08 PM CODING UNIT RKK 



.... .S^t^ A^Wj3!^3ul ^ 



4> 



5 OMAR 2 1981 



jsjlf fflS FEB ^8 1961 




7/tAe intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems. 
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February 23,1**1 



ToTson £, 
Patsoos , 

lfielmoftt, 
Callahan 
Conrad 
DeLoadi, 
Evans 



r U 



be 

b7C 
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Xlidla ndj Texas 

■ /' r i— 
Dear Lirs. 

■ } i - 

f Yoiir letter of February 15, 1961, Jias been 

received, arid the interest which, prompted you to -write is / 
appreciated; . - ^ ' ' ; 

'/ Although I would, like to. be of service,, the T?$l 

is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as; *. 
sjich,tdoes riot make evaluations or draw conclusions as fo the 
, Character pr integrity of any organization, publication or 
' individual. I regret that I arrt unable to heip you and hope fhat 
you v/i4 ndt infer in this connectidn either that we do or that 
we do notmve data in our ■; flies relating to/the subject of your 
"inquiry. > . - t , , 

/ - Enclosed is some literature dealing with the. 
general subject .oi coritmunisrii which may be of interest. 



■FEB 2 8*19^ 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 




Enclosures (6) 

•itfflbl National Convention,. CPUSA & 3-60 LE^. Jnt^qfetion 
Communist ILLusion and Democratic Rj^itjfc * * jfr . 
6ne Nation's Response to ComiriunisriV / V* v% '/ 

Director's speech o£ 10-18-60 V$ \&vU!#*~ i ' 

Zt 0 —— Communist Targeti— Youth v #C&^ n 




Ingram, 
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Letter to Mrs. 
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NOTE: No record could.be located in' Bufiles identifiable "with correspondent. 
The John Birch Society was founded by Robert Welch of Belmont, 
Massachusetts. It is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
" however, Welch has stated that, the Society Might take on the 
appearance of a "front" in order that it might, attract true subver-r 
siyes. During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch was openly 
critical of the President., His book, "The Politician," a vicious 
attack on Eisenhower, even accused the President of being . a dupe . 
of the communists. ' " , 
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Midland, Texas 



2-15-61. 



bo 
hlC 



Dear sir: 



0 



I have become interested in the John Bireh Society, 
and would like to know if it is the conservative, pro-American organ- 
ization that it seems to be. Before joining, I must be completely sure 
that it is in no way connected with communism. If there is the slightest 
doubt of its sincerity, I should like to know. 



Thank you for your consi deration. 

Mrs 




^« Mrs. 



^ > MIDLAND. TEXAS 



bo 
b7C 



C\\ ALL I"- ' T r-T'TTD 

^ \T~ ^^^^ **a^ 
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Tojsoo 
Parsons _ 
Moht , ^ 
Belmont „ 
Callah<w . 
Contd4__ 
DeLoach , 
Evans » 
Malone . 
Rosen . 
Tavel . 
tiottef 
Vf.C. Sul w 
Tele. Room 
inawn, 
'Gandy , 



February 24, 1G61 



Mr. 

^MonTgomery "Brokerage Company 
3?osTUmce,gox 7302, 
Shreveport," Louisiana 



ho 
b7C 



Dear Mr. 



Your letter was received on February 17,, 
1961, and I want to thank you for your kind comments 
about the work of this Bureau. 

The concern you expressed . in helping in 
the fight which is raging between communism and our 
American, freedoms typifies that received from many 
citizens, and I am enclosing some material which may be 
of aid to you. 

I regret that I cannot be of further assistance 
to you with regard to. your inquiry? however, the FBI is 
strictly an investigative agency of the Federal Government 
and doe3 not furnish evaluations or comments relative to 
the character or integrity of any individual, organization 
or publication. I hope you will not infer in this, connection 
either that our files do or do. not contain data regarding 
the organization you mentioned. 



QOMW-jgj 



Sincerely yqurs,. 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



r 



Enclosures (0) 

17th National Convention & Intro. 3-60^DJEB.«- 
Communist illusion and Democratic Reality 
I J Communist Party , USA 
Exoose-of Soviet Espionage 
(Domnnmist Targets -Youth. 
*,,„o«a wm **a (SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE) 
s» SAW:]ka J( 3(3) w ,-j 
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Mr. 



2.24-61 



wo 
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NOTE* Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. The John Birch. 
Society is allegedly an anticommunisit organization with branches over 
the various parts of the country. Our field offices have been alerted 
to watch lis activities, inasmuch as its head, Robert Welch, indicated, 
at, one time that he thought a group having the appearance of a front 
organization might, be effective in attracting true subversives. Welch 
has, in the past,' also attacked president Eisenhower and his Administration 
in his. writings. " 
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Telephones: 



3-6227 - 3-4228 
ID 3-1107 (S-S) 



MONTGOMERY BROKERAGE COMPANY 



200 MILAM STREET 
P. O. BOX 7302 

SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA 
Feb. 15, 1961 




Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau Of Investigation 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

There are many patriotic groups and organizations springing 
up all over America. As Americans everywhere begin to realize 

THE REAL DANGERS WE FACE THEY NATURALLY WANT TO JOIN SUCH 
ORGANIZATIONS. 

I BELIEVE MANY OF THESE GROUPS ARE WELL MEANING AND HAVE V 
GOOD CAUSES. STILL OTHERS WANT TO TAKE TIME, MONEY AND 
EFFORTS AWAY FROM PEOPLE WHO MIGHT OTHERWISE FIND THEIR 
WAY INTO PATRIOTIC GROUPS THAT ARE REALLY ACCOMPLISHING 
SOMETHING TOWARDS FIGHTING THE COMMUNIST CONSPIRACY. 

I WANT TO JOIN WITH OTHERS IN A CONCERTED EFFORT TO DEFEAT 
COMMUNISM. BUT I WANT TO MAKE MY EFFORTS COUNT, .FOR TIME 
IS SHORT. 



One group beginning to gather a-real head of steam here .in 

THE SHREVEPORT AREA IS THE JOHNdIRCH SOCjEK OF BELMONT 78, 

Massachusetts. Mr. Robert Welch is' founderand leader of 

the Society. All the facts that have been given me about the » 

Society have been very favorable. 

i? 

Would it be possible for your department to give me any 
information on the society? in this day when americans 
cannot tell if white is really whitej or pink is really 
red,. thank god we still have a few people in which we can v 
trust and have faith. you are one of these few. 




Your compliance with the above request, if at all possible, 
will be appreciated very^jch^ 



Sincerely 



EB FEB 38 19BA 



*17 



8 



op 




m 
§ 
o 



ALL ElFOO'IATICIl CCCTT^tNED 
HEREIN IS UNCLAS^m^* 
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Mr. DeLoach. 



M. A. Jones 
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"J February 2y 1961 \ y 



MR, SHIRLEY, PALMER - BALL 
146 SAINT MATTHEWS AVENUE 
LOUISVILLE 7, KENTUCKY 
INQUIRY RE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 




■1 




On the morning of February J34, 1961, above-named 
individual called the Bureau from Louisville, Kentucky, and was referred' 
to SA Thomas F. Mitchell of the Crime Research Section. Mr. Palmer - Ball 
identified himself as Vice-President of the Palmer Asbestos and Rubber 
Corporation^ Louisville and a volunteer coordinator in the Louisville area 
for the Jjo hn Birch Society. 

Mr. Palmer - Ball advised-that recently the Louisville 
Courier-Journal ran an article "smearing!' the society. He said that last 
Sunday the newspaper, over its radio station in Louisville, WHAS, continued 
what appears to be a definite attack on the society by presenting a radio 
program entitled, "Moral Side of the News. " Guests on this program were 
four ministers of the Louisville area who attacked the society stating that it 
was a fascist organization and could be compared with the Hitler movement. 

Mr. Palmer - Ball further stated that he feels the society itself 
could withstand such a smear attack, but he is anxious to launch a counter 
offense on behalf of the society in order to protect the individuals working for 
the society in Louisville. In connection with his counterattack, Mr. Palmer - 
Ball seated he planned on using the facilities of the weekly newspaper, "Voice 
of Saint Matthews, " published in Saint Matthews, Kentucky, with a circulation 
of about 6, 000. 

Mr. Palmer - Ball requested that the Director, if possible, send 
him a letter Setting forth his knowledge of the John Birch Society and its aims. 
He added that if the Director could not furnish him such a letter, he would 
appreciate any suggestions the FBI might make as to how such a smear attack 



could be fought, 




5 33 i, 



* >DBD 



184 im 



2 MZ\ 



(3> %ym* m 



all xnrr f<r 

I-LT.Uli IJ h.< 



D 



Memorandum to Mr. De Loach 
Re: Mr. Shirley Palmer - Ball 

There is no record in Bureau files identifiable with this 
individual. The John Birch Society has been the subject of numerous 
inquiries received at the Bureau. Founded by Mr. Robert Welch, Of 
Belmont, Mass. , it is allegedly an anti-communist organization, but Welch 
has stated that it might take on the appearance of the "front" in order to 
attract true subversives. Welch has been openly critical of former President 
Eisenhower, and in his book, "The Politician" in a vicious attack on Eisenhower, 
he accused the President of being a dupe of the communists. 

Mr. Palmer - Ball was advised that the FBI is an investigative 
agency of the Federal Government and does not make evaluations or draw 
conclusions as to the character or integrity of any organization, publication, 
or individual. The Director, therefore, would be unable to help but that no 
inference should be drawn from this fact either that we do or do not have data 
in our f iles regarding this society. * 

Domestic Intelligence Division advised that early in February 
on the Director's instructions a, limited inquiry was initiated into the John 
Birch Society. Boston has been instructed to obtain from established sources 
information concerning the corporation, its officials, and sources of income. 

With regard to the Louisville Courier -Journal our relations, 
with this paper have been very* spotty with both favorable and unfavorable 
editorials. In December, 19.58, they were extremely critical of the Director's 
response to unfavorable criticism. At that time they ran a scandalous cartoon 
with the caption, "Thou shalt not criticize the FBI." 

RECOMMENDATION : 

For information. 
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February 27, 1961 



Tolson,-. 
Poisons . 
Moh» __»_ 
BelMont « 
Cojlahan . 
Conrad „ 
DuLoach . 
Evans — 



Molone , 

Bosen , 

Tavel — , - 

Trotier _ 

W.C. 5ul»van 
Tele'. Boon _ 
Ingtcsi 
Gandy 



Evanston, Illinois 
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Dear Mr. 



Your letter -was received on February 20, 
1961,, and I am pleased to know of your interest in learning 
more about the communist menace. Enclosed is material 
which may be of aid to you. You wilt notice that some of, 
these reprints give suggestions regarding what ,citizens,-can 
dp to help in the struggle raging between communism and our 
form of government. 

I regret that I cannot be of further assistance 
since the FBI is strictly an investigative agency and does not 
make evaluations or comments concerning the character or 
integrity of any individual, organization or publication. I hope 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or do 
not have data in our files regarding the organization you 
mentioned. 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



/V 



62 MAR 3 -tflfii 



Enclosures (5) >A; 
17th National Convention & Mro. 3-60 LEB ^ 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
Communist Party, -USA 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Communist Target-rYouth 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
SAWtmem' V * (NOTE CONT. NEXT PAGE) f^fA/' 
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for, 



2-27-61 
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NOTE (cpnt. ) 

Bureau material has been made available to Dr. Frederick 0; Sqhwarz 
and others affiliated with the Christian Anti- Communism Crusade. 
Sullivan td Belmont memo of 9-22-60 indicates that when a representative, 
of the Bureau spoke before the Dallas Freedom Forum in September 
(which sponsored a school on communism at that time directed by 
DZi Schwarz, ) the Agent commented that Schwarz made several "pitches" 
for articles in a book he had written on communism and his publications 
were displayed. Neither h$ nor his, organization has. been investigated" - 
by the Bureau. . 
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February 16, 1961 



Mr. J, Bdg a r. Hoover 

f;b.i-.. 

Washington, D». C. 

Dear Mf. Hboyert 

B'eoause of the -tremendous; strides Coranunism. is making, in line 
with it3 boastful .threat's -^b^our- -country, are, immensely interested to 
know what we can .do to sanely further the cause, of freedom and the pre- 
servation of our*, republic « 

Q Yfe-h'aye reoently been ^introduced to .several groups, among them 
thft John/Btrn^ goniwt^ iBhi'ah, .pur porta to, be;.anti-jpommunist, and to ail 
iappearanbeil seems to be' such. "However, their accusations regarding a 
large% number- -of public- off loials-.* seems possibly exaggerated. 

%e'igr,oup8»' suggested -readingi which we .have done, includes 
Dr. Sbhwarz » eStaff * Consultatioh'-with Ishe^House Ilni^erican .Activities 
CpBBiiittee •d'ated*Wed»$'-'Kay)';29,- 2-957* Report of American Bar Association* 
Special 'Committee "pn^Coianttni'st* •J&ptic'a*; Strategy; ;and- Objectives pub- 
lished .by American .Opinion, .Belmoixt Mass,,, '.and \ other similar pam- 
phlets. .We-,are;.wpndering'd"f • we are following the -right* oourse. 

If Have you any suggestions as to what,,groups might be loyal, 

'/ oertainiy hot fanatical, 'and of course, not "bounter." anti-Communism. 

We af e ■exoeedingly ! ahxidus- tb;idb> whatever we can to. prevent 
the advancement of 'the, uhGodlyi • inhuman- Go'mmunistio .cause and to enlighten 

/our unwary fellow citizens. Therefore,, we would appreciate .any information 
or suggestions whatever regarding- what- Amerioahs* oan do for America in 
those, treaoher.o.us times. 

. Respectfully. 
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February 23, 1961 



Carthag£,jrexas^ 



be 
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Dearer. 



Your letter postmarked February 14, 1961, has 
been received, and the interest which prompted you to write, is 
appreciated. 

Although! would like to be of service, the FBI is an 
investigative agency of, the Federal Government and, as jsuch, does? 
not" make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character or 
integrity of any organization, publication or individual. I regret 
that l am unable to help you and hope that you will hot infer in this 
connection either that we do or that we do not have data in our files 
relating to the subject of your inquiry. 

. Enclosed is some material dealing with the general 
subject pi communism which may be of interest. 



immi is 
FEB 2 31961 

C(»FEi,. 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Enclosures (6) 

17th National Convention, CPUSA & 3-60 LEB Introduction' 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
One Nation's Response To Communism >.Y\ $ 

Director's speech of 10-18-60 ^ ^ 

Expose of Soviet JEspionage 

Communist Target— Youth ** 4 £rt 
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,i;NOTE: The John Birch Society was founded bv- Robert Welch of Belmont, 
I ^a'sls^cliusef It is allegedly an anticommumst organization; hdwever, 

^iifldlcS iSm&mtCh (See next page.) 
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NOTE: . . ' - - 

Welch has stated that the Society ; might, take oh the appearance of a .-"front" 
in :or^e^hat % itjmiiht. attract true subversives . During the Eisenhower 
Adinini|l^tiph> v '^elch was openly critical of the President. His book, 
"The jppUticiany" ^' vicious attack on Eisenhower, evje'n. accused the 
Presipint'of bejn^fa dupe of the communists; No record could be located 
in'Pumesddentifi^ble!,- with- correspondent. • • - 
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February 12, 1961 



J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear M r . Hoover 

Yesterday I heard of a political club called the 
_John^feirch Society^. The man who told me of this 
club said ^KaFTier ""would be able to get me into 
this when I needed to. 



Do you have any information on this club, who the 
director is, and whether it is subversive or not? 
If you have this information, please write and 
tell me. 



Sincerely yours 



b6 

blC 



25 FEB 28 1961 




February 24?, 1961 




&lrs. J. Hi^itcheli &P#£ C% 17 / g 

110 North Goliad ~ - — /— - 1 ~ 

Amarillo, Texas 

Dear I^s^itchelU jf#/f/£ - 

Your letter was received on February 16, 
1961, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 

The concern you expressed typifies that 
received from many citizens, and I am enclosing some 
material which may be of aid to you. I canndt be of further 
assistance, however, since the investigative jurisdiction 
and responsibilities of the FBI, do not extend to furnishing 
evaluations or comments relative to the character or integrity 
of any organization, individual or publication. I hope you 
will not infer in this connection either that, qwc files ;do*pr 
do not contain data regarding the organization you mentioned. 

Sincerely yours, 



Tolso/1 -SBSB 

Parsoj)sI_ 
Moht i 
Belmont 
Callahan 
Conrad _ 

Evans , 
Malono 

Tavel ' 

TiolW: 

W.C. Suirjvan 
Tele. Room _ 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Enclosures (5) 

17th National Convention & Intro. 3-60 LEB 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
Communist Pariy, USA 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Communi stf Tar get- - Youth 





NOTJE: Correspondentls not identifiable inBufiles^ 

(NOTE CONT, ,|f^XT PA^E) 

SAWtjkal^ ' ^ 

^^ffi "NIAR ^Al£.^0i|3 TELETYPE UNIT 133 
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Mrs. J, H. Mitchell 



4-24-61 



NOTE: (cdnt. ) 

The John Birch So ciety is allegedly an anticommunist organization 
with branches over the various parts of the country. Our field 
offices have been alerted to watch its activities inasmuch as its 
head, Robert Welch, indicated at one time that he thought a group 
having the appearance: of a front organization might be effective in 
attracting true- subversives. Welch has, in the past, also, attacked 
president Eisenhower and his Administration in his writings. 



110 N. Goliad, 
Amarillo, Texas, 
February 14, 1961 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 
Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 



My husband and I have just returned home from 



a P. T. A. meeting at which a former air force officer spoke 
. on communist infiltration in the various institutions of our 
society. 



We have considered ourselves adequately 



informed about events which occur but after listening tonight 
to General Lee, we realized that we, too,, are evidently 
very naive and are failing to recognize the Influence which 
Communism is spreading over us. 



One patron asked what all of us could do about 



these dangers, other than being well-informed. General Lee 
mentioned the JohirBir ch_So cie ty . We are interested yet we 
know nothing about it. Is this society working in the best interests 
of our country? Would the time and money invested be of real 
value or is there some other way in which we could be helpful? 



I am a high school teacher and my husband is 



an engineer in the Department of the Interior, Bureau of 
Mines, Helium Activity. We are Caucasian, Christians, 
university graduates, forty- eight years. old; have two children, 



a modest income and a great desire to do something. I'm 
frightened. 




/s/ 



Doris. Mitchell<T 
(Mrs. J. H.O V 
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117 SOUTH TRYON STREET 
CHARLOTTE 2, NORTH CAROLINA 



Mr. Tolson 
Mr. Parso 
Mr. Mohr ,J£^ 
Mr. Belmont_fi 




KODAK 



POLAROID 



ROLLEIFLEX 



ANSCO - LEICA 



VEIJEBftX 




18 Feb 1961 



Mr J Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, 25, E.C. 

Dear Sir, ~~ - - -~- 

I am working to the limit of my capabilities toward helping to 
make the public aware of the communist menace. Odonate my time 
to this effort, I am a coordinator of the John Bi^fib ^ociety and 
cooperate with anyone who is genuine in their efforts to help 
destroy this menance. I have quite a number of your piBces of 
literature on this, subject and want you to know, that 1 feel you 
to be the only real bulwark that this oo nntry/raref t to fight 
this thing. You seem to be the one man in the United States who 
the average American will believe. 



Mr. Eva 
Mr. Malone 

Mr. Rosen. 

Mr. Tavel, 

Mr. Trotter 

Mr. W.C.Sulliv 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Ingram — |si 
Miss Gandy. 




ou put ont on "March 
pages in all. 



I want to buy 2500 copies ofa bulletin that you put 
1, 1960 " To All Law Enforcement Officials "jafourr 

I feel that I c an do more good with the average American with this 
one bulletin to get him where he will listen to this problem, 
than any other single piece th&t I have. I want to reiterate that 
I want to buy these, the number is too many to ask for for free. 



I am making talks to any groups who will listen, and I am finding 
many who will listen. I have several planned in the near future 
and will apprecaite it if these or a substantial part may be sen 
>l*t away. m 55 (oX-JO^O/ 

Many thanks for your past cooperate ion , and may God, keep you 
safe and blsss you for the work you are doing. 



ft 
in 



B FEB 28 1961 
Yours very t rul 
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February 27, 1961 



Tojson j. 
Parsons . 



Belmont 
Callaharf 



Conrad , 

DeUoaclt, 

Evans. 

Mal6ne__ 

Bos&i™, 

Tavel 

Trotter , 



] 



Mr. | 

HoUy Smith, r 
117 South Tryoh Street 
Charlotte~2, Norffi~Cgrolina 



. b6 
b7C 



Dear Mr. 



I have received your letter of February 18, 
19G1> and your generous expression of confidence in the 
FBJ is indeed appreciated. 



CO 



.A 



r 22 



ITour endeavors to alert the people Of your 
area to the menace of communism are most encouraging. 
1 have always felt that private citizens acting through their 
ciyic, labor, religious, educational and similar organiza- 
tions, constitute one Of the most effective weapons for 
overcoming the Communist Piarty. 

In response to your request, I am forwarding, / 
under separate cover, at no cost, 2500 copies of the publication^ 
you mentioned. LJK 



Malice* 
FEB 27 1961 

COMW-FBr . 



Sincerely yours, ^ /^f'A^t' 7 
J* Ed^ar Hoovct y 



1 - Mr. Morrell / 
>•• u Vi I us £ MATERIAL - 2600, copies of 17th National Convention, CP, USA 
' ' '5 * ' ■ ' and" 3-60 LEB Introduction 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no- identifiable information regarding } ft $ 

reprint material *" f * 



W.C. SulliVarj 
Teie- Room 
Ingram" 
<5andy 



was sent, to Mrs. 



JMM:cfn»t5) 



however, bv letter Of 1^23-61 reprint ; 

who indicated she was a 



(NOTE CONTINUED NEXT PAGE) 



be 
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NOTE; Xcontihued). - 

c 

member of the John Birch Society; The John Birch Society 
was founded 'by Robert 'Welch of Belmont,. Massachusetts. 
It is allegedly ,an anticommunist organization. Welch has 
been openly Critical of President Eisenhower' s administration. 
We are. conducting inquiries regarding the group, 



*5 



S % ,7 



TRUE" COPY 



Hurst, Texas 



Feb. 17-1961 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover- 



be 

b7C 



Dp you have any information about Robert Welch or 
the John. Birch Society? We are quite interested in the fight against 
Communism and would like to have our small community awakened 
to just what Communism is & what it can do to our wonderful freedom 
We would appreciate any information you can give us about this 
matter as to whether it could possibly be a front for some subversive 
organization or not. We don't know how to spot Communism as yet 
but would like to learn. We are on waiting list for your book "Masters 
of Dec_iet"- 



Thank you 
/s/ Mrs. 




4 
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February 27, 1961 



Hurst, Texas 



be 
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£>ear Mrs. 



Your letter of February 17, 1961, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to -write is 
appreciated., 

f "i ' • '. - • 

.Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or dray conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication pr 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope, that 
you will hot infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data, in our files relating to the supjeet of your 
inquiry. - , - * " . 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the, 
general subject of communism which may be of. interest. 



FEB 27 1961 

^■■ jw . f. 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director. . 



Enclosures (6) u 

(Liste^e^p'^k'e)* - 

see NOTE next -page 
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Letter to Mrs. 



Enclosures * - 
17th National Convention,. CPUSA & 3-60. LEB Introduction 
Comniimist, niusiph and Democratic Reality 
One Nation's Response To Communism 

Directof's. speecfi of 10r 18-6.0 , 

C6mmuii^t;"Xa^tT^outti- 

E-'jqppse -of SpyietEsp'ionate-- J 

*■ - - 

NOTE: No recPrd could be located in jBufilels identifiable wjth correspondent 
The John Birch Society was. founded by Robert Welch, of Belmont* 
Massachusetts. It is allegedly an anticpmmunlst organization;- . 
however, Weic^has.=steted«-^t 'j;he Society might take pn the 
appearance of- a "S ront" ,in Order that it. might attract true. subver> 
' sives. During the Eisenhower A dministration, ' Wejc'h; was openly 
critical o£ the President. His book, "The ■Politician,'" ^ vicious; ,- 
attack on.Eisenhpwer, even, accused the President .Pf being a dupe 
of the 'communists. , ' 



February 13, 1961 
Wichita, Kansas. 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, B.C. 

Dear Sir: 



Here in Wichita we are being told by the John 
QBirch So ciety that our churches and schools are 
being greatly influenced by Communists. We can 
expect no guidance from the government since it 
has been thoroughly infiltrated, including the 
office of the president and the Supreme Court. 
Your books, pamphlets, and speeches, are quoted 
freely in the discussion of this menace. Have 
you endorsed or do you support the John Birch 
Society as an effective means of opposing commun- 
ism? I am referring to the John Birch Society 
established at Indianapolis, Indiana on Dec. 9, 
1958 by Robert H. W. Welch of Boston or Belford, 
Mass. 



We will soon elect two new members to our five- 
man city commission and six new members to our 
twelve-man Board of Education. The Society has 
stated they have §25,000 to spend electing new 
members of their choosing to the Board of Education. 
I would appreciate any information you have 
regarding the objectives, techniques, and reliability 
of this Society. I will be very grateful if you 
care to -state your position. 



Very truly yours, 



AIL T"T"~:""JC^ CC"?*T!!I3) 



REC-61 

mm 



j, '"iciiita, 18, Kansas 

i 
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Wichita 18, Kansas 
Dear Mrs) 
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b7C 



February 23, 1961 



Your letter of February 13, 1981, has been received, 
and the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI is an 
investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, doeo 
not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character or 
integrity of any organization, publication or individual. I regret 
that I am unable to help you and hope that you will not infer in this 
connection either that we do or, that we do not have data in our files 
relating to the subject of your inquiry. 

Enclosed is some material dealing with the general 
subject of communism which may be of interest. 




Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hooyer 
Director 



V 




Enclosures (G) 

17th National Convention, CPUSA & 3-60 LEB Introduction 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
One Nation's Response To Communism 
Director's speech of 10-18-60 /ffiX^fr'^ 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Communist Target— Youth 



<l'f 





\\\ 



NOTE: The John Birch Society was founded by Robert Welch of Belmont* 
Massachusetts. It is allegedly an antieommunist organization; however, 
Jch has stated that the Society might take on #e' appearance of a "front" 



er that it might attract true subversives. During the Eisenhower 
Qj- '-fn** (See next page) ; 

wir Q RWEipjh (3) c " 
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Mrs. 
2-23.-61 
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NO^TE continued: 

Administration, Welch was openly critical of the /President. His book, 
"The Politician, " a vicious attack- on Eisenhower, even accused the 
President of/being a dupe* of -the communists. Np record, could be 
located in Bufiles identifiable with correspondent; 



